Attraction

Draw near to God,

and he will draw near to you.

(James 4:8)

Austrian transportation officials are planning to expand a pilot program in which druids utilize magnets to prevent road accidents. A druid priest was called in after a dozen fatal accidents occurred at a particular stretch of highway; after he installed a monolith made of plastic and a large magnet, there hasn’t been a fatal accident at the site in two years. Arch-druid llmar Tessmann says the monolith may work by restoring normal, “terrestrial radiation,” which he claims was disrupted by “negative” radiation from cell phone towers. “If you ask me to give you a scientific explanation,” he says. “I can’t. (The Week magazine, June 4, 2010)

Americans are far more remarkable than we give ourselves credit for. We’ve been so busy damning ourselves for years. We’ve done it all, and yet we don’t take credit for it. If we opened the floodgates tomorrow, the whole world would pour in here. Last year we took in more than a million people from other nations. Now, if we’re so bad as we say we are, why are they coming here? To be corrupted, to be dumb, to be brutes – the way we describe ourselves to others? No, they’re coming here because we’re excellent, because we offer freedom, because we offer opportunities. (Ray Bradbury)

Vampire bats seem to develop their own tastes in blood, They repeatedly return only to certain victims. (L. M. Boyd)

Grandma: “What’s that thing on your wrist?” Grandpa: “It’s a magnetic bracelet. It’s supposed to restore the body’s energy flow, increase circulation and ease the pain of stiff and sore joints. Plus, it seems to accumulate paper clips and eating utensils/” (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)

Like a hummingbird following fragrance to a flower, the male sperm follows chemical attractants to find the female egg. Researchers now have identified a key part of the process and say the discovery could lead to a new form of contraception that does not depend on hormones. In laboratory tests, researchers have found that human sperm has a receptor, or chemical sensor, that causes the sperm to swim vigorously toward concentrations of a natural attractant. The precise compound present in the human female reproductive tract has not been identified, the researchers said. (Paul Recer, in the Rocky Mountain News, March 28, 2003)

When everything is coming your way, you’re in the wrong lane. (Steven Wright, comedian)

Earth’s magnetic field has flip-flopped, north and south, at least 171 times. The reversals have been confirmed in rocks in many parts of the world and dated by fossils and radioactive isotopes. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 331)

Earth’s magnetic field has been weakening. It seems to have lost 15 percent of its strength since 1670. At the present rate of increase, it will reach zero in 2,000 more years. Between the years 3500 and 4500, the magnetic field will not be sufficiently strong to ward off charged radiation from outer space. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 326)

It is a comparatively recent insight that light travels from the object to the eye. Until about 400 years ago, it was thought that there was “something” in the eye that went out and saw the object. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 322)

Stapelia flowers smell like rotting meat, and the leaves look like the skin of a dead animal. This attracts flies that feed on decaying flesh. The hungry flies then pollinate the flowers. (The Diagram Group, in Funky, Freaky Facts, p. 42)
Woman: “I'm sorry, but nothing about you attracts me.” Man: “They say that the thing that first attracts you to a person is the thing you end up hating about them. Maybe what we have here is the basis for a solid relationship.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)
Fisher Price is recalling 21,000 of their cookie-shaped magnets because children have been swallowing them. It’s a big problem. Apparently, parents noticed their kids sticking to the refrigerator and had to do something about it. (Rocky Mountain News)

Rejoice and men will seek you, grieve and they turn and go; they want full measure of all your pleasure, but they do not want your woe! (Ella Wheeler Wilcox)

Men attract not that which they want, but that which they are. (James Allen)

The message in stress and challenge for the most part is that we have attracted ourselves into a given situation to learn something valuable that enriches our soul. (Tom Skalitzky, Unity minister)

In “Peter and the Wolf,” the flute player trills an imitation of a mockingbird. A few years ago the National Symphony Orchestra performed outdoors in Washington, D.C. A real mockingbird in a nearby tree imitated the flute player imitating a mockingbird. Pretty much messed up the concert. (L. M. Boyd)

On close inspection, the mosquito may find you unappealing, or may simply prefer your spouse. It depends on her reaction to your body chemistry. (Richard Conniff, in Reader’s Digest)

Schopenhauer was the philosopher who peddled the “opposites attract” notion. For example, he thought tall men prefer short women and short women prefer thin men. This notion has been pretty well debunked. (L. M. Boyd)

First boy: “How can I get Jenny to like me?” Second boy: “It’s all in the pheromones. When two people are attracted to each other, it’s mostly due to the pheromones! It’s like a biochemical reaction!” First boy: “So I’ve got to get Jenny to react to my pheromones? How am I supposed to do that?” Third boy: “Try changing your socks, dude.” First boy: “Amen, brother!” (in Big Nate comic strip)

It’s surprising how many of our current social problems all seem to know where I live. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

In studies, men find a woman much more sexually attractive when she is dressed in red, and will spend more money on a date with her. Red does not, however, affect a man’s perceptions about her likeability, intelligence, or kindness. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 126)

In terms of human relationships, we hear that “opposites attract” and “like attracts like.” Which do you think is the more successful pairing? (J.T.) I think that the lower our self-esteem, the more we want someone different from ourselves; the higher our self-esteem, the more we want someone like ourselves. And couples with great self-respect are surely going to be happier. (Marilyn Vos Savant, in Parade magazine)

Women who ovulate prefer the scent of, and are sexually attracted to, men who have immune-system genes that differ from their own. Taking the Pill shifts a woman’s preferences toward men that have similar genes, so that when she goes off the Pill, her attraction for her mate may go off too. It’s best to pick a partner before going on the Pill. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 129)

At the turn of the century there lived a famous skeptic by the name of Robert Ingersoll. He went around the country preaching against Christ and God and the Bible and the Resurrection and a future life. One day he was waxing eloquent about the fact that there was no resurrection, there was no future life, there was no judgment, and there was no heaven and hell. At that point a drunk in the back of the auditorium wove his way to his feet and said, “Atta boy, Bobby, you tell ‘em. We’re counting on you!” (D. Joseph Kennedy)

It’s unfair! Why can older men still be attracted when women their age can no longer attract? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

There is little chance that meteorologists can solve the mysteries of weather until they gain an understanding of the mutual attraction of rain and weekends. (Arnot L. Sheppard, Jr.)
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