Blame

A Lodi, California, city employee is suing the city for damages after he backed a dump truck into his own parked car. Curtis Gokey, 51, has admitted that he caused the accident, but argues that because the “city’s vehicle damaged my private vehicle,” the city owes him $3,600. The city disagrees. “This is just one of these things where you go. ‘No, the citizens of Lodi are not going to pay for his error,’” said Steve Schwabauer, an attorney for the city. (The Week magazine, March 31, 2006)

Ziggy says to the computer in front of him: “Human error? You always say human error!” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

If the ancient Greeks weren’t sure who’d fathered the baby, they said it was the child of their greater god, Jupiter. (L. M. Boyd)

Don’t ascribe to malice that which is adequately explained by incompetence. (Napoleon Bonaparte)

He who cannot dance puts the blame on the floor. (Hindi proverb)

I swear it wasn’t my fault – the cat made me do it! (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Smokers say the leading cause of furniture fires is drinking. Drinkers say the leading cause of furniture fires is smoking. (L. M. Boyd)

“It’s your fault the check bounced. Why didn’t you tell me you were going to run to the bank the very same day!” (From the Landlord Protection Agency, thelpa.com, as it appeared in Reader’s Digest)

Grandpa: “Okay, okay! I’ll give you my honest opinion, even though it’ll put me in the doghouse. I don’t much care for your new clothes. In fact, I can’t stand ‘em. There. I said it. So do your worst.” Grandma: “Oh, thank goodness! I don’t like them either, but I didn’t want to hurt Sylvia’s feelings. Now I can just blame it on you. (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip) 

Doctor: “Your tests show that your condition is hereditary.” Patient: “Good! Send the bill to my parents.” (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)

$5.25 million is what a jury awarded six high school band members and a chaperone in Alice, Texas, who contracted tuberculosis from a bus driver. The award followed a guilty verdict of negligence against Garcia Holiday Tours and the driver, Raul Garcia, no relation to the company owners. The driver coughed repeatedly during a 2004 trip and was diagnosed with active tuberculosis nine days later. (Associated Press, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News, September 2l, 2007)

Thornapple: “But Chief, how can you say the design flaw in our new tea cozy is my fault? You know it isn’t!” Chief: “I didn’t say it was your fault, Thornapple. I merely said I was going to blame you!” (Art and Chip Sansom, in The Born Loser comic strip)

We are responsible for each other, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that you are my fault. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Poll watch: 54% of Americans say President George W. Bush is most responsible for the country’s economic problems, while 29% blame President Obama. 9% say both are to blame. (The Washington Post/ABC News Poll, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 24, 2012)

That’s their excuse, anyway: Excrement dumped out of windows into the streets in 18th-century London contaminated the city’s water supply and forced locals to drink gin instead. (Liza Lentini & David Mouzon, in Discover magazine)

Dan: “You mean Sylvia’s gone to Malaysia to look for me?” Grandpa: “’Fraid so. It’s my fault, Dan. I should’ve tried to stop her.” Grandma: “No, no. It’s my fault. I’m the one who got her all worried and upset.” Grandpa: “She’s right. It’s her fault. I just said it was my fault to be polite. (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)

Dr. Brown, an eye doctor in Texas, came out of a supermarket and found his fender bashed in. A note left on the front seat had the name and phone number of the culprit. When he called and identified himself, there was a long silence before the woman on the line exploded, “Dr. Brown! I told you three months ago I needed glasses.” (Shirley Louther, in Reader’s Digest)

Forget blame. The best recruiters will tell you it doesn’t matter who was at fault. Unless you’re a darn good swimmer, don’t burn bridges. (Harvey Mackay, in Outswimming The Sharks)

Frustration is not having anyone to blame but yourself. (Bits & Pieces)
A California man is suing two Las Vegas casinos for making it easy for him to lose $5.5 million since 1995. Shibley Horaney says the MGM Mirage and MGM Grand exploited his gambling addiction by offering him free hotel rooms, transportation, and bottomless credit lines. “There are lots of cases where people make their own decisions and choices and then turn around and sue the casino,” said a spokesman for the Mirage. (The Week magazine, February 4, 2005)

Arson aboard ship is “an act of God,” according to the Harter Act in the maritime laws. Doesn’t mean the fire-setter can’t be prosecuted for the crime. But it relieves everybody of civil responsibility, meaning you can’t sue for damages. (L. M. Boyd)

While eating her dinner that she doesn’t like, Dolly says: “But I didn’t turn up my nose, Mommy. God did it.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Heredity is a splendid phenomenon that relieves us of responsibility for our shortcomings. (Doug Larson)

55% of American drivers say they’re changing their driving habits as a result of high gas prices. 36% say recent events in the Middle East are to blame for high prices, while 33% blame oil companies, 11% blame President Obama and Democrats, and 6% blame congressional Republicans. (McClatchy Newspapers-Marist poll, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 6, 2011)

Our culture peculiarly honors the act of blaming, which it takes as the sign of virtue and intellect. (Lionel Trilling)

One evening my sister was sleeping in her bedroom upstairs when her eight-year-old son, Jason, was in his room on the first floor. Suddenly she was awakened by a loud crash. A van had run off the road, smacked into the side of the house and came to a stop in the living room. Her first thought was of her son. “Jason!” she yelled out – and from downstairs her son yelled back, “I didn’t do it, Ma!” (Tammy Bonneau, in Reader’s Digest)

The man who can smile when things go wrong has thought of someone else he can blame it on. (Robert Bloch, author)

Obviously certain mistakes were made in creating the universe, but nobody wants to take the blame. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots) 

Boss to employee: “We’ve decided, Sherman, to give you more responsibility. From now on, you’ll be responsible for everything that goes wrong.” (Marty Lowe, in The Wall Street Journal)

Proud Mom: “Come on, Jim, April’s concert begins in 45 minutes – and the taxi’s waiting! Her band will be playing at the Metro Center for the first time! I am so excited! It’s because of you she’s a musician. You taught her to play the guitar. You sent her for lessons – you listened to her practice. You taught her to sing harmony and to put feeling into everything she did! If she becomes a rock star, it’s because of you!” Jim: “I get blamed for everything.” (Lynn Johnson, in For Better or For Worse comic strip)

Bad week for: Accountability, after Texas Governor Rick Perry said the massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico should not be blamed on the oil industry, calling such spills “acts of God that cannot be prevented.” (The Week magazine, May 14, 2010)

We only have one person to blame, and that's each other. (Barry Beck, New York Ranger, on who started a brawl during the National Hockey League Stanley Cup playoffs, in Catholic Digest)

When government accepts responsibility for people, then people no longer take responsibility for themselves. (George Pataki)

MARGINAL NOTE: Quarrels wouldn’t last long if the fault were only on one side. (Country Extra magazine)

Billy: “That rock tripped me!” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

The man who can smile when something has gone wrong may have just thought of someone he can blame it on. (Leslie B. Flynn & Bernice Flynn, in Humorous Incidents and Quips for Church Publications, p. 57)

Of all of history’s killers, it’s believed Joseph Stalin was responsible for killing the most people. He’s blamed for the deaths of 20 million. (L. M. Boyd)

A Chicago woman sued a grocery store this week for injuries allegedly sustained after slipping on grapes. The woman’s lawyer, Mark Solmor, said that “produce sections are notoriously dangerous” because of such hazards as watermelon juice, stray cherry tomatoes, and most of all, grapes. “They are very stealthy, those grapes,” said Solmor. “They are small, they are round, and they roll.” (The Week magazine, April 2, 2010)

This tendency to blame was illustrated by an episode in Charles Schultz’s Peanuts comic strip where Charlie Brown informs Lucy that he has received bad grades on his report card. When Lucy inquires as to how his parents will react to this news, Charlie tells her they will do the normal thing – blame the teacher. The underlying message in all this is often, “If only somebody else had done something differently, I wouldn’t be in the predicament I’m in. It’s their fault and I’m not responsible.” (Charles Dickson, in New Realities magazine)

Few people will turn to themselves to take responsibility for their actions until they have exhausted all opportunities to blame someone else. (Larry Winget)
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