Argument

College students who say their parents argued about money when they were growing up are twice as likely to have more than two credit cards as those whose parents didn’t – and three times as likely to have a large amount of debt. (Time.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 9, 2012)

Son: “I’m growing a beard!” Mom: “Okay.” Son: “And I’m not shaving it off, no matter what you say!” Mom: “Fine.” Son: “This act of rebellion would be more meaningful to me if you’d stop supporting it so wholeheartedly.” Mom: “Sorry, sweetie!” (Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman, in Zits comic strip)

Son: “I need some advice about arguing with women, Dad.” Dad: “Sure, Son. There are two theories of arguing with a woman, and neither one works.” (Dean Young & Denis Lebrun, in Blondie comic strip)

A senator had a friend whose company he enjoyed because the man always argued with him. They would argue far into the night. The senator thoroughly enjoyed the intellectual stimulation. One day the friend needed a loan and the senator gladly granted it. From that moment on, however, their relationship changed. The friend no longer argued. Instead, he began to agree with everything the senator said. After several weeks the exasperated senator, now thoroughly bored with the man’s company, blurted out: “Look, either start arguing with me again, for heaven’s sake, or pay me my money!” (Bits & Pieces)
I don’t have to attend every argument I’m invited to. (Rocky Mountain News)

Man: “Hi, is it something I said?” Woman: “Is what something you said?” Man: “I thought we might have our argument before dinner tonight. There's a game on TV later that I want to watch.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

A quarrel is like buttermilk: Once it’s out of the churn, the more you shake it, the more sour it grows. (Irish proverb)

“Crime control” ought to start with “argument control,” contends one expert in the law. “Arguments lead to more homicides than all the felonies put together,” says this expert. (L. M. Boyd)

I dislike arguments of any kind. They are always vulgar, and often convincing. (Oscar Wilde, Irish poet, dramatist, author)

Discussion is an exchange of knowledge; an argument is an exchange of ignorance. (Robert Quillen, journalist)

Nothing is as frustrating as arguing with someone who knows what he’s talking about. (Sam Ewing)

Why do so many arguments go on long after the people originally involved have all disappeared? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
On his way to a reception held in his honor, Ulysses S. Grant got caught in a shower and offered to share his umbrella with a stranger walking in the same direction. The man said he was going to Grant’s reception out of curiosity; he had never seen the general. “I have always thought that Grant was a much overrated man,” he said. “That’s my view also,” Grant replied. (Quoted in The Little, Brown Book of Anecdotes)

It is impossible to defeat an ignorant man in argument. (William Gibbs McAdoo, U.S. politician)

What couples are really arguing about: Married couples argue about all kinds of things, from money to whose turn it is to take out the garbage. But in reality, says Scientific American, all fights come down to two basic issues that have little to do with the content of the arguments: One person feels that he or she is being unfairly controlled or feels neglected. Baylor University psychologists gave a questionnaire to 3,539 married couples and analyzed such variables as the words couples used to describe a fight and the feelings they experienced. Researchers concluded that the tension that sparked the arguments almost always involved deeper issues relating to whether the partners felt understood or valued. Appreciating this dynamic might help couples figure out how to improve communication. For example, says study author Keith Sanford, if a husband realizes that his wife’s anger over his coming home late is really about her feeling disregarded, he could fashion an apology that includes “demonstrations of deference and expressions of appreciation.” (The Week magazine, July 16, 2010)

The Suez Canal does not have locks. But did you know Napoleon wanted to dig that canal? His advisors argued against it, saying the Mediterranean and Red Seas have different levels. He jumked the notion. His advisors were wrong. (L. M. Boyd)

My parents only had one argument in forty-five years. It lasted forty-three years. (Cathy Ladman)

People generally quarrel because they cannot argue. (G. K. Chesterton, in More Quotable Chesterton)

Race-car driver Cale Yarborough's reason for not engaging in an argument with a fellow driver: “Don't ever wrestle with a pig. You'll both get dirty, but the pig will enjoy it.” (Reader's Digest)

People generally quarrel because they cannot argue. (G. K. Chesterton)

Quarrel not at all. No man resolved to make the most of himself can spare time for personal contention. Still less can he afford to take all the consequences, including the vitiating of his temper and loss of self-control. (Abraham Lincoln)

Dad: “I think screaming is the primary form of communication for girls.” Mom: “Oh, it is not.” Dad: “They scream when they’re happy. They scream when they’re scared. They scream when they’re excited. They scream when they’re mad.” Mom: “Look, I don’t have the energy to argue with you right now. I’m so tired I could scream.” Dad: “Ah-hah!” (Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)

A lot of good arguments are spoiled by some fool who knows what he is talking about. (Miguel de Unamuno, poet)

There’s two theories to arguing with a woman. Neither one works. (Will Rogers)

Man to marriage counselor: “My wife and I can’t agree on our vacation. I want to go to Bermuda and she wants to go with me.” (Hoest/Reiner, King Features)

If you really want the last word in an argument, try saying, “I guess you’re right.” (Funny Funny World)

When you let someone else win an argument, often you both end up winners. If one of my children says, “You never spend any time with me,” my impulse might be to respond, “But I spend lots of time with you. Don’t you remember just yesterday we went out to lunch?” When I have found, however, is that my willing participation in the argument edoes nothing more than keep it alive by feeding it with attention. Sometimes a better response is, “You’re right. I hope we’ll start spending more time together. I love you so much.” (Richard Carlson, in Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff With Your Family)

Man: “Well, Gloria, I think I finally won an argument with you!” Gloria: “I guess it pays to bring your attorney.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)
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