An Answer for Everything

A lawyer for one of the drivers involved in an auto accident telephoned a man listed on the police report as a witness. “Whose fault was it?” the lawyer asked. “Neither,” the man replied. “From what I could see, they hit each other at about the same time.” (Mildred Berger, in Reader's Digest)
One day my younger sister had some questions about her past. “Was I adopted?” she asked. “Yes,” I answered, “but they brought you back.” (Bryan Fideldy)

The school bus my husband, Richard, drove was plagued with mechanical failure. After the third breakdown in two weeks, he was sitting dejectedly on the bus steps, waiting for the repair truck. A passing motorist asked him if he was the bus driver. Richard looked up and replied, “Every now and then.” (Nancy E. Gates)
When I learned my cab driver had a bachelor’s degree in psychology, I asked him if this background helped him in his job. “It gives me a real understanding of why some people cut in front of me or others speed up when I try to pass,” he answered. “Why do they?” I asked, anticipating a Freudian analysis. “Because they’re jerks!” (Michael Toscano, in Reader’s Digest)
My sister walked into the butcher shop and ordered the biggest porterhouse steak they had. “And please cut off all the fat,” she added. “You sure you want all the fat off?” the butcher asked. “Yes, it’s much easier to take it off here,” she explained, “than after I’ve eaten it.” (Claudette Markus, in Reader’s Digest)
A friend of mine who was willed an expensive fur coat by a relative wore it proudly to church. While there, one man asked her, “And what unfortunate creature had to die in order for you to wear that coat?” Glazing at him, she responded, “My aunt.” (Eugene Lincoln, in Reader’s Digest)

A woman affectionately greeted her husband at the door after a hard day at the office. “Poor dear,” she murmured, “you must be exhausted and hungry. How about a nice juicy steak, baked potato, tossed salad and pecan pie?” “No, thanks," replied her husband, “I'm too tired. Let's eat at home.” (Ideas for Better Living)
I took my five-year-old daughter to buy tickets for an ice-show version of her favorite fairy tale, “Beauty and the Beast.” I picked her up so she could look in the ticket window. “Excuse me,” she asked the woman inside the booth, “but will the man turn into a beast?” “They always do, honey!” the ticket agent said with a laugh. (Jo Ann Houchin, in Reader’s Digest)

My city friend Mark was visiting me in Tennessee, and we went for a drive through the Appalachian back roads. As we passed a dairy farm, I told him the farmers predict the weather by how the cows are positioned. Standing cows mean good weather ahead, and cows lying down indicate rain. When we came upon a group of cows with some upright and others on the ground, Mark looked perplexed. “What does that mean?” he asked. “Partly cloudy?” (Phyllis A. Chandler, in Reader's Digest))
Do you serve oysters here? Only if they have a credit card. (Johnny Hart, in BC comic strip)
I visited my father one morning around breakfast time, and he explained that just before I arrived, his smoke detector had gone off because he had burned a piece of toast. “Dad,” I asked, “what did you do to stop the alarm?” “I ate the toast,” he replied. (Joanne L. Ramirez, in Reader’s Digest)

The truck driver looked suspiciously at the soup he had just been served in an eatery. It contained dark flecks of seasoning, but two of the spots looked a little suspicious. “Hey,” he called out to the waitress, “these particles in my soup, aren’t they foreign objects?” The waitress scutinized the bowl. “No, sir!” she reassured the driver. “Those things live around here.” (Giles Millspaugh, in Reminisce Extra magazine)

Woman in dimly lit auditorium: “Did I step on your toe on the way out?” Man: “You certainly did!” Woman: “Good, this is the right row.” (Lucille Duncan)

When a friend had her third baby in four years, I volunteered to keep the older two overnight. One night turned into several, and I was running out of supplies. My husband went to get some things from my friend’s husband. “Did he give you everything?” I asked later. “Yes,” my husband said, grinning. “A box of diapers, two sacks of clothing and the children’s birth certificates.” (C. P. Park, in Reader’s Digest)

Alice and Ted went snowboarding and Ted brought along a quart-size thermos. Alice had never seen one, and asked what it was. “It’s a thermos,” replied Ted. “The guy at the store told me it’s used for keeping hot things hot and cold things cold.” “Sounds great,” said Alice. “What do you have in it?” “Three coffees and a Popsicle.” (Jeanne Stanton, in Reader’s Digest)
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