Artistry

There is no abstract art. You must always start with something. Afterward you can remove all traces of reality. (Pablo Picasso)

Why ancient artists painted spotted horses: In their famous cave paintings in southwestern France, Stone Age artists drew brown horses, black horses – and white horses with black spots. The spotted coats depicted in those 25,000-year-old images have long puzzled archeologists, who wondered if they were imaginary and had some special spiritual meaning. But now, through DNA analysis of ancient horse fossils, scientists have determined that the Paleolithic artists were realists: Of the 31 horses analyzed, 18 were brown, seven were black, and six had coats with “leopard” spotting. “People drew spotty horses because they saw spotty horses,” archeologist Terry O’Connor of the University of York tells The New York Times. Knowing that the prehistoric cave artists painted real horses, however, doesn’t explain “why they took the effort making these beautiful paintings,” says study co-author Michael Hofreiter. The fact that early humans felt it was important to create art, at a time when life was precarious and hard, “tells us a lot about ourselves as a species.” (The Week magazine, November 25, 2011)

As for museums, the science sort attract more people than the history sort, and the history sort more than the art sort. (L. M. Boyd)

Grandpa: “Painting a basket of squash, huh?” Grandma: “No, not really. That’s just the outward manifestation. You have to look deeper. ‘Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and paints his own nature into his pictures.’ – Henry Ward Beecher.” Grandpa: “It still looks like a basket of squash to me. – Earl Pickles.” (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)

An artist can look at a pretty girl and see the old woman she will become. A better artist can look at an old woman and see the pretty girl she used to be. A great artist can look at an old woman, portray her exactly as she is and force the viewer to see the pretty girl she used to be. More than that, he can make anyone with the sensitivity of an armadillo see that this lovely young girl is still alive, imprisoned inside her ruined body. He can make you feel the quiet, endless tragedy that there was never a girl born who ever grew older than 18 in her heart, no matter what the merciless hours have done. (Robert A. Heinlein, in Stranger in a Strange Land)

Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up. (Pablo Picasso)

The very first detailed and accurate anatomical drawings were not done by a doctor or scientist, but by an artist, Leonardo da Vinci, who used cadavers to detail the functions of the human body and its organs. (Omaha World-Herald)

Every reproduction of an artist should be the expression of an adventure of his soul. (W. Somerset Maugham)

The principal function of every artist is to make us see the world that was always there, but which we were unaware of until the artist opened our eyes. (Garrett Hardin)

Animals inspired artist Pablo Picasso to offer this challenging view of the Almighty Creator: “God is really only another artist. He invented the giraffe, the elephant, and the cat. He has no real style. He just goes on trying other things.” (Bob Fenster, in They Did What!?, p. 146)
Good art is not what it looks like, but what it does to us. (Roy Adzak)

Good artists borrow, great artists steal. (Pablo Picasso)

One man says to another while visiting an art museum: “I like most of the art in here, Dustin, but this one’s kind of goofy. I mean it’s realistic and all, but it seems so . . . mechanical. Let’s see what the artist calls it.” After looking at the fire extinguisher in the case, he reads: “In Case of Fire, Break Glass.” (Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker, in Dustin comic strip)

It is a great art to saunter. (Henry David Thoreau)

No great artist ever sees things as they really are. If he did, he would cease to be an artist. (Oscar Wilde)

A great city is one that handles its garbage and art equally well. (Quoted by Bob Talbert, in Detroit Free Press)

The greater the artist, the greater the doubt. Perfect confidence is granted to the less talented as a consolation prize. (Robert Hughes, art historian)

Half of art is knowing when to stop. (Arthur William Radford)

Art is making something out of nothing and selling it. (Frank Zappa)

An artist is an artist because he is not happy with the world, so he creates his own existence. (Robin Gibb)

The artist is nothing without the gift, but the gift is nothing without the work. (Emile Zola)

What art offers is space – a certain breathing room for the spirit. (John Updike)

A painter paints pictures on canvas. But musicians paint their pictures on silence. (Leopold Stokowski)

Two very famous artists were asked to paint pictures that would express their idea of peace. One painted a beautiful lake surrounded with colorful flowers and shrubs, behind which on gently rolling pastures lands grazed contented cattle. The other artist painted a waterfall plunging to the rocks below making a fine spray as it hit the bottom where it roared and tumbled tumultuously. On a ledge of rock behind the seething cataracts the artist painted a little mother bird quietly sitting on her nest. (Uplift magazine)
Al Capp, who originated the “L’il Abner” comic strip, described art as “a product of the untalented, sold by the unprincipled to the utterly bewildered.” (L. M. Boyd)

Good art is nothing but a replica of the perfection of God and a reflection of His art. (Michelangelo)

Art: the reproduction of what the senses perceive in nature through the veil of the soul. (Edgar Allan Poe)

An artist, at first only painfully aware of an utter emptiness and impotence, finds his imagination gradually stirred into life, and discovers a vision which takes control of him and which he feels not only able but compelled to express. That is resurrection. (H. A. Williams, in True Resurrection)

Art is the only way to run away without leaving home. (Twyla Tharp)

Wondering why so much scrimshaw, that artwork etched long ago by sailors on walrus ivory and seashells, has no words in it? Because not many of those early artists could read or write. (L. M. Boyd)

Besides learning to see, there is another art to be learned – not to see what is not! (Maria Mitchell, astronomer)

Vision: the art of seeing things invisible. (Jonathan Swift)

Art is the expression of the profoundest thoughts in the simplest way. (Albert Einstein)

Art is the triumph over chaos. (John Cheever, in The Stories of John Cheever)

It has been said that art is a tryst, for in the joy of it maker and beholder meet. (Kojiro Tomita)

Art doesn’t reproduce the visible but rather makes it visible. (Paul Klee)

Without tradition, art is a flock of sheep without a shepherd. Without innovation, it is a corpse. (Winston Churchill)
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