Be Careful What You Invent

In 1428, the fourth Earl of Salisbury became the first man to use the cannon in battle. Unfortunately, he also became the first person to be killed by a cannon. (Paul Stirling Hagerman, in It’s A Weird World, p. 112)

Francesco delle Barche invented a giant catapult that could hurl a 3,000-pound missile. During the siege of Zara, Dalmatia, in 1346, he became entangled in the catapult and was hurled into the town. Unbeknown to him, his wife was in the town. He landed on her - and both were killed! (Ripley’s Believe It Or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 243)
Earl Laphrop, inventor of the world’s first forgery-proof machine, was later sent to prison for life for forgery.  (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 94)
Robespierre, who urged the application of swift harsh measures under the Reign of Terror during the French Revolution, was himself summarily tried and executed in 1794. (Paul Stirling Hagerman, in It’s A Weird World)

Convicted Tyco CEO Dennis Kozlowski, in a letter written 10 years ago, urged that a Tyco assistant controller convicted of fraud receive “the maximum term,” because stealing is “a particularly egregious crime.” Prosecutors may use the letter in their upcoming sentencing recommendation. Kozlowski faces 15 to 30 years in prison for stealing more than $150 million from his company. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 15, 2005)

The Greek practice of ostracism or banishment was introduced and promoted by the Athenian statesman Clisthenes. According to legend, the first person to be ostracized from Athens was Clisthenes himself. (Paul Stirling Hagerman, in It’s A Weird World)

Shrapnel was invented by Gen. Henry Shrapnel, and he was the first man wounded by his own idea. It happened in a premature explosion at the 1793 evacuation of Dunkirk during the French revolutionary wars. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 94)
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