How Things Have Changed

Behold, I tell you a mystery:
We shall not all die, but we shall all be changed.
(1 Corinthians 15:51)
The actors in the first English play to be performed in America were arrested, as acting was considered evil. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 148)

Adolescence is a period of rapid change. While a child is between the ages of 12 and 17, a parent may age 20 years. (Bits & Pieces) 

Until 1930, all meals served aboard airliners in this country were cold meals. That year saw the appearance of the first stewardess aboard a domestic airline, a registered nurse. Before then, the copilot had the job of serving meals to the passengers. (James Meyers, in Mammoth Book of Trivia)

Elephants, lions, and camels roamed Alaska 12,000 years ago. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 39)

In 1908, half of all Americans lived on farms or in towns with fewer than 2,500 people. (L. M. Boyd)

In the Middle Ages having ants in the house was a sign of good luck. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 8)

In the 1910s, there were about 300 auto companies in business in the United States. Today, just a small number of companies (primarily General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, and American Motors) put out “the American dream.” (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 65)

When the Wright Brothers made aviation history at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, their initial 12-second flight spanned a distance shorter than the wingspan of a Boeing 747 jumbo jet -- which measures 195.7 feet from tip to tip. (Denver P. Tarle, in A Treasury of Trivia,  p. 20)

The only person who likes change is a wet baby. (Roy Blitzer)

In 1937, the Chelsea Baby Club in London distributed metal cages that were hung outside of tenement windows to give babies fresh air and sunshine. (Don Voorhees, in The Super Book of Useless Information, p. 254)
Barber’s striped pole: Men used to go to a barber’s shop for a haircut. Each shop had a red-and-white striped pole outside This was because barbers used to “bleed” people. They cut a person’s arm and let it bleed. This was thought to cure some illnesses. Barbers wrapped the used bandages around a pole and left it outside as a sign that they would bleed people. (The Diagram Group, in Funky, Freaky Facts, p. 41)

Early this century, Philadelphia Athletics owner Connie Mack awarded pitcher Rube Waddell a contract stipulating that Waddell's battery mate, Ossie Shreck, could not eat crackers in bed when the pair shared a room on the road. In those days, baseball players had to share not only a hotel room when traveling, but the same bed as well! (Denver P. Tarle, in A Treasury of Trivia, p. 61)

Before 1859, baseball umpires sat behind home plate in rocking chairs. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 70)
Up until thirteen thousand years ago, there were giant beavers in North America that were eight feet long. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 172)

Recently I spoke to a large gathering of business and professional women, all of whom are capable, alert and talented persons. I commented that I had recently read the book entitled Ten Tall Texans, and that all of the biographies, with only one exception, were of famous men. Then I gave the challenge: “Why doesn't someone in this audience write a book entitled Ten Terrific Texans, a volume of biographies of outstanding women?” A few days later one of the executives called and told me that she had accepted my challenge and had begun writing such a book with a slightly different title: Women Who Change Things . . . Besides Diapers! (William Arthur Ward, in Abundant Living)

An adult has 206 bones. A newborn infant has 300. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 37)

A quarter of the people in Boston now live on land that was once under water. They filled it in. (L. M. Boyd)

Italy and Switzerland have agreed to redraw their border because global warming is melting the Alpine glaciers that mark their respective boundaries. The border had been fixed since 1861. (London Daily Telegraph, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 3-10, 2009)

In 1860s Fort Worth, a buffalo hide was worth about $1. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 262)
You can't change where you are in time, but don't worry -- it's constantly changing itself. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Eight different cities--in addition to Washington, D.C. -- have served as the capital of the United States. Philadelphia was the first U.S. capital, and then Baltimore took over until March 1777. After that the capital was constantly moved because of fighting in the Revolutionary War. It was located in Lancaster and York, Pennsylvania, Trenton and Princeton, New Jersey, and Annapolis, Maryland. After the war, New York City became the capital -- then Philadelphia again, and finally, in 1800, Washington. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 69)
First American car race: Chicago, in 1895. Average speed: 7.5 mph. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 220)

The butterfly said to the caterpillar: “Sorry, I'm late, I had to change.”
(Walter Fiscus)

In the early nineteenth century, celery was a “classy” food. It was placed in the middle of the table as a centerpiece in a fancy pressed-glass celery vase. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 241)

Didn't one pope have a son who also became a pope? Yes. Pope Hormisdas, 514-523, was the father of Pope Silverius, 536-537. The first 37 popes weren’t committed to celibacy. (Boyd's Curiosity Shop, p. 75)

Cinderella’s slippers were originally made of fur. The story was inadvertently changed by a translator in the 1600s, who confused the very similar old French words for “glass” and “fur” – verre and vair, respectively. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 117)

Hillary Clinton was once a Republican. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 151)

Coca Cola slogan from 1906: “The Great National Temperance Beverage.” (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 258)
Up until the 1940s, pink was typically considered the color for boys and blue the color for girls. (Don Voorhees, in The Super Book of Useless Information, p. 254)
It's infuriating to realize that the comic book confiscated by your mother 40 years ago may now be worth thousands of dollars. (Doug Larson, United Features Syndicate)

“You haven't changed a bit!” an old friend exclaimed after a good, long visit. My immediate, inadvertent blurted response surprised me as much as it did him. “Oh, really?” I said. “That's very disappointing!”
We both laughed. I hadn't seen the man in years. What he said had been intended as a compliment. He had wanted to affirm certain beliefs which he had observed to be intact. Then, in response to my reaction, he went on to say something I will cherish as long as I live. “The thing that hasn't changed a bit,” he said, “is your commitment to change.”
I really like that. The motto of my life is: “I am not what I used to be and, thank God, I'm not what I'm going to be!” (Lloyd J. Ogilvie)

In the 1830s, more than a hundred years before the first generation of modern computers, Charles Babbage, the English mathematician, designed an “analytical engine” that would perform the four major functions of human computing: carrying out arithmetic operations, having a memory, making a choice of computing sequence, and being capable of numerical input and output. Steam-powered, the machine was designed to store a memory of 1,000 fifty-digit numbers; it was to work with punch-card entry; final results were to be printed automatically and set in type. When the machine required further values for calculations in progress, its operator would be summoned by a bell. Lack of money prevented its development. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 293)

The drifting of the Earth's crust means the continents have not always been in the same place. North Africa was once covered in a sheet of ice and was where the South Pole is today. And the South Pole was once covered with rain forests. (The Usborne Book of Facts & Lists)

Almost every county in the United States has been under the ocean at least once in the past 400 million years. (Noel Vietmeyer, in Reader's Digest)

C.W. Post introduced coupons in 1895 when he offered “one-cent off” to kick off sales for his new cereal, Post's Grape Nuts. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 84)

When our farm required an extra truck driver for harvest, we hired Dave despite his lack of experience. We advised him to pick a landmark so he could remember the turnoff to the field. On his first day, things ran smoothly until his third trip to the field. Dave got lost. “Didn't you pick something to help you remember where to turn?” I asked. “I did,” Dave replied. “But the cows moved.” (Clinton Farstveet, in Reader's Digest)

The Packard was the first car to cross the continent. It took 52 days in 1903. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 101)

Cupid was a symbol of pedophile love in ancient Greece. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 133)

Little boy to friend: “I hate that Current Events class. Every day it's something new.” (Mel Yauk, in Family Circle)

Duck tape was originally green and developed by Johnson & Johnson for the U.S. military, which wanted a waterproof tape that would keep the moisture out of (and blend in with) their ammunition cases. During the postwar housing boom, it was discovered that it was also good for heating and air conditioning duct work, so the color was changed from army green to silver, and duck tape became duct tape. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 19)
It's obvious that the earth is still changing; what's not so obvious is its intended final form. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

During most of earth’s geologic history, the North and South poles had no ice. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 242)

Good week for: Changing with the times, after Encyclopedia Britannica announced that after 244 years, it would no longer make its 32-volume print encyclopedia and instead focus on its digital business. (The Week magazine, March 23, 2012)
Everyone thinks of changing humanity and nobody thinks of changing himself. (Leo Tolstoy)
For years the No. 1 excuse was “The check is in the mail.” This has given way to “The Computer is down.” (Les Bostic)

If you haven't failed yet, you probably will. The rapid change that drives business today calls for action in the face of uncertainty -- which means occasional stumbles. Says Harvard Business School professor John Kotter: “I can imagine a group of executives 20 years ago discussing a candidate for a top job and saying, ‘This guy had a big failure when he was 32.’ Everyone else would say, ‘Yep, that's a bad sign.’ I can imagine that same group considering a candidate today and saying, ‘What worries me about this guy is that he's never failed.’” (Patricia Sellers, in Reader's Digest)

What you and I might call fat was considered beautiful to the early Hawaiians, and any lady who weighed 300 pounds was approaching perfection. (Boyd's Curiosity Shop, p. 48)

Fat was fashionable right up till the turn of the twentieth century. The biggest sex symbol of the late 1800s was two-hundred-pound Lillian Russell. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 120)

In the early days of filmmaking, the people working the sets were called movies and the films were called motion pictures. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 112)

The first women flight attendants, in 1930, were required to be single, trained nurses between twenty and twenty-six years of age, no more than five feet four inches tall and 118 pounds. (Noel Botham, in The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information, p. 76)

The Ford cost a mere one hundred and seventy-five pounds in England in 1914, and by 1924 one could be bought for one hundred and five pounds (two hundred and ninety dollars in the United States). (Michael Sedgwick, in Early Cars, p. 51)
Although the word “ghetto” today connotes impoverished urban centers, it originally pertained to quarters where Jews were forced to live, irrespective of social class. In Venice in the early 1500s, Jews were housed on an island with an iron foundry. The Italian word for foundry is gheto. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in That’s A Fact, Jack!, p. 17)

God loves us the way we are . . . loves us too much to leave us that way.
(Unity of Springfield newsletter)

Goldfish were originally green. The Chinese bred them to be many different colors. Gold stuck. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 10)

Grape-Nuts cereal was once advertised as an aid to maintaining sobriety. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 258)
The handshake is a friendly gesture today, but it originated in ancient times out of suspicion. Strangers shook hands to show that they were unarmed. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 28)
The first hard drive available for the Apple computer had a capacity of five megabytes. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 74)

A country philosopher said, “Whenever I meet a fellow who says he hasn't changed his views in the last twenty-five years, I'm always glad that he is more liberal about his socks.” (Jim Ockley)

From 1898 to 1910, the German pharmaceutical company Bayer advertised heroin as cough medicine for children and a non-addictive morphine substitute to cure morphine addiction. Eventually it was discovered that heroin is actually converted to morphine when metabolized in the liver, leading the company to discontinue their marketing. Bayer lost trademark rights to heroin after World War I. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 108)

The last massive geologic event to affect the shape of North America was the Great Ice Age that, during at least four major periods in the past two million years, covered the continent with ice sheets up to two miles thick as far south as Missouri. So much water was locked up in the glaciers that at times ocean levels dropped over 300 feet, exposing a land bridge between Siberia and Alaska. Drifting westward across the bridge into Asia were camels, modern horses and other animals that had evolved in America. (Robert Schiller, in Reader's Digest)

In 1915 the average annual American family income was $687. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 46)

America had no income tax at all for almost the first hundred years of the nation's history. The first income tax wasn't put into effect until the Civil War, in 1862. The tax didn't last long, because the Supreme Court declared it unconstitutional. The court cited Article I of the Constitution, which said Congress could levy taxes only with regard to the proportion of population in each state. The income tax didn't become permanent until 1913, when the Sixteenth Amendment was passed. That made it legal for the government to collect income tax for the first time in history. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 123)

In 1864, the top U.S. income tax rate was 3 percent. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 183)

Original intentions for five inventions: Play-Doh --cleaning compound; Neon lamps --for ordinary lighting; Air conditioning --to improve color printing; Cellophane --as a see-through tablecloth; Scotch tape --for auto spray-paint shops. (World Features Syndicate)

Blue jeans now come from the store looking the way they used to when they were ready for the ragbag. (Doug Larson, United Feature Syndicate)

Both Kellogg’s Corn Flakes and Graham Crackers were originally marketed as remedies for chronic masturbation. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 161)

Ketchup was originally a Chinese medicine. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 64)
Kleenex tissues were originally manufactured as gas mask filters during World War I. (James Meyers, in Mammoth Book of Trivia, p. 10)
Of America’s 2.3 billion acres of land, its original proprietors, native Indian tribes, now own 2 percent of it. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 95)

Here’s an example of how much language can change. An English king once said that a building was “awful” and “artificial” – and he meant that as a compliment. The word “awful” once meant “awe-inspiring,” and the word “artificial” meant “full of art.” Now, those words have exactly the opposite meanings. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 238)

Until 1896, England had a law prohibiting any power-driven vehicle from traveling over four miles an hour on the public highways.
(E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts , p. 74)

A cave man’s life span was only 18 years. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 75)

How many psychiatrists does it take to change a light bulb? Only one, but the light bulb has to really want to change. (National Federation of the Blind, in Wit & Witticism, p. 19)

At the turn of the century most light bulbs were hand-blown and cost the equivalent of half a day's pay for the average worker. (William S. Ellis, in National Geographic)
At our Thanksgiving gathering, our 4-year-old granddaughter, Abbie, updated the aunts, uncles and cousins on our farm’s livestock inventory. “We have calves, chickens, and we used to have pigs,” she said. “But now we have bacon.” (Lois Kline, in Country magazine)

Fifty years ago parents were apt to have a lot of kids. Nowadays kids are apt to have a lot of parents. (Ernest D. Lawson)

Overheard: “What a frustrating day. I put three dollars in the change machine this morning -- and I'm still me.” (Jay Trachman, in One to One)

There is rarely any way to make people like change. You can only make them feel less threatened by it. (Bits & Pieces)
When Henry Hudson discovered Manhattan 400 years ago this month, the island was an Eden of hilly forests, bird-filled wetlands, and stream-crossed meadows, with more plant species than Yosemite has today. The human population was about 600 Native Americans. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, September 25, 2009)

George Washington grew marijuana in his garden. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 2)

College grads now earn a master’s degree in two or three year programs, but until 1869, the M.A. was an honorary award. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 71)
Paul McCartney used the working words “scrambled eggs” before coming up with “yesterday” while composing that song. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 88)

In 1711, when work on St. Paul's Cathedral in London was completed and was shown to George I, the King is reported to have exclaimed to its architect, Christopher Wren, that the work was “aweful” and “artificial.” In the eighteenth century, “aweful” meant awe-inspiring, and “artificial” meant full of great art. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 17)

About three o'clock one morning the telephone rang in Dr. Gallup's house. Sleepily the king of public opinion polls got out of bed and lifted the receiver. “Is that Dr. Gallup?” said the voice at the other end of the line. “Yes, yes. What do you want?” “I've just rung up to tell you I've changed my mind.” (Tit-Bits) 

The first minimum wage was established in America in 1938. It was 25 cents per hour. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 37)

The morning after our 20-year-old daughter, Coleen, got home from college for a holiday break, she came into the living room, all sleepy-eyed and bundled in her robe. Walking over to the couch, she cuddled up next to me and put her head on my shoulder. “Coleen,” I said nostalgically as I stroked her hair, “when you were a little girl, you would crawl up on my lap at the breakfast table and say, ‘Cheerios, Mommy. Cheerios.’” After the briefest moment of silence, Coleen whispered, “MasterCard, Mommy. MasterCard!” (Kathleen Hayden, in Reader’s Digest)

Folding money, invented by the Chinese, was first made of deerskin. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 27)
 
In a mere half-century, movies have gone from silent to unspeakable.
(Doug Larson, United Feature Syndicaste)

One of the greatest mysteries of life is how the idiot that your daughter married can be the father of the smartest grandchildren in the whole wide world. (Bits & Pieces)

A generation ago most people who finished a day's work needed rest -- now they need exercise. (Los Angeles Times Syndicate)

Over the years, the Niagara Falls have moved more than 7 miles from their original site. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 120)
Often we change jobs, friends and spouses instead of ourselves. (Akbarali H. Jetha, in Reflections)

When the Shell Oil Company first opened its doors, it was a seashell novelty shop. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 9)

Women were not allowed to take part in the first Olympics. They were not even allowed to watch! Only one woman, a special priestess, was allowed to attend the Games. Any other woman caught watching was thrown off a cliff. (Betty Debnam, in Rocky Mountain News)

At a street corner: “It seems like only yesterday my kid was cutting his teeth – and his hair.” (Gibbon, Nebraska, Reporter)

In 1865, opium was grown in the state of Virginia and a product was distilled from it that yielded 4 percent morphine. In 1867, it was grown in Tennessee; six years later it was cultivated in Kentucky. During these years, opium, marijuana, and cocaine could be purchased legally over the counter from any chemist. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 152)

Just four months ago, Joe Paterno was celebrating a crowning triumph to his six-decade career. Pennsylvania State University had just defeated Illinois, giving Paterno his 409th win – a record for a major-college football coach. The 85-year-old was presented with a commemorative plaque in a post-game ceremony, and his legacy seemed guaranteed. But within days his former defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky had been indicted and arrested on charges of sexually assaulting young boys. Soon after, it emerged that Paterno had been told of an accusation against Sandusky in 2002, but failed to report the incident to police. He was abruptly fired three games short of completing his 46th season as head coach. (The Week magazine, February 3, 2012)

Pepsi-Cola was invented by a young pharmacist named Caleb Bradham in 1898. Originally called “Brad’s Drink,” the beverage was first marketed as a digestive aid and energy booster; it was renamed Pepsi-Cola because of its pepsin and kola nut content. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 20)
The president of a small manufacturing firm was filling out one of those endless government questionnaires. One question was, “What is your fastest moving item?” Without hesitation the man wrote, “Personnel.”
(Bits & Pieces)

Petrified wood was once so abundant that the Pueblo Indians in New Mexico and Arizona used it for building material. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 263)

After ten years of use, seventy percent of the solid weight of your pillow is likely to be dust mite excrement. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 20)

For hundreds of years, pizza was considered food for peasants. A form of pizza called “focaccia” doesn’t use tomatoes and has been around for more than 3,000 years. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

James Whitcomb Riley received $500 per word for the poem “An Old Sweetheart of Mine.” At his peak, Charles Dickens earned about a dollar a word, an unheard-of sum at that time. Today an author with a good agent and a big-selling novel can earn over a million dollars for just one book. (If he gets a good movie contract.) (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia,  p. 196)
French poodles were first bred in Germany as water retrievers. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 162)

Back in 1847, the idea of a stamp seemed radical enough to put some Americans’ backs up. Until then the federal postal system had operated without stamps. Mail usually traveled postage due. To claim a letter, the addressee, rather than the addressor, paid its postage. This C.O.D. system, paying for goods only upon delivery, made sense in the uncertain early years of the Republic. (John Ross, in Smithsonian magazine)

During the Alaskan Klondike gold rush, potatoes were so valued for their vitamin C content that miners traded gold for potatoes. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 168)

Procter & Gamble originally manufactured candles before moving on to soap. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 97)
We're all in favor of progress, providing we can have it without changing. (Morrie Brinkman)

During the Middle Ages, few people were able to read or write. The clergy were virtually the only ones who could. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 148)

The past 30 years have featured a massive redistribution of wealth in America from everybody else to the top 1 percent, and, much more radically, the top one-tenth of 1 percent (that is, the richest thousandth) of Americans. Consider these figures from the Economic Policy Institute. In 1979, the top 1 percent of wage earners made 9.4 times as much, on average, as the bottom 90 percent of the populace. This ratio had remained virtually unchanged since the end of World War II. Meanwhile, the top 0.1 percent made 21 times as much as the bottom 90 percent – again, a ratio that had barely budged in the postwar period. Since then, the income ratio of the top 1 percent relative to the bottom 90 percent has doubled, making it about the same as what the ratio of the top 0.l percent to the bottom 90 percent was for the first 35 years of the postwar period. That’s startling enough, but the most radical redistribution of income has been at the very top of the economic pyramid. The top 0.l percent now enjoys a wage ratio about 70 times that of the bottom 90 percent – an astounding generational transfer of literally trillions of dollars from nine out of 10 Americans to the superrich. (Paul Campos, in Rocky Mountain News, October 22, 2008)
The word “repent” is translated from a Greek word meaning “to think differently, to reconsider.” In our modern terminology we might say “to change the mind, to get a new point of view.” So “to repent” is to have a new idea about something. Every time we change our minds or have a new idea about something, we are actually repenting. (Carl Moran, in New Thought magazine)

Menoceras, a prehistoric rhinoceros that was the size of a pony, roamed America’s Midwest about 20 million years ago. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 244)

The first Rolls Royce marketed in 1906, sold for about $784. Now it would fetch about $295,000. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 74)

The largest desert in the world -- the Sahara, the very word, in Arabic, for “desert” -- is as large in area as the United States. The Sahara wasn't always a Sahara. Twenty thousand years ago, glaciers covered much of Europe, and cool winds brought moisture to northern Africa. What is now desert was then a pleasant land with rivers and lakes, forests and grasslands. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 326)

The Sahara Desert is expanding south at the rate of about a half-mile a year. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 53)

As postmaster of New Salem, Indiana, Abraham Lincoln’s salary was $55.70 -- per year. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 97)

In colonial Boston, schoolteachers earned about seven cents a day. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 75)

Seashells can be found in rocks high up on some mountains, such as the Apennines in Italy. The rocks were once at the bottom of the sea. They were pushed upwards over million of years, as the crust of the Earth crumpled. (The Usborne Book of Facts & Lists: Omnibus Edition, p. 9)

Before 1920, it was technically legal to send children through the mail. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 181)
In 1885, The Home Insurance Company of Chicago was the tallest building in the world. The skyscraper was nine stories tall. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 11)

You used to put your kids to sleep at night with bedtime stories. Now they come in at bedtime and tell you stories that keep you awake all night. (Pipe Lines)

If you think old soldiers just fade away, try getting into your old Army uniform. (Dr. Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

The military custom of sounding taps before bedtime originated in public houses, where a signal known as “taps-up” alerted drinkers that the tap room was about to close for the night. (Denver P. Tarle, in A Treasury of Trivia)
Spring was once the time for taking the young virgins into the fields, there in dalliance to set an example in fertility for nature to follow. Now we just set the clocks an hour ahead and change the oil in the crankcase. (E. B. White)

The original Stanley Cup, a silver bowl given to the National Hockey League champion each year, was worth $48.67 when Lord Stanley of Preston donated it back in 1893. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book , p. 93)

I hope that we never meet again in this state of consciousness. (J. Sig Paulson)
The Suez Canal was originally slated to be the site for the Statue of Liberty. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 84)

A device invented as a primitive steam engine by the Greek engineer Hero, about the time of the birth of Christ, is used today as a rotating lawn sprinkler. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 187)

The tax on $4,000 annual income in 1913 was one cent. (L. M. Boyd)
We spend the first part of our human experience avidly accumulating things and the other half wondering what in the world we're going to do with all the stuff. (Margret E. Keatts)

Way back when, tombstones were first placed on plots over the dead so that the deceased could not come out and harm the living. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 80)

Through the years, how long has it taken to travel from coast to coast? 1849 - 166 days by covered wagon

1860 - 60 days by stagecoach

1870 - 11 days by train

1923 - 26 1/2 hours by air

1938 - 17 1/2 hours by DC-3

1975 - 5 hours by 747

1981 - 8 minutes by space shuttle. (Rocky Mountain News)

I never thought I'd see the day when TV dinners had more taste than TV. (Angie Papadakis)

Sorting a collection of books left to me by my grandfather, I came across a dictionary printed in 1901. Leafing through it my eye fell upon “uranium.” It was defined, “A worthless metal, not found in U.S.”
(Owen W. Stout, in Phoenix Flame)

Women in ancient Egypt thought varicose veins on the legs and bosom were beautiful and even colored them with dye. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 121)

America’s first minimum wage, in 1938, was 25 cents an hour. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 301)

Then and now: The average American used between 5 and 10 gallons of water a day in 1904. Today’s American uses 100 gallons of water per day. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 101)

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries it was fashionable to wear one’s wedding ring on the thumb. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 168)

During The Flintstones’ first season, Fred, Barney, and Wilma smoked cigarettes in a Winston commercial that ran during the show. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 18)

There was a time when what's now Yellowstone National Park was on the Pacific Ocean. (L. M. Boyd)
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