Choice

Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts.

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple.


(Psalm 65:4)



The absence of alternatives clears the mind marvelously. (Henry A., Kissinger)

The reason people blame things on previous generations is that there's only one other choice. (Doug Larson, United Feature Syndicate)

When I was a boy, my father, a baker, introduced me to the wonders of song. He urged me to work very hard to develop my voice. Arrigo Pola, a professional tenor in my hometown of Modena, Italy, took me as a pupil. I also enrolled in a teachers college. On graduating, I asked my father, “Shall I be a teacher or a singer?” “Luciano,” my father replied, “if you try to sit on two chairs, you will fall between them. For life, you must choose one chair.” I chose one. It took seven years of study and frustration before I made my first professional appearance. It took another seven to reach the Metropolitan Opera. And now I think whether it’s laying bricks, writing a book – whatever we choose – we should give ourselves to it. Commitment, that’s the key. Choose one chair.” (Luciano Pavarotti, tenor superstar, in Guideposts)

During the Civil War, Robert E. Lee was offered command of the Union Army before he accepted his post with the Confederacy. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 179)

In all crises of human affairs there are two board courses open to a man. He can stay where he is or he can go elsewhere. (P. G. Wodehouse, in First Things)

The way you activate the seeds of your creation is by making choices about the results you want to create. When you make a choice, you mobilize vast human energies and resources which otherwise go untapped. All too often people fail to focus their choices upon results and therefore their choices are ineffective. If you limit your choices only to what seems possible or reasonable, you disconnect yourself from what you truly want and all that is left is a compromise. (Robert Fritz)

Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for; it is a thing to be achieved. (William Jennings Bryan)


Discipline means choices. Every time you say yes to a goal or objective, you say no to many more. Every prize has its price. The prize is the yes; the price is the no. (Sybil Stanton, in Reader’s Digest)

You always do what you want to do. This is true with every act. You may say that you had to do something, or that you were forced to, but actually, whatever you do, you do by choice. Only you have the power to choose for yourself. (W. Clement Stone)
You don’t get to choose how you’re going to die. Or when. You can only decide how you’re going to live. NOW. (Joan Baez)

In elections, issues are more important than problems. Candidates should be most interested in those concerns that can be expressed in ways that show the public they have differing views, including views about social issues such as crime, welfare, educational discipline and race and gender preference. That offers the public a choice. Get elected by dividing. Govern by unifying. (Ben J. Wattenberg, in Values Matter Most)

A man cannot be too careful in the choice of his enemies. (Oscar Wilde)

Between two evils, choose neither; between two goods, chose both. (Tyron Edwards)

Freedom of choice must also include the freedom to refuse to choose.
(Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

 God asks no man whether he will accept life. That is not the choice. You must take it. The only choice is how. (Henry Ward Beecher)

You have a choice. It may not be a choice you like, but it is still a choice. (Dangerous Minds)

Life does not give itself to one who tries to keep all its advantages at once. I have often thought morality may perhaps consist solely in the courage of making a choice. (Leon Blum, French statesman)

Every time you smile, you use thirteen muscles. When you frown you use fifty muscles. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 11)

The necessity of choosing is ordained by the very nature of our being, and we cannot escape it. (Ernest Holmes)

If you choose not to decide, you still have made a choice. (From the song “Free Will”)
It’s not the situation that’s causing your stress, it’s your thoughts, and you can change that right here and now. You can choose to be peaceful right here and now. Peace is a choice, and it has nothing to do with what other people do or think. (Dr. Gerald G. Jampolsky, in PACE magazine)

A pessimist is one who, when he has a choice of two evils, chooses both. (Oscar Wilde)

 A person always has two reasons for doing anything -- a good reason and the real reason. (J. Pierpont Morgan)

Owen Wister, an old college friend of Theodore Roosevelt, was visiting him at the White House. Roosevelt's daughter Alice kept running in and out of the room until Wister finally asked if there wasn't something Roosevelt could do to control her. “Well,” said the President, “I can do one of two things. I can be President of the United States or I can control Alice. I cannot possibly do both.” (Bits & Pieces)


 Our friend H. Stephen Glenn is one of the most affirming, empowering individuals we have ever met. He instantly inspires us to always look for the positive. Stephen was at his grandson's tee-ball game a while back. A little boy came up to bat. He swatted the ball off the tee and ran as fast as he could to third base. The coach went up to the little boy and said “Boy, you sure hit that ball a long way.” The little boy said, “I did?” “Yeah, and you ran really fast to third base and surprised the heck out of everybody!” “I did?” he asked.  “Yes, you did. I have one question to ask you before you come to the dugout to watch the rest of the inning,” the coach said to the boy. “When you made the decision to run to third base instead of first, what were you thinking of?” The boy replied, “Well, everybody that was running to first was getting put out.” The coach took the boy to the dugout to talk to him. “Last time you made the choice of running to third base instead of first, you surprised everybody, and made it, but you didn’t get a chance to score. Now you've got the same choice again. You can choose to run to third and probably make it okay but you won't get to score, or you can take the risk of running to first base. You may get put out, but if you make it you get a chance to score. But, whatever you decide, I want you to know we're right there behind you.” (Jack Canfield & Mark Victor Hansen)

We do not have to choose our favorite among the seasons. It is only necessary to rejoice in the beauty of their differences. (Evelyn H. Lauder)

There always comes a time when one must choose between contemplation and action. (Albert Camus)

We all live life full time, but we use part of our time for the things we choose. (Denis Waitley)

Why is it so hard to make good choices, and so easy to make bad ones? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
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