Bible Inconsistencies
The four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, selected for inclusion in the New Testament, are examples of books that did not carry the names of their actual authors. The present names were assigned long after those four books were written. In spite of what the Gospel authors say, biblical scholars are now almost unanimously agreed that none of the Gospel authors was either a disciple of Jesus or an eyewitness to his ministry. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 11)

The truth is that the Bible is far more fluid than most people realize. When the King James Version of the Bible was given out to the public, it was a longer book, or set of books, than is usually seen today. The sections that were removed, which began as early as 1629, are usually referred to as the Apocrypha. This series of twelve to fourteen separate works can still be acquired in a bound Bible by purchasing The Jerusalem Bible, a Catholic study Bible which can be found at your local Christian bookstore. Of course, in the same bookstore one can find all the other Bibles without the Apocrypha included among their pages. How many pages have been removed from the average Bible? Would you believe me if I told you the Apocrypha, bound in paperback form with average print size is almost five hundred pages of material? Well, so much for never having had anything taken away. (David Wilkinson, in Unity magazine)

With the aid of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which are 1,000 years older than the medieval texts that have generally been used, scholars have found many fascinating changes in the Bible. (U.S. News & World Report)
The Bible’s endorsement of violence: People who fear Muslims like to cite passages from the Koran that supposedly prove they want “to kill us all,” said Leonard Pitts Jr. The Muslim holy book does indeed contain passages calling for violence against nonbelievers. But so does the Bible. The Old Testament, for instance, flatly states that if anyone – “your very own brother, or son or daughter, or the wife that you love” – introduces you to a false religion, “you must certainly put him to death.” Moses tells the Israelites to “kill all the boys” of an enemy tribe, and “kill every woman who has slept with a man.” In Matthew, Jesus warns, “I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.” Scholars from both faiths can provide context that helps explain these troubling quotes from a more primitive time. (The Week magazine, April 8, 2011)

When it becomes generally understood by lay readers that Bible scholars are agreed there are upward of twenty thousand errors in the King James Version of the Bible, it will be readily acknowledged that mistaken ideas crept into the translation under the influence of dogmatic orthodoxy, enslaving mankind for ages. (Arthur E. Overbury)
Even the fathers of the church of the first centuries, A.D., agreed that, though they might quarrel about the culprits, the “original texts” were falsified; they still spoke openly of “interpolations, profanations, dcestr4uction, improvement, corruption, erasing.” (Erich von Daniken, in Miracles of the Gods)

Debate over precisely which inspired writings should be included in the New Testament began in the first quarter of the second century. Though formal councils of the church tried to settle the question for all time, and thought they succeeded, it is still a point of contention in the twentieth century. (Webb Garrison, in Strange Facts about the Bible, p. 297)
The Bible is still open to change. As late as 1966 over twenty changes were made in The Book of Isaiah using the recently discovered Isaiah scroll from the Dead Sea Scrolls collection at Wadi Qumran. (David Wilkinson, in Unity magazine)
The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, more than any other discovery we know, has enabled us, liberally, to walk into Biblical history. The discovery shows that very period which spans the entire life of Jesus and yet, there is not a simple reference to any Christian point of view other than very vague relationships. (Dr. John C. Trevor)

Chasing money changers from the Temple: The account in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke of Jesus doing this after his final entry into Jerusalem – just days before his arrest – conflicts with John’s Gospel which seems to have him performing the deed at the very beginning of his ministry. (Jeffery Sheler, in U.S. News & World Report)
The jury of modern biblical scholarship is still deliberating on the historicity of the Nativity. There was no census of the Roman world, but that is merely Luke’s device to get Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, where the Messiah was supposed to be born. If you’ll check Matthew’s version, no such roll-call tax is mentioned. In fact, these two gospels are the only biblical source about the Nativity, and they differ on almost every point in the story.  Luke gives us the census, “no room at the inn” and the manger, shepherds and the angel choirs. Matthew reports a house, the Star, and the Wise Men. Our traditional Christmas creche--baby Jesus cradled in straw, angels on the stable roof, shepherds and animals and Wise Men kneeling together, a star hovering above the whole scene--is a composite picture of both gospels. (Thomas Shepherd, in Unity magazine)
The oldest existing copies of the Gospels date from around two hundred years after the death of Jesus, and no two of these copies are exactly alike. In two hundred years, how many times must these manuscripts have been copied and recopied? How many mistakes must have been made by the scribes, who were usually priests with their own ideas about Christianity and Jesus? (James Dillet Freeman, in Unity magazine)

What we refer to as he “original texts” teem with easily provable and well-known errors. The most prominent of them, the Codex Sinaiticus, was written in the fourth century, A.D. It contains sixteen thousand corrections, which can be traced back to seven correctors. (Erich von Daniken, in Miracles of the Gods)

Paul has written much that is truthful and helpful; although he himself acknowledges that he sometimes “Sees as through a glass darkly.” One rightly hesitates long before challenging any of his teachings, both because of the demonstrable correctness of some of them, and because of his oft-repeated assertion that he was under divine guidance. The fact remains, however, that Christians, in granting infallibility to Paul and his teachings, have committed a colossal blunder; for it has opened the way for many forms of Pauline dogmatism to be substituted for the Christianity of Jesus Christ, and has so led them astray in many instances. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 55) 
I must remind you that the book of Revelation almost did not make it into the Bible at all. The Synod of Laodicea in the second half of the fourth century, refused to admit it into the Bible canon. In A.D. 412 the Synod of Carthage reversed the decision, but it remained a hot issue for at least one hundred years beyond that time. As late as Martin Luther the book of Revelation was still looked upon as suspect. Martin Luther actually removed the Apocalypse of St. John, our book of Revelation, completely from his 1534 German Bible. (David Wilkinson, in Unity magazine)
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