Church Life

Build upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. (Ephesians 2:20)
The bulletin board on the lawn of a New Jersey church reads “We reserve the right to accept everybody.” (John Kazmark)
A synagogue or church that admitted only saints would be like a hospital that admitted only healthy people. It would be a lot easier to run, and a more pleasant place to be, but I'm not sure it would be doing the job it is here to do. (Harold Kushner, in Who Needs God)
One of the toughest tasks a church faces is choosing a good minister. A member of an official board undergoing this painful process finally lost patience. He'd just witnessed the pastoral relations committee reject applicant after applicant for some minor fault . . . real or imagined. It was time for a bit of soul searching on the part of the committee. So he stood up and read this letter purported to be from an applicant. “Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. I've been a preacher with much success and also have had some successes as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a leader most places I've been. I'm over 50 years of age and have never preached in one place for more than three years. In some places, I have left town after my work caused riots and disturbances. I must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too good, though I still accomplish a great deal. The churches I have preached in have been small, though located in several large cities. I've not gotten along well with religious leaders in the towns where I have preached. In fact, some have threatened me, and even attacked me physically. I am not too good at keeping records. I have been known to forget whom I have baptized. However, if you can use me, I promise to do my best for you." The board member turned to the committee and said, “Well, what do you think? Shall we call him?" The good church folks were appalled! Consider a sickly, troublemaking, absent-minded ex-jailbird? Was the board member crazy? Who signed the application? Who had such colossal nerve? The board member eyed them all keenly before he replied. “It's signed, The Apostle Paul." (Dear Abby column)



At Halfmoon Bay, Ontario, an aquatic church service is held on Sunday at 4:30 p.m. during July and August. A minister conducts the service from land while the sailing fraternity gather on the decks of their yachts or in the shells of their punts. The pulpit sits on a large rock, and loudspeakers carry the service to the water-borne congregation. Boy Scouts paddle from boat to boat to collect the offering. Then, as the last notes of the closing hymn come from a hundred swaying decks, anchor chains rattle and diesels hum into action. And another interdenominational aquatic worship service has ended. (John Fisher, in Council for Canadian Unity newsletter)
A Yale University study of 2812 elderly people found that those who never or rarely attended church had nearly twice the stroke rate of weekly churchgoers. (Malcolm McConnell, in Reader’s Digest)
 
The science of yoga will take hold in this age more than anything else. The entire religious trend will be away from churches as we know them and into schools and quiet places where people will go to truly find God in meditation, and not just to have a sermon. Instead of big costly churches with intellectually trained ministers intent on securing more and more religious “customers," small meditation centers should be started in quiet places where a few truth seekers will come and learn the way to commune with God in the company of a few other deeply earnest and deeply meditating persons. (Yogananda)
Everyday people are staying away from church and going back to God. (Lenny Bruce)
At the time of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, only 7 percent of the people in America's 13 colonies belonged to a church. (L. M. Boyd)
 George Burns recalls his first success as an entertainer: When I was small I was singing with three other Jewish kids from the neighborhood. A nearby department store held a talent contest representing all the local churches. When the Presbyterian had no one to enter, the minister asked the four of us to represent them. There we were, four Jewish boys sponsored by a Presbyterian church, and our opening song was “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.” We followed that with “Mother Machree" and won first prize. The church got a purple altar cloth, and each of us got a watch worth about 85 cents. I was so excited I ran home to tell my mother. She was on the roof, hanging out the wash. I rushed up and said, “Mama, I don't want to be a  Jew anymore!" “Do you mind my asking why?" she responded calmly. “I've been a Jew up until now and never got anything. I was a Presbyterian for 15 minutes today and already I got a watch," I said, holding out my wrist. “First, help me hang up the wash," she said, glancing at the watch. “Then you can be a Presbyterian." (Epistle) 
Medieval ecclesiastical calendars had the important saints and feast days highlighted in red ink. These memorable days became known as “red-letter days.” (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 128)

The chair on which the bishop sat was called a “cathedra." Whence its building's name: “cathedral." The saint's cape was called a “chappelle," Whence its building's name: “chapel.” And the guard at that building's door was called a “chaplain." (L. M. Boyd)
Monks in medieval abbeys perfected the craft of cheese making. Had to, maybe, after they swore off meat. Did I tell you “munster" is just a corruption of “monastery"? (L. M. Boyd)
Like school, church is another way to give parental guidance a boost. Of course, I can't say that attending church has made my kids less sassy or more grateful. But giving children the means to reach inside to pray, to start the search for solace when there seems nowhere to turn, is like enclosing a favorite blanket in their luggage. (Jaaquelyn Mitchard, in Parenting)
You qualified for the clergy in medieval times if you could read the opening words of the last verse of the 51st Psalm. (L. M. Boyd)
Why must all the churches be closed at night? How often has the wanderer groaned in front of those closed doors? (Paul Claudel, French author)
Sign on a church: The Ten Commandments Are Not Multiple Choice. (Alice Waldron) 

“Communion" is a liquid word that always takes the shape of its container. A scholar, whose head contains it only as “intimate rapport," contends it's the most highly desired human condition. He says, “Marriage easily survives communion without sex, but not so easily sex without communion.” (L. M. Boyd)
Scholars are now crediting a religious revival as critical to why crime rates went down in the late-19th-century America and England, despite urban upheavals brought on by the Industrial Revolution. (Malcolm S. Forbes, Jr.)
For a shocking account of some-straight-from-the-shoulder denunciation that leaves little doubt as to where Jesus stood on the matter of ecclesiasticism, read the entire chapter of Matthew 23: Other than the reference to the church being founded on Peter (Petros), which is a symbolical reference to an inner organization of spiritual ideas, Jesus devoted his time, not in stumping for the establishing of a church organization, but in teaching Truth, in helping people to formulate that aggregation of spiritual ideas within themselves -- toward healthier, happier, more prosperous lives. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 6)
Bad times are boom times for evangelical churches. Congregation growth at evangelical churches jumped 50 percent during each recession between 1968 and 2004, according to a new Texas State University study. (Foreign Policy, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 6, 2009)

I’ve never seen anyone excluded from church. On more than one occasion a tiny worshiper has burst into tears. Sometimes I resent the interruption, yet Christ was very clear in his preference for children. He would have welcomed their noise. (Benjamin Cheever, in Joyful Noise)
In our parish the pastor, apparently fed up with all the excuses given over the years as to why people don't go to church, included “Ten Reasons Why I Never Wash” in the Sunday bulletin: 

1. I was forced to wash as a child.  

2. People who wash are hypocrites--they think they are cleaner than everybody else.  

3. There are so many different kinds of soap, I can't decide which one is right.  

4. I used to wash, but I got bored and stopped.  

5. I wash on special occasions, like Christmas and Easter.  

6. None of my friends wash.  

7. I'll start washing when I get older and dirtier.  

8. I don't have time.  

9. The bathroon is never warm enough in winter or cool enough in summer.  

10. People who make soap are only after your money. (Mary O'Connor, in Catholic Digest)

The Grand Ole Opry had become so popular that it was held in the Ryman Auditorium, a massive red brick meetinghouse built in the 1890s by a reformed steamboat and saloon owner named Tom Ryman in honor of the Nashville street preacher who’d converted him. Ryman had gone to heckle the preacher one day, only to end up being brought over to the Lord. No wonder the Ryman Auditorium looked, and felt, like a church! Though the Opry doesn’t broadcast from the Ryman today except on special occasions, you still can find me there from time to time. It’s been refurbished a little, but the Ryman has those same wooden pews that Tom Ryman put in for his preacher friend more than a hundred years ago. The building Tom Ryman built to honor the Lord may not see so many revival meetings these days, but if you ask me, there’s still a touch of divine going on in it. I’ve got a real strong feeling just about every performer who’s ever sung from that old wooden stage would second me on that. (Porter Wagoner, in Guideposts magazine)
Who builds a church within his heart and takes it with him everywhere, is holier by far than he whose church is but a one day house of prayer. (Morris Abel Baer)
Some people can create lives of holiness all by themselves, the way Mozart could create immortal music without taking piano lessons, but most of us need a structure and the company of other people to do it. (Harold Kushner, in Who Needs God, p. 16)
Humanitarian work should call on the people as such and not on their capacity as members of any particular church or nation. (Albert Schweitzer)
Preacher: “How come I never see you in church anymore, Morris?" Morris: “There are too many hypocrites there, Reverend." Preacher: “Don't worry, Morris; there's always room for one more." (Rocky Mountain News)
Did you know that a recent national survey shows that 80% of all church members were first invited as guests? (Unity on the Avenue, Denver, CO, newsletter, September 10, 1991)
Rules for Church Killing:
1.  Don't come.
2.  If you do come, come late.
3.  Try to make lots of noise.
4.  Don't imagine the front seats were meant for you; 
people might think you conceited.
5.  Come bound to find fault.
6.  Don't for the world ever think of praying for the church.
7.  Don't sing.
8.  Don't take any part in the service.
9.  Don't encourage the pastor, but tell their faults to others.
10.  Visit other churches half the time.
11.  If somebody said a good thing and it helped you, don't tell them, it might make them vain.
12.  If you see a stranger in the audience make them as uncomfortable as possible.
13.  Don't believe in missions.
14.  Don't give much to benevolence.
15.  Let the pastor do all the work.
16.  Don't give your preacher anything, it may spoil him.
17.  Try to run the church yourself.
18.  If you think everything is harmonious, try to do something to engender all the strife you can.
(Brethren Family Almanac, 1897,  page 23)
Massachusetts passed a law in 1675 to lock church doors during services. Purpose was to cut disturbances not by latecomers, but by early goers. Nothing so infuriates the pulpit personality as this drift of departing people. (L. M. Boyd)
In 1870, you could buy a mail-order church and get it delivered by train, boat and wagon. (L. M. Boyd)
The Christian church is the only society in the world in which membership is based upon the qualification that the candidate shall be unworthy of membership. (Charles C. Morrison, in Moody Monthly)
Real church names:
* The Lizard Methodist Church (United Kingdom)
* Falling Asleep of the Ever-Virgin Mary Church (Anaheim, CA)
* 24-7 Church (Seffner, Florida)
* Boston Spa Methodist Church (United Kingdom)
* Old Wegee United Methodist Church (St. Clairsville, Ohio)
* Rope of Hope Cowboy Church (Duluth, Georgia)
* Towel-N-Basin Christian Church (Lake Tahoe, Nevada)
                                                               (World Features Syndicate)
Since 1939, the religious drama Black Hills Passion Play has been presented under the stars at the Spearfish Amphitheater, among the world’s largest outdoor stages with seating for 6,000, in Spearfish, South Dakota. (American Profile magazine)
The main purpose of the church is to help people to get along without it. (Henry Drummond)
In a tiny one-church community, there was a couple, Steve and Rose, whose devotion to each other lasted through more than 50 years of marriage. They seemed to differ only on one point: every Sunday, Steve would drive his wife to church, then wait outside in the car reading the newspaper until the service was over. When Rose died, the congregation missed her and missed the green car that always had been parked across from the church on Sunday. After a few months the car appeared again, but this time Steve came into the church and sat in the last pew. As is the custom, the minister announced “sharing time," during which people offer special prayers or special thoughts. That morning, the church was silent until a quavering voice sounded from the back. Steve was singing “My Wild Irish Rose, the sweetest flow'r that grows. . . ." The entire congregation joined in the loveliest, lovingest “hymn" we had ever sung. (R. Marlatt, in Reader's Digest)
On the first Sunday after the terrorist attacks, people filled the pews at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in Louisville, Ky., seeking solace in a sermon about grief and joining together to sing “America the Beautiful.” That day, the church drew 200 people, significantly more than the average attendance of 150, and for the next two Sundays the crowds kept coming. But by Sunday attendance was back to normal at St. Andrew's, an average-sized American church, as it has been in recent weeks at houses of worship across the country. Americans, who after the attacks turned to religion in an outpouring that some religious leaders hailed as a spiritual “great awakening," have now mostly returned to their former habits. “I just don't see much indication that there has been a great awakening or a profound change in America's religious practices," said Frank Newport, editor in chief of the Gallup Poll. (Rocky Mountain News, November 26, 2001)
On a church bulletin board: “If you have troubles, come in and tell us about them. If you have none, come in and tell us how you do it.” (Quoted in Voice for Health)
Vision statement: We are a church living from an open heart by learning, teaching and practicing the law of receiving and giving in all aspects of life. (Unity of Springfield, Illinois newsletter)
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