


Advertising
Actual classified ads:
1. Free 1 can of pork & beans with purchase of 3 BR 2 Bath home.
1. Nordik Track, $300, hardly used. Call Chubbie
1. Found: dirty white dog, looks like a rat, been out awhile, better be a reward
1. Georgia peaches, California grown, 89 cents pound
1. American flag, 60 stars, pole included, $100
1. Our sofa seats the whole mob and it’s made of 100 percent Italian leather. (Rocky Mountain News)

Six advertising approaches: 
Hershey – no ads first 76 years
Wrigley – spent $100 million on ads (1893-1932)
Hoover – claimed vacuum cleaners “never needs repairs”
Gallo – 17 ad agencies in 30 years
Jergens lotion – no ads first 18 years
Guinness – no ads for about first 175 years. (World Features Syndicate)	
Billboard for an advertising company in San Antonio, Texas: “We Tell Everybody Your Business.” (Reader’s Digest)
Richard Burton saw an ad for the part of a Welsh boy in a London newspaper, answered it and won the role from director Emlyn Williams. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 4)
A Massachusetts firm is bidding for the rights to beam radio commercials into school buses. Bus Radio, based in Needham, says it has already signed contracts with school districts representing 100,000 students and will, next year, start transmitting a blend of “age appropriate” pop music and kid-targeted radio ads. “What these corporations want to do is be in children’s faces 24 hours a day,” said psychologist Susan Linn. “And they’re getting close to that.” (The Week magazine, June 16, 2006)
Enterprising advertisers tried a new medium in England. They put ad-carrying coats on cows grazing near part of the London-Brighton railroad line. (The Wall Street Journal)
If you think advertising doesn’t work, consider the millions of Americans who now think that yogurt tastes good. (Joe L. Whitley, management consultant)
To most of the world it is still a curiosity that U.S. television commercials encourage dogs to eat more and people to eat less. (L. M. Boyd)
Endorsements go way back in advertising. In 1840, President John Tyler’s wife Julia gave a testimonial for a department store. (L. M. Boyd)
Eight in 10 Facebook users say they hardly ever or never click on ads or sponsored content on the social-networking site, according to an AP/CNBC poll. Boosting advertising revenue is central to Facebook’s business models. (CNBC.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 25, 2012)
Nationwide, fast-food restaurants spent $161 million advertising to children under 12 and an estimated $360 million on toys distributed with their meals in 2006, according to a 2008 Federal Trade Commission report. (The North Platte Telegraph, February 2, 2011)
The U.S. government has spent more than $24 million over the past six years flying a plane over Cuba that beams American-sponsored TV programming that Havana blocks with signal jamming. Congressmen representing Cuban exile communities in Florida have insisted that the blocked telecasts continue. (ForeignPolicy.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 9, 2013)
How old is advertising? Nobody knows. On the walls of Pompeii posters advertised the day’s program in the amphitheater, others asked taxpayers to vote for local politicians, and one even offered $10 reward for return of a lost wolfhound. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 331)
Last year, Americans received more than 60 billion pieces of junk mail. That’s 230 unsolicited appeals, advertisements and catalogs for every man, woman and child in the USA. Most of the mail was unwanted and thrown away unopened. (Denis Hayes, in USA Weekend, April 19, 1991)

It had to happen. McDonald’s recently opened three hamburger stands in Hamburg, Germany. In case the local burghers failed to notice the new fast-food chain, the town has been plastered with billboard ads announcing the coming of the hamburger to its namesake city. McDonald’s has made only one concession to local tastes – it serves German beer. (Neil McInnes, in Barron’s)

“Why you should buy a McDonald’s franchise,” circa 1952 (advertised to potential franchisees): ‘No waiters or waitresses” “No dishwashers” “No bus boys” “No car hops” “No more glassware” “No more silverware” “No more dishes” (World Features Syndicate)

Advertising is as old as recorded history, the first ads being announcements for missing animals or slaves scrawled on rocks and walls. The Egyptians had papyrus handbills 3,000 years ago. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 321)
Propelled by a huge influx of spending by Super PACs, 70 percent of the political ads aired so far in the 2012 race have been negative – defined as criticizing an opponent by name. In 2008, the share of negative ads at this point was 9.1 percent. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 18, 2012)
Real classified ads:
1. Free puppies: ½ cocker spaniel, ½ sneaky neighbor dog
1. Free Yorkshire terrier, 8 years old, unpleasant little dog
1. Amana Washer: $100, owned by clean bachelor who seldom washed
1. Snow blower for sale, used only on snowy days
1. Tickle Me Elmo, still in box, comes with its own 1988 Mustang, 5L, auto, excellent condition, $6,800
1. Star Wars Job of the Hut, $15
1. German Shepherd, 85 pounds, neutered, speaks German. Free. (Rocky Mountain News)

Market researchers now contend restaurants boost their business significantly when they run their menus in their ads. (L. M. Boyd)
YOU’VE GOT SPAM: $2,000: What it can cost an Internet marketing company to send a solicitation to a million e-mail addresses. Sending the same offer to 1 million people by regular mail costs at least $40,000 to a list of physical addresses, $190,000 for bulk-rate postage, plus more for paper and printing. (The New York Times, as it appeared in Rocky Mountain News, April 28, 2003)
First American tobacco advertisement came out in 1789. It depicted an Indian smoking a long clay pipe. (L. M. Boyd)
The most truthful part of a newspaper is the advertisements. (Thomas Jefferson)
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