Choice


Choose you this day who you will serve!

(Jos. 24:15)

Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts.

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple.


(Psalm 65:4)



The absence of alternatives clears the mind marvelously. (Henry A., Kissinger)

Adversity causes some men to break, others to break records. (William Arthur Ward)

Department-store automatic answering machine: “If you are calling to order or send money, press 5. If you are calling to register a complaint, press 6459834822955392. Have a good day.” (Hal Thurow, in Reader’s Digest)

A father whose children were young adults set up this answering- machine message: “If you require financial assistance, press one. If you are in emotional turmoil over an impending breakup with a romantic partner and require a few hours of sympathetic discussion, press two. If you are being treated unfairly at work or school and wish to displace your anger to a nuclear-family member, press three. If your car or household appliances need immediate repair or replacement, press four. If you are telephoning to inquire about our well-being or to pass a few moments of pleasant conversation, please check the number you intended to dial.” (Quoted by Enid Nemy, in New York Times)

When one of our school’s jocks began goofing off in class, the teacher threatened him with detention after school if he didn't shape up. “But I have baseball practice!” the boy protested. “Listen, mister,” she replied, “you have a choice of which bat you're going to spend the afternoon with. Choose wisely!” (Conci Pope, in Reader's Digest)

A father promised his small daughter a bicycle if she stood at the head of her class. However, the close of the school year found the girl far from the top. “What's the trouble?” the father asked. “I know you have the ability. I can't understand why you didn't do better. What have you been doing all this time?” “Well, Daddy,” she said, “the fact is I've been learning to ride a bike.” (Bits & Pieces)

The reason people blame things on previous generations is that there's only one other choice. (Doug Larson, United Feature Syndicate)

Remember that with the same breath that one can say “I am alone,” one can say instead, “I am all-one,” with God’s creation. (David J. Seibert)

There were 213 candidates in the running for U.S. president in 1984. Few ran far. (L. M. Boyd)


As I was browsing in a new-car showroom, an enterprising young salesman spotted my Roman collar and approached me. “Father,” he volunteered, “this car comes in clerical black, Madonna blue, cardinal red and papal white.” (Rev. Ted Bradley, in Catholic Digest)    

Coal and diamonds are made of the same chemical element -- carbon.
(Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 84)

My 16-year-old brother, Ryan, was out late with friends one night. Suddenly he realized it was Father’s Day and he had neglected to buy a card for our dad. After much searching, Ryan located an open store, but was disappointed to find only two cards left on a picked-over rack. Selecting one, he brought it home and, somewhat sheepishly, presented it to our father. Upon opening it, Dad read this message: “You’ve been like a father to me.” He looked at Ryan, puzzled. “Well, Dad,” Ryan tried to explain. “It was either that or the card that said, ‘Now that I’m a father too . . .’” (Anne Carlson, in Reader’s Digest)

Daughter: “What’s that carpenter doing, Mom?” Mom: “Several months ago I told your father he had two choices: either lose weight, or have the front door widened.” (Chris Browne, in Hagar the Horrible comic strip)

Does it ever amaze and delight you that of all the places in the world – cool grassy nests under hedgerows, warm patches of sun on a carpet – the cat chooses to sit on your lap? (Nevada Barr, in Seeking Enlightenment)

When I was a boy, my father, a baker, introduced me to the wonders of song. He urged me to work very hard to develop my voice. Arrigo Pola, a professional tenor in my hometown of Modena, Italy, took me as a pupil. I also enrolled in a teachers college. On graduating, I asked my father, “Shall I be a teacher or a singer?” “Luciano,” my father replied, “if you try to sit on two chairs, you will fall between them. For life, you must choose one chair.” I chose one. It took seven years of study and frustration before I made my first professional appearance. It took another seven to reach the Metropolitan Opera. And now I think whether it’s laying bricks, writing a book – whatever we choose – we should give ourselves to it. Commitment, that’s the key. Choose one chair.” (Luciano Pavarotti, tenor superstar, in Guideposts)

I just hooked up my new satellite dish to my TV. I now have hundreds of channels at my fingertips! Ah, so many channels, so little time! (Art & Chip Sansom, in The Born Loser comic strip)

A thought to remember: Whichever checkout line you choose, the other one always moves faster. (Reminisce)

The difference between a cute little rascal and a potential juvenile delinquent is whether he is your child or somebody else's. (Bits & Pieces)

A young man was going house to house one summer selling books. He was lame and had much trouble walking. At one house where he stopped, the lady rudely turned him away.  When he was leaving she saw he was lame and called him back. “I didn't know you were lame,” she said, “I will buy a book.” He wasn't selling sympathy, he was selling books, and he let her know it. She asked him if being lame colored his life. He made a remarkable reply: “Yes, but thank God I can choose the color.” (Pastor Richard Gray)

During the Civil War, Robert E. Lee was offered command of the Union Army before he accepted his post with the Confederacy. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 179)

Mother asks her son: “Would you rather complain about trying on shoes or clothes?” (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)


The executive was interviewing a young woman for a position in his company. He wanted to find out something about her personally so he asked, “If you could have a conversation with someone, living or dead, who would it be?” The woman quickly responded, “The living one.” (Rocky Mountain News)

In basic training at Fort Benning, Ga., a soldier received a package from home containing cookies. After roll call, the drill sergeant gave the trainee the choice of throwing the cookies out or eating them while he did one-arm push-ups. To our surprise, he chose the latter. As we watched in amazement, the soldier looked up and said through a mouthful of cookies, “This is a breeze compared to what my mother would do if she heard I threw her cookies out.” (Scott F. Gorski, in Reader's Digest)

The way you activate the seeds of your creation is by making choices about the results you want to create. When you make a choice, you mobilize vast human energies and resources which otherwise go untapped. All too often people fail to focus their choices upon results and therefore their choices are ineffective. If you limit your choices only to what seems possible or reasonable, you disconnect yourself from what you truly want and all that is left is a compromise. (Robert Fritz)

In the face of unjust criticism we can become bitter or better; upset or understanding; hostile or humble; furious or forgiving. (William Arthur Ward)

More than any other time in history, mankind faces a crossroads. One path leads to despair and utter hopelessness. The other, to total extinction. Let us pray we have the wisdom to choose correctly. (Woody Allen)

Dad: “How was your day today, Zoe?” Zoe: “Good.” Dad: “And how was your day, Honey?” Mom: “The washing machine overflowed, I got sixteen telemarketing calls, Hammie swallowed a marble, the bank lost our deposit, and I just broke our best serving bowl.” Dad then says to Zoe: “Tell me about your day again.” (Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)

An angel appears at a faculty meeting and tells the dean that in return for his unselfish and exemplary behavior, the Lord will reward him with his choice of infinite wealth, wisdom, or beauty. Without hesitating, the dean selects infinite wisdom. “Done!” says the angel, and disappears in a cloud of smoke and a bolt of lightning. Now, all heads turn toward the dean, who sits surrounded by a faint halo of light. At length, one of his colleagues whispers, “Say something.” The dean sighs and says, “I should have taken the money.” (Tidbits)

It was hard picking a winner after the presidential debate. Do you want the rich white guy who went to Yale and wears a red tie or the rich white guy who went to Yale and wears a blue tie? We have such choices in our country. (Jay Leno)

Were it left to me to decide whether we should have government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter. (Thomas Jefferson)

If you choose not to decide, you still have made a choice. (From the song “Free Will”)

Once, in India, a group of 100,000 Hindus voted to become Christian. But there were 37 denominations at work in their area, so they gave up their plan through inability to agree on which denomination to be identified with. (Christian Advocate)

Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for; it is a thing to be achieved. (William Jennings Bryan)

Both the hummingbird and the vulture fly over our nation’s deserts. All vultures see is rotting meat, because that is what they look for. They thrive on that diet. But hummingbirds ignore the smelly flesh of dead animals. Instead, they look for the colorful blossoms of desert plants. The vultures live on what was. They live on the past. They fill themselves with what is dead and gone. But hummingbirds live on what is. They seek new life. They fill themselves with freshness and life. Each bird finds what it is looking for. We all do. (Steve Goodier, in Quote)

The difference between a saint and a sourpuss is that the sourpuss sees his daily interactions as a nuisance, while the saint finds a continuous stream of opportunities to celebrate. One finds intruders, the other angels. At any given moment we have the power to choose what we will be and what we will see. Each of us has the capacity to find holiness or attack all about us. (Alan Cohen, in Joy Is My Compass, p. 212)

Hagar: “What’s for dinner, Helga?” Helga: “You have a choice of either stale bread and water or . . . going out for dinner!” Hagar then thinks to himself: “It’s always nice to have a choice!” (Dik Browne, in Hagar the Horrible comic strip)

It was mealtime during our trip on a small airline in the Northwest. “Would you like dinner?” the flight attendant asked the man seated in front of me. “What are my choices?” he asked. “Yes and no,” she replied. (Carolyn Yeargain, in Reader’s Digest)

Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, small minds discuss people. (Admiral Hyman G. Rickover, “father” of America’s nuclear Navy)

You always do what you want to do. This is true with every act. You may say that you had to do something, or that you were forced to, but actually, whatever you do, you do by choice. Only you have the power to choose for yourself. (W. Clement Stone)


People make such a big deal of things. For instance, yesterday my doctor gave me a choice. He said it was cigarettes or cancer, one or the other. I didn't hesitate. I didn't cry about it. I gave up cancer. What's the big deal? (Robert Orben, in The Joke Teller's Handbook)

You don’t get to choose how you’re going to die. Or when. You can only decide how you’re going to live. NOW. (Joan Baez)

Although the whale weighs over a hundred tons and the mouse tips the scales at only a few ounces, they develop from eggs of approximately the same size. (Denver P. Tarle, in A Treasury of Trivia, p. 202)

Seventy-three parties were on the ballot for an election in Italy in 1968. One was Friends of the Moon, which sported exactly one candidate. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 337)

A man cannot be too careful in the choice of his enemies. (Oscar Wilde)

A thought to remember: It takes as much energy to hold out a helping hand as to point a finger. (Reminisce magazine)


Between two evils, choose neither; between two goods, chose both. (Tyron Edwards)    DP109522

While a student at Santa Fe Community College in Gainesville, Florida, I took a course called “Introduction to the New Testament.” It was taught by a minister with a reputation for difficult exams and impossible grading curves. After handing us our first test, the professor announced, “You may look up for inspiration, or down in desperation --but not to the side for information.” (William D. Olson, in Reader's Digest)

There are many exciting activities always available, if you don’t mind how quickly you leave the world. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot Shots)

This can be uphill or downhill at the same time. Depends on which way you're facing. (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)


I don't consider fat a disease. I mean, c'mon, who had the gun to my head? Nobody! What gene in my body says I have to eat four cakes instead of two? It's a choice. (Kirstie Alley, American actress)


It sometimes seems foolish for folks to be spending so much time trying to love their enemies when they could be treating their friends a little better. (Garth Henrichs)

When Jesus turned water into wine and fed five thousand by multiplying a few loaves and fishes, He performed in a masterly and beneficial way what our scientists made possible in a destructive way by releasing through the atomic bomb the pent-up forces of Spirit. (Charles Fillmore, in Atom-Smashing Power of Mind, p. 14) 

Freedom of choice must also include the freedom to refuse to choose.
(Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

We who lived in the concentration camps can remember the men who walked through the huts comforting others, giving away their last piece of bread. They may have been few in number, but they offer sufficient proof that everything can be taken from a man but one thing: The last of his freedoms -- to choose one's attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one's own way. (Viktor E. Frankl, in Man's Search for Meaning)

We have to believe in free will; we’ve got no choice. (Isaac Bashevis Singer)

Some people go through life getting results; others get consequences. (E. Stanley Jones)

Servant: “Hagar, you drink too much. And you eat too much rich food! You have to give up one or the other!” Helga: “What did the doctor say?” Hagar: “He said I have to give up spinach and broccoli.” (Dik Browne, in Hagar The Horrible comic strip)

If you want to go places, you must either get behind and push or go in front and pull. If you stand to the side, you won’t go anywhere. (Submitted by Carrie Smyrnios, in Guideposts)

Sometimes we are asked in our hearts to do something and we have trouble understanding why. We have a choice. We can either skip that direction, or we can trust that the voice of our heart is a master designer of our life. (Joyce & Barry Vissell, in Risk To Be Healed)

History is moving, and it will tend toward hope, or tend toward tragedy. (George W. Bush)


The angle from which we view things makes a big difference. Lord Chesterfield once pointed out that a horse looks pretty much like a horse from ground level, but when you climb up in the loft and look at one from the top, a horse looks a good deal like a violin. (Bits & Pieces)

There's an Ozark story about a hound sitting in a country store howling as hounds do. In comes a stranger who says to the storekeeper, “What's the matter with the dog?” “He's sitting on a cocklebur.” “Why doesn't he get off?” “He'd rather holler.” (Bits & Pieces)  539020

A store that sells husbands has just opened in Dallas, Texas, where a woman may go to choose a husband from among many men. The store is comprised of 6 floors, and the men increase in positive attributes as the shopper ascends in floors. There is however a catch. As you open the door to any floor, you may choose a man from that floor, but if you go up a floor, you cannot go back down except to exit the building. So a woman goes to the shopping center to find a husband. On the first floor the sign on the door reads: Floor 1 – these men have jobs. She decides to see what is on the second floor. On the second floor the sign reads: Floor 2 – these men have jobs and love kids. She decides to see what is on the third floor. On the third floor the sign reads: Floor 3 – these men have jobs, love kids and are extremely good looking. Wow, so she goes to the fourth floor. On the fourth floor the sign reads: Floor 4 – these men have jobs, love kids, are extremely good looking and help with housework. Oh mercy me, she goes to the fifth floor. On the fifth floor the door reads: Floor 5 – these men have jobs, love kids, are extremely good looking, help with the housework, and have a strong romantic streak. She is so tempted she goes to the sixth floor and the sign reads: Floor 6 – you are visitor 3,456,012 to this floor. There are no men on this floor. This floor exists solely as proof that women are impossible to please. (Tidbits of Denver)

A plain bar of iron is worth about $5. This same bar of iron, made into horseshoes, is worth $10.50. If made into needles, it becomes worth $3,285, and if turned into balance springs for watches, it attains a worth of $250,000! The same is true of another kind of material – man -- whose value is determined by what he makes of himself. (Minot Messenger, Minot Dental Laboratory)

And then one day, the queen fell ill. The king frantically summoned his finest medical advisors. The king wept. The king prayed. The queen died. And the king changed. The fairy tale was finished. A nightmare was only beginning. For once upon a time, there was a king who threw himself into a life of dissipation and drunken revelry, who seized those who had been his friends and tortured them and impaled them on stakes and burned them alive, a sadistic beast of a man who murdered children, even his own. History almost forgot the saint he was, remembering instead the demon he became. For after thirteen years of glory and goodness, that nation's most benevolent ruler became its most evil. His mind, twisted by grief and determined to destroy the haunting memories, became in its torment the supreme instrument of destruction. But don't let it be forgotten -- that the kingdom bathed in blood was once wrapped in dreams. And that the king, more than a king, the czar of all Russia, with his bride by his side was Ivan the Wonderful. Only when she, Anastasia, was gone -- when the light in the czar's heart was extinguished forever -- the fiend that remained was Ivan the Terrible. (Paul Aurandt, Destiny and 102 Other Real Life Mysteries, p. 240)

God asks no man whether he will accept life. That is not the choice. You must take it. The only choice is how. (Henry Ward Beecher)

We all live life full time, but we use part of our time for the things we choose. (Denis Waitley)


Pickles says to the other man: “You know what I’d like to do? Take a walk across America. A journey of discovery as I trek along the highways and byways, taking stock of a nation, its people and myself. Either that or learn to play the ukulele.” (Brain Crane, in Pickles comic strip)

A thought to remember: Forget the list of things to do; it’s easier to list things already done. (Reminisce)


One retired man made beautiful toys in his workshop, and he sold them to a toy store. It was hard work. A retired woman made beautiful dolls and she gave them away to poor children. It was a pleasure. (Bits & Pieces)

Mother to teen-age daughter: “Tonight was your little brother’s turn to choose the meal. We’re having gum.” (Glasbergen, in Funny Times)


In general, there are two kinds of people who make mistakes: those who won't admit them, and those who call them experience. (Bits & Pieces)

Life does not give itself to one who tries to keep all its advantages at once. I have often thought morality may perhaps consist solely in the courage of making a choice. (Leon Blum, French statesman)

Every time you smile, you use thirteen muscles. When you frown you use fifty muscles. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 11)

It takes 17 muscles to smile, 43 to frown. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 25)

This gives you a choice, a positive or negative path. Clearly, the positive path will lead to a more rewarding, more contented life. As author John Gardner said, “We need to believe in ourselves but not to believe that life is easy.” (Harvey Mackay, in Outswimming the Sharks)

A small trouble is like a pebble. Hold it too close to your eye and it fills the whole world and puts everything out of focus. Hold it at proper viewing distance and it can be examined and properly classified. Throw it at your feet and it can be seen in its true setting, just one more tiny bump on the pathway to eternity. (Celia Luce)


There are two types of people -- those who come into a room and say, “Well, here I am!” and those who come in and say, “Ah, there you are.” (Frederick L. Collins)

A pessimist is one who, when he has a choice of two evils, chooses both. (Oscar Wilde)

In this life you sometimes have to choose between pleasing God and pleasing man. In the long run it's better to please God -- he's more apt to remember. (Harry Kemelman)

The posters on an office wall were designed to inspire employees to greater efforts. One of them read, “You can -- if you will!” Beneath it, someone had scrawled, “And you're canned if you won't!” (Bits & Pieces) 


Faced with the choice between changing one’s mind and proving that there is no need to do so, almost everyone gets busy on the proof. (John Kenneth Galbraith)

A person always has two reasons for doing anything -- a good reason and the real reason. (J. Pierpont Morgan)

Ten different potential Republican presidential candidates have at some point finished first in polls of GOP voters this year. Among those who led in at least one poll: Sarah Palin, Donald Trump, Mike Huckabee, and Rudi Giuliani. (NYTimes.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 21, 2011)


Owen Wister, an old college friend of Theodore Roosevelt, was visiting him at the White House. Roosevelt's daughter Alice kept running in and out of the room until Wister finally asked if there wasn't something Roosevelt could do to control her. “Well,” said the President, “I can do one of two things. I can be President of the United States or I can control Alice. I cannot possibly do both.” (Bits & Pieces)


You can complain because roses have thorns, or you can rejoice because thorns have roses. (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)


Our friend H. Stephen Glenn is one of the most affirming, empowering individuals we have ever met. He instantly inspires us to always look for the positive. Stephen was at his grandson's tee-ball game a while back. A little boy came up to bat. He swatted the ball off the tee and ran as fast as he could to third base. The coach went up to the little boy and said “Boy, you sure hit that ball a long way.” The little boy said, “I did?” “Yeah, and you ran really fast to third base and surprised the heck out of everybody!” “I did?" he asked.  “Yes, you did. I have one question to ask you before you come to the dugout to watch the rest of the inning,” the coach said to the boy. “When you made the decision to run to third base instead of first, what were you thinking of?” The boy replied, “Well, everybody that was running to first was getting put out.” The coach took the boy to the dugout to talk to him. “Last time you made the choice of running to third base instead of first, you surprised everybody, and made it, but you didn't get a chance to score. Now you've got the same choice again. You can choose to run to third and probably make it okay but you won't get to score, or you can take the risk of running to first base. You may get put out, but if you make it you get a chance to score. But, whatever you decide, I want you to know we're right there behind you.” (Jack Canfield & Mark Victor Hansen)

A brick wall and a plate-glass window are made from the same principal ingredient: sand! (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 85)


We do not have to choose our favorite among the seasons. It is only necessary to rejoice in the beauty of their differences. (Evelyn H. Lauder)

Better sleep with a sober cannibal than a drunken Christian. (Herman Melville)

Maitre d’ to restaurant patron: “Smoking, nonsmoking or nicotine patch?” (Schwadron, in The Wall Street Journal)

This is a strange country we live in. When it comes to electing a President, we get two choices. But when we have to select a Miss America, we get 50! (Jay Leno, “Tonight Show,” NBC)

There are 2 million different combinations of sandwiches that can be created from a Subway menu. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 177)


The boy wearing a “Bush-Cheney” tee-shirt says to his parents: “Mom, Dad, look -- all my life, I've just assumed I was a Democrat. But I know I think that way because you do. It's not really my choice. I'm just blindly repeating what you say. And since you're wrong about everything else. . .” (Ed Stein, in Denver Square comic strip)

Therapy is expensive, poppin’ bubble wrap is cheap! You choose. (Tidbits)

We seldom think of what we have but always of what we lack. (Schopenhauer)

There always comes a time when one must choose between contemplation and action. (Albert Camus)

“Did you have a good holiday season?” Carol asked Joan. “Sure did. Our family invited a lawyer, a stock analyst, a politician and my mother-in-law over to eat. It was great. We had our choice of turkeys. (American Legion magazine)

There are always two choices, two paths to take. One is easy, and that is its only reward. (Land Title Guarantee Company calendar)

Due to the loss of an eye in the Second World War, the Israeli statesman Moshe Dayan had to wear an eyepatch. One day, after being stopped for speeding, he argued with the policeman, “I have only one eye. What do you want me to watch -- the speedometer or the road?” (Topol's Treasure of Jewish Humor, Wit and Wisdom)

Nearly 28,000 different ways to lose weight have been tried, according to U. S. government data. The oldest is fasting, “the ultimate diet.” (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 94)

Why is it so hard to make good choices, and so easy to make bad ones? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
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