April Fools” Day

Driver: “A dollar eighty-three a gallon? The sign said a dollar seventy nine when I pulled into the station!” Station attendant: “April fuels!” (Steve Breen, in Grand Avenue comic strip)

Crankshaft: “So, Lois, I was wondering if you’d like to go up to the Beachland Ballroom tomorrow night to see this rap group that’s performing there.” Lois: “Nice try, Ed, but April Fools’ Day was last Saturday.” (Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayers, in Crankshaft comic strip)
April Fools’ Day started in France in 1564. Until then, France celebrated New Year’s Day on April 1, but in 1564 their calendar was changed and New Year’s was moved to January 1. Some people continued to celebrate New Year’s on April 1, and they were called April Fools. April 1 then became April Fools’ Day. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 226)

In France, April Fools day is called “Poisson d’ Avril” meaning April Fish. The tradition is that French children will tape paper fish to the backs of their friends. When they would discover the fish on their back, the prankster would yell “Poisson d’ Avril!” In Scotland the April fool is called April “gowk” which is Scottish for cuckoo. The Cuckoo is an emblem of simpletons. (Tidbits of Denver)
After making Margart angry, Dennis says to his friend: “Boy! I wish April Fool’s Day came every month!” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)
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