Bible Miracles Explained
Burning Bush
And the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and, behold, the bush was on fire, and the bush was not consumed. (Exodus 3:2)
The burning bush symbolizes trials and difficulties. In the olden days the wise men and prophets used and understood symbols, metaphors, similes, and figurative speech. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light,  p. 104)

Different attempts have been made to find a scientific explanation of this remarkable phenomenon. An expert on the botany of the Bible, Dr. Harold N. Moldenke, director and curator of the Botanical Garden in New York, has this to say: “Among the commentators who think that a natural explanation can be found, some think that the phenomenon of the bush that 'burned with fire' and yet 'was not consumed' can be explained as a variety of the gas-plant or Fraxinella, the Dictamnus Albus L. This is a plant with a strong growth about three feet in height with clusters of purple blossom. The whole bush is covered with tiny oil-glands. This oil is so volatile that it is constantly escaping and if approached with a naked light bursts suddenly into flames. The most logical explanation seems to be that suggested by Smith. He puts forward the theory that the 'flames' may have been the crimson blossoms of mistletoe twigs which grow on various prickly acacia bushes and acacia trees throughout the Holy Land and in Sinai. When this mistletoe is in full bloom the bush becomes a mass of brilliant flaming colour and looks as if it is on fire." (Werner Keller, in The Bible As History)

Moses, in a vision, saw a bush burning but not consumed; and when he went near it, he heard the divine voice speak to him. Moses was still in the vision. God's revelations and his divine communications are always imparted in visions and dreams. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light, p. 104)
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Jonah and the Whale

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish, and it swallowed up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. (Jonah 1:17)

Metaphorically, a fish or a whale means trouble, difficulty and dilemma. Even today when a man is host in a city it is said “He has been swallowed by the city." When a man is in a dilemma, we say “He is at sea," or "in the sea." (George M. Lamsa)

Nineveh means “a fish." A fish was one of the gods of Assyria. Some of the Assyrian tribes never ate fish and in some parts of the country sacred fish in ponds were revered and feared by the people. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light, p. 903)

It is now known that the sperm whale, which inhabits the Mediterranean, is quite capable of swallowing an object much larger than a man, and the same is true of the whale shark and other great marine animals. Both the Hebrew and Greek words used in reference to Jonah's “whale" could actually apply to any great marine monster. As a matter of fact, there have been in modern times a number of evidently well-verified instances of whales and sharks swallowing men alive and even one or two cases of men's actually surviving such an experience. (Henry M. Morris, in Science & the Bible)

Metaphysically, Jonah means that prophetic state of mind which, if used without divine love, fixes man in bondage to belief in a law of cause and effect wherein error sowing cannot be redeemed or forgiven. (Charles Fillmore, in Metaphysical Bible Dictionary)

A starfish devours a clam. The clam then seals shut its shell and marks time for about 14 days in the intestinal tract, until the starfish excretes it. The clam then goes off on its own again, unharmed. (L. M. Boyd)

The miracle in the story is the repentance of the people of Nineveh who heeded the warning of the prophet of God and turned away from their evil way. (George M. Lamsa)
**********************************************************

Manna in the Desert

Then the Lord said to Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather sufficient food, day by day. (Exodus 16:4)

This notorious manna is nothing more than a secretion exuded by tamarisk trees and bushes when they are pierced by a certain type of plant-louse which is found in Sinai. Without the plant-louse there would in fact be no manna at all. These little insects live primarily off tamarisks which are a type of tree indigenous to Sinai. (Werner Keller)

Manna falls on certain trees in the early morning and disappears when the sun is hot. Manna is like coriander seed, white, and the taste of it is like honey in the comb. The Hebrews gathered it from day to day. But on Friday they gathered for the Sabbath day also and it remained fresh. But on the other days of the week when they broke the divine command and gathered more than their daily need and had some left over for the next day, they always found worms in it. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light)

When the Israelites saw manna they did not know what it was, so they exclaimed, “What is it?" Even today no one knows what the origin of manna is or where it comes from. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light, p. 132)

The miracle or wonder is that the Lord God led the Israelites into an area where manna was plentiful. (George M. Lamsa, Old Testament Light, p. 132)
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Plagues of Egypt (Exodus 7 - 10 )
The Egyptian magicians performed many wonders in the presence of Pharaoh, so that the king gave little credence to the wonders which Moses and Aaron performed. This is why Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites leave Egypt. The superiority of Moses' wonders over the wonders of the Egyptians for a while was not sufficient to convince Pharaoh that God had sent Moses to Egypt to lead his people out. (George M. Lamsa)

Moses was divinely guided. He knew when the locusts were coming. All his predictions were divinely guided, and took place at the right time. The locusts swarm every seventeen years. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light,  p. 119)

Deposits from the Abyssinian lakes often colour the flood waters a dark reddish-brown, especially in the Upper Nile. That might well be said to look like “blood." At the time of the floods “frogs" and also “flies" sometimes multiply so rapidly that they become regular plagues on the land. Under the heading of “lice" would come undoubtedly the dog-fly. These often attack whole areas in swarms, affecting eyes, nose, and ears, and can be very painful. (Werner Keller, in The Bible As History, p. 120)

The Egyptian magicians, by some unknown means, also caused the river and canals to swarm with frogs. But Moses and Aaron had the power to destroy them; something which the Egyptian magicians could not do. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light)

Egypt, being a hot land, is an ideal place for the swarms of frogs, flies, and other insects which hatch and grow overnight. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light)

The fact that no swarms of flies were in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were living, was a miracle or a wonder. God protects those who trust in him. Moses had trusted in God. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light , p. 116)
**********************************************************

Quail in the Desert

And it came to pass that at evening the quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round about the camp. (Exodus 16:13)

The quail mentioned in the Bible came from Europe and other lands to winter in the Arabian Desert, just as they come today. Thousands of flocks of quail still winter in the warm Arabian Desert. They fly from Europe by hundreds of thousands to the Eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea. At times they are caught by strong winds and fall exhausted on the ground. They are gathered by natives and stored for food. Today, some of them are canned and shipped to European countries. During the fall months one sees large flocks of quail covering the ground for miles. (George M. Lamsa)
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Water from a Rock

You shall strike the flinty rock, and there shall gush water out of it. (Exodus 17:6)

In Arabia and other arid lands where water is scarce, wells and other sources of water are hidden in order to discourage roaming tribes from encamping, grazing the area, and using the scanty water supplies. Then again, in all parts of the Near East wells are covered to prevent animals and men from falling into them and to keep the drinking water clean. Large stones are placed upon the mouths of the wells and water sources, and are then covered with earth. Therefore, hidden wells are not easy to locate. God told Moses where to strike, and when he struck the rock or uncovered the mouth of the well, he found abundant water for the people to drink and for the herds and flocks also. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light, p. 134)

Major C. S. Jarvis, who was British Governor of Sinai in the thirties, has seen it happen himself. He writes: “Moses striking the rock at Rephidim and the water gushing out sounds like a genuine miracle, but the writer has actually seen this happen. Several men of the Sinai Camel Corps had halted in a dry wadi and were in the process of digging about in the rough sand that had accumulated at the foot of a rock face. They were trying to get at the water that was trickling slowly out of the limestone rock. The men were taking their time about it and Bash Shawish, the coloured sergeant, said: ‘Here, give it to me!’ He took the spade of one of the men and began digging furiously in the manner of N.C.O.'s the world over who want to show their men how to do things but have no intention of keeping it up for more than a couple of minutes. One of his violent blows hit the rock by mistake. The smooth hard crust which always forms on weathered limestone split open and fell away. The soft stone underneath was thereby exposed and out of its apertures shot a powerful stream of water.” (Werner Keller)

Moses had obviously got to know this highly unusual method of finding water during his exile among the Midianites. (Werner Keller, in The Bible As History, p. 143)
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