Blending

If this particular type of caterpillar eats leaves, it takes on the color and shape of a twig. If it eats flowers, it will start to look like a flower. This species in the Southwest is called the Nemoria Arizonaria. (L. M. Boyd)

In 1972, Mo Siegel, the founder of Celestial Seasonings Tea, came up with a hibiscus and rose hip blend that had a sharp and pleasing flavor and a natural bright red color. He called it Red Zinger. His timing was good -- food was becoming a counterculture issue as hippies, who once scarfed down burgers, were suddenly gravitating to natural foods, vegetarianism, and other “alternative” diets. The Red Zinger name (reminiscent of “Screaming Yellow Zonkers,” the trippy snack food of the late 1960s), the tangy flavor, and the promise of healthy ingredients were exactly what the bells and patchouli crowd had in mind. (Jack Mingo, in How The Cadillac Got Its Fins, p. 112)

Dilbert: “I have become one with my computer. It is a feeling of ecstasy. The perfect blend of logic and emotion. I have reached . . .” Dogbert: “Nerdvana.” (Scott Adams, in The Dilbert Zone comic strip)
Duck tape was originally green and developed by Johnson & Johnson for the U.S. military, which wanted a waterproof tape that would keep the moisture out of (and blend in with) their ammunition cases. During the postwar housing boom, it was discovered that it was also good for heating and air conditioning duct work, so the color was changed from army green to silver, and duck tape became duct tape. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 19)
Evening in Hebrew, means the blending. When the day’s activity is quieted, when the soul stands so close to its maker, and men rest in the quiet certainty of the Father’s love, their consciousness blends with the infinite. (Dr. Nona L. Brooks)

Your ideas don't have to be big to be creative. The Frisbee didn't change the world, but it gave people loads of fun and made a mint. The adhesive bandage, safety pin, paper cup and soda can pop-top were “small” ideas. Still, they were prime examples of imagination, curiosity, common sense and hard work--all blended to fill a need, solve a problem and make life a bit better. (Lester David, in Reader's Digest)

Why do leopards have all those spots? Because they spend most of their idle hours asleep in the branches of a tree. Sunlight shining through the leaves and striking the animal provides perfect camouflage. You can stand so close to the trees you can’t see the leopards. About the only enemy a leopard has is a man with a gun. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 113)
When developing a new product, make sure it will fulfill a need. That's what Betty Nesmith, an executive secretary, did in 1951. The speed of the electric typewriter, new on the market, seemed to multiply typing errors. She concocted a mixture of water-based paint and a coloring agent that blended with the bank's stationery. Soon other employees wanted to use her correction fluid, and in 1956, she was making and selling the product fulltime. In 1979, Gillette bought her Liquid Paper Corporation for $47.5 million. (Joe Griffith, in Speaker's Library of Business , p. 304)

In China they blend modern medicine with ancient ideas very effectively. Why does it work so well there? First, they have been doing this for several thousand years, and came early to a wisdom about the body and its relationship to the natural order. Second, because they were isolated for such a long time, they were able to be selective when they were introduced to Western techniques. They had a wonderful opportunity to beg, borrow and blend what they wanted from the West with what they knew from experience. (Bill Moyers, in USA Weekend)

Masters of disguise, moths are so instinctively clever they settle only on the kinds of vegetation which blend in with their coloring. (Larry Masidlover)

We sit together, the mountain and I, until only the mountain remains. (Li Po - 701-762 A.D.)

When the octopus does venture out from its constructed bunker, millions of cells on the surface of its skin are all sensing and responding to the world around, instantly changing shape and color to perfectly match its immediate surroundings. Once, after staring at a tide pool in Baja California for a long time, I thought I spied an octopus, but the small waves cresting the tide pool walls riffled the surface too much to be sure. My eyes failing me, I reached my hand in to engage my tactile senses, and instantly a dark cloud of smoky ink filled the pool. By the time it cleared, I had confirmed my identification, but the beast was long gone. (Rafe Sagarin, in Learning From the Octopus, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 23, 2012)

A flower spider changes its color to match the flower it's in. Takes it maybe four days to get its color just right, but it keeps working on it. (L. M. Boyd)

The African nation of Tanzania came into being in 1964 as two countries merged their nations, and names. One was Zanzibar, which is also known as the Isle of Cloves. It produces much of the world’s supply of cloves. The island nation of Zanzibar joined with the nearby mainland country of Tanganyika, taking “Tan” from Tanganyika and “Zan” from Zanzibar pulls “ia” from each, to form the word “Tanzania” as the name of their new country. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 114)
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