Communication
If you’re like the average American, you are exposed to 237 ads – in newspapers and magazines, on television and radio and billboards – every single day. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits, 2007)

One great advantage of modern communication is it lets you know that somewhere the snow is deeper. (Bill Vaughan, United Feature Syndicate)
It’s now known that alligators, too, communicate with infrasonic sounds, those deep notes too low for the human ear. (L. M. Boyd)

Animal communication:  Tree frog – louder calls more attractive to female;  Mudpuddle frog – makes 7,000 calls in two hours;  Catbird – sings for two hours at a time;  Killer whale – each pod has own dialect;  Sea lion – knows family members by calls;  Ostrich – babies call from within eggs when ready to hatch. (World Features Syndicate)

I know that you believe you understand what you think I said, but I’m not sure you realize that what you heard is not what I meant. (Robert McCloskey)
Haven’t you got anything better to do than communicate? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Man: “You ex-wife called again.” Geech: “What did she want?” Man: “Just the usual name-calling and verbal insults.” Geech: “How did you know it was Monica?” Man: “I recognized her vocabulary.” (Jerry Bittle, in Geech comic strip)

Wife: “We got a card from Barbara Moore.” She then reads: “Hi Bruce, Hi Adelle! Haven’t seen you in years! I’m living in New Jersey. I’m an engineer on a commuter train.” Woman then says: “I have no idea who this person is!” Husband: “Me either. (sigh) We know more people who know us, who we don’t know.” (Chris Browne, in Raising Duncan comic strip)
The manager of a certain store, which offered plumbing fixtures, advertised a commodity on a sign in the store window: “Cast iron sinks.” One of the customers thought it fair to inform the manager, “Everybody knows that.” (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)

According to CTIA, the international association for the wireless telecommunications industry, 79 percent of U.S. residents own at least one cell phone. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits, 2007)
The last shot of the Civil War was fired in the remote region of the Bering Sea. The Confederate cruiser Shenandoah fired on a Union whaler on June 22, 1865, not knowing the war was over. (The World Almanac of the USA, p. 25)
My wife is from the North and I’m a Southerner. When we first met, we were both teaching in the same school. One day I asked her to meet me in the corridor at the end of the day. When the time came, I waited for her in the corridor while she waited for me by the car door. (C. S., in Reader’s Digest)

Man: “I’m sorry I’ve been kinda cranky the past coupla days.” Woman: “Have you? I didn’t notice, so don’t worry about it.” The man then thinks to himself: “I don’t know whether to feel relieved or insulted.”(Ted Dawson, in Spooner comic strip)
Crows make about 300 different sounds to call to each other and to warn off enemies. Crows live in many parts of the world, and, like people, they have different languages in different countries. (The Diagram Group, in Funky, Freaky Facts, p. 136)
Mechanic: “What do you think you’re doing?” Geech: “What’s it look like I’m doing?” Mechanic: “It looks like you don’t have the slightest idea what you’re doing.” Geech: “Exactly.” (Jerry Bittle, in Geech comic strip)
When you were a child, some of you were able to speak to dolls and the dolls spoke back, and you know they spoke back. Why don’t they speak back anymore? (Dr. Paul Brenner)

The more elaborate our means of communication, the less we communicate. (Joseph Priestley, scientist)
Worldwide, 35 billion e-mails are sent each day. (Wired, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 11, 2005)
Our supervisor was trying to reach one of his employees elsewhere in the building. In his haste, he dialed his secretary’s number. She answered the ringing phone and, motioning to him, held the receiver up. “Is it for me?” he asked her. “No,” she replied, “it is you.” (William T. Marshall, in Reader’s Digest)
English is the native language in only 12 countries. But it’s the official or semi-official language in 33 countries. So 21 countries adopted it, even though they didn’t start out with it. Scholars call English the Latin of the modern world. (L. M. Boyd)
About three-fourths of all the English that is spoken worldwide is used as a second language, not a first. In China alone, more than 300 million people are studying English, which is more than the number of Americans who speak it. (The Washington Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, January 14, 2005)

 Frank calls on the telephone and receives the message: “By mistake you have been connected to the correct government department on the first try. Please hang up and dial a wrong extension.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
First-time visitors to Hawaii learn at least two new words: Aloha, meaning “Hello,” and Mahalo, meaning “Thank you.” So I was shocked when I heard a frequent visitor tell a newcomer that Mahalo was the Hawaiian word for “garbage.” I asked where she learned that. She replied, “Well, it says that on all the garbage cans.” (Marlene Freedman, in Chevron USA)
A man who is ignorant of foreign languages is ignorant of his own. (Johann Wolfgang von Goethe)
There is no such thing as conversation. It is an illusion. There are intersecting monologues, that is all. (Dame Rebecca West, Irish-born author and journalist)
The most important thing in communication is to hear what isn’t being said. (Peter F. Drucker)
In 1996, approximately 45 million people worldwide were using the Internet. By 2002, there were 544 million people online. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 260)
If in your drive to get it said, you do not wish to be interrupted, just don’t look at the eyes of the potential interrupter. Eye contact is what the interrupter needs. So advises a student of such matters. (L. M. Boyd)

Among the most common languages in the United States, if English is first and Spanish is second, what is third? Sign. (L. M. Boyd)
Dad: “When you say: Let’s go! We’re late!, the children must hear: Everybody move in slow motion!” (Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)

Doctor: “Hagar, if you don’t change your lifestyle, you won’t be around here much longer!” Helga: “What did Doctor Zook say?” Hagar: “He thinks we’re going to be moving shortly.” (Chris Browne, in Hagar the Horrible comic strip)
A tourist who became lost on the frozen North Sea was saved when he was spotted on a computer screen hundreds of miles away. The tourist, who was not identified, had climbed on the ice off the coast of St. Peter-Ording in northern Germany to admire the sunset. He soon became disoriented, so he began flashing his camera for help. A woman in southern Germany who was admiring the sunset on her computer, via a beach webcam, saw the flashes and alerted police, who rescued the man. “He could well have died from cold or drowned when the tide came in,” said police spokesman Kristin Stielow. (The Week magazine, February 19, 2010)
Viennese filmmaker Otto Schenk said: “You always think another thing than what you actually say. …It’s not so much what you say that communicates, but how you hide what you don’t say, your real feelings.” He said this lying is central to language. (L. M. Boyd)
The more people are reached by mass communication, the less they communicate each other. (Marya Mannes, journalist)
How much time do you devote to conversation with your matrimonial mate? If only about 20 minutes a week, you’re right at the national average, report the researchers. (L. M. Boyd)
Forget about a waiter coming to the table to announce today’s specials. Quarry Street Café in the Old City area of Philadelphia sends customers an E-mail each day listing the lunch menu and specials. (Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine)

Charlie Brown: “What do you do with two friends who are having a misunderstanding?” Lucy: “Straighten them out! Show ‘em where they’ve gone wrong! Tell ‘em to shape up!” Charlie Brown: “Is that good psychology?” Linus: “In strict medical terms, it’s called ‘butting in’!” (Charles Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)
Motivation is everything . . . and the only way to motivate people is to communicate with them. It’s important to talk to people in their own language. If you do it well, they’ll say, “. . . he said exactly what I was thinking.” And when they begin to respect you, they’ll follow you to the death. (Lee Iacocca, in Iacocca)
A mother mouse was out for a walk with her five babies when a big cat suddenly appeared. The little ones hid behind their mother who stood her ground and began to bark loudly: “Arf! Arf!” This frightened the cat, which turned and fled. Turning to her offspring, the mother mouse said: “Now children, that should teach you the value of knowing a second language.” (Bits & Pieces)
After weeks with my colicky newborn, I was at wits’ end. My husband suggested I try to “bond” with the baby. In frustration one morning, after my son had been crying for hours, I phoned my husband at work. Before he could say hello, I let our son scream into the receiver. Then I hung up. An hour passed, and my husband finally called back. I asked what took him so long. He said he was in a meeting all morning and when he returned to his desk he found a note saying: “Your son called.” (Jean Sorensen, in Reader’s Digest)

The unhatched infant ostrich is another bird that chitchats pleasantly with its folks for several days before the eggshell breaks. (L. M. Boyd)
Pianist Joseph Kalichstein recalls an incident at Carnegie Hall with “the most horrible page turner of them all”: I was assuming he had had some experience and was hoping for the best. The page turner, perhaps not wishing to distract, didn’t rise from his seat and reach for the top of the page to be turned, as he should have. Instead, he stayed glued to the chair and turned each page from the bottom of the manuscript, blocking half of the music with each motion. Finally I hissed at him, “At the top! At the top!” – whereupon the page turner stood up indignantly and flipped all the music back to the starting measure. (Albin Krebs and Robert McG. Thomas, Jr., in New York Times)

A developing American white pelican chick will make loud noises from within the egg to tell its parents when it is too hot or cold. The adults then adjust the egg’s incubation accordingly. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 159)

One million phone calls are made from the Pentagon every day. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 260)

The average person makes 1,140 phone calls a year. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 260)
My friend was having her picture taken for her driver’s license. She was told to stand and touch her toes on the line on the floor. However, when the examiner looked through the camera, no face could be found. Looking over the counter, he saw my friend dutifully bent over at the waist, touching her toes with her hands. (L. F., in Reader’s Digest)
As a real-estate broker, I once listed a house that had several rooms decorated in hot pink. I advised the seller to repaint, and was thrilled when he called to say he had done so. “You were right,” he said. “It looks much better now.” Several days later I showed the house to prospective buyers. We found the interior all freshly painted – in the same shade of hot pink. (J. D. Wohlers, in Reader’s Digest)

The trouble with her is that she lacks the power of conversation but not the power of speech. (George Bernard Shaw)
The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place. (George Bernard Shaw)
The basic problem: I can see you, I can hear you, yet I cannot comprehend anything you say or do. (Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman, in Zits comic strip)

Frank: “Did you read Hemingway’s book ‘Across the River and Under the Trees’?” Ernest: “No. I didn’t even know he played golf.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
Man the battle stations! Somebody’s coming who wants to reason with us. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Dentist: “I’m afraid we’re talking root canal, Lars. 500 bucks.” Lars: “Sorry, but I don’t speak fluent root canal, could you translate?” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)
Dr. Herbert H. Clark, s psychologist from John Hopkins University, discovered, that it takes the average person about 48 percent longer to understand a sentence using a negative than it does to understand a positive, or affirmative sentence. This is confirmation of something every successful person knows: the secret of good communication is positive affirmation. It is not what you won’t or can’t do that interests people, but what you will or can do. (Bits & Pieces)

You can’t expect a man to see eye to eye with you when you’re looking down on him. (Bits & Pieces)
Lambs recognize their mothers by their bleats. Sheep are actually great communicators that make a variety of sounds that the rest of the flock understands. A sheep separated from its flock for a year or more will be recognized once it is returned to the group. It’s hard to sneak up on a sheep, as they have a 270-degree radius of view. (Tidbits)
First animal: “If you put this shell to your ear you can hear the ocean.” Second animal puts the shell to his ear and says: “I’m not getting any reception out here.” (Patrick McDonnell, in Mutts comic strip)
The 18th-century Italian Cardinal Mezzofanti spoke 53 languages fluently, another 61 tongues almost as well, and understood 72 more dialects, for a total of 186 languages and dialects. Yet the Cardinal never left Italy in his entire life. (James Meyers, in Mammoth Book of Trivia, p. 29)

There is no known way for a submarine to communicate with land via radio when it is underwater. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 38)
The symbolic language is the one foreign language that each of us must learn. (Erich Fromm)
When press tycoon William Randolph Hearst sent a telegram to a leading astronomer asking if there was life on Mars and to please cable a thousand words on the subject, he received the reply, “Nobody knows,” repeated five hundred times. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 61)

Client claims his grandfather invented the telephone four years before Alexander Graham Bell did so, but made one big mistake: He only wired up one phone, so he couldn’t call anybody to report it. (L. M. Boyd)
The telephone is a good way to talk to people without having to offer them a drink. (Fran Lebowitz, American satirist)

An Englishman answers his home telephone with his phone number instead of with “Hello.” (L. M. Boyd)
In the United States, more than 18 billion text messages are sent every month. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 88)

Teens with cell phones average 2,272 text messages a month, compared with 203 phone calls, according to the Nielsen Company. Nationally, more than 75 billion text messages are sent a month. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 6, 2009)
To touch a child’s face, a dog’s smooth coat, a pedaled flower, the rough surface of a rock is to set up new orders of brain motion. To touch is to communicate. (James W. Angell, in Yes Is a World)
As scientists unlock the secrets of trees, they uncover surprising facts. In the early 1980s, David Rhoades, a chemical ecologist at the University of Washington, Seattle, discovered that trees send unseen signals to each other. When willows are attacked by webworms and tent caterpillars, they give off a chemical that alerts nearby willows. The neighboring trees respond by pumping more tannin into their leaves, making them more difficult for the insects to digest. (Lowell Ponte, in Reader’s Digest)

The word “trivia” comes from the Latin for “three ways.” More specifically, it alluded to what we now call a three-way intersection. At such crossroads, people stopped to trade small talk. And so the talk itself came to be called trivia. (L. M. Boyd)
Woman: “I was wondering if you would sit down and watch Oprah with me today?” Man: “Are you mad at me?” (Ted Dawson, in Spooner comic strip)
My husband is in the Air Force, and we were recently stationed in Japan. The first few weeks were busy with adjusting to the new customs and culture. We were amazed to see the friendliness of the Japanese children. Whenever we drove through town, the children would be standing on the side of the road, waving at us. I would give them a big smile and wave back. Weeks later I learned that in Japan children will wave their hands to stop traffic so they can cross the street. (Donna Brosh, in Reader’s Digest)

Geech: “Well, I did it again.” Mechanic: “Did what?” Geech: “You know.” Mechanic: “No, I don’t.” Geech: “Oh, good.” (Jerry Bittle, in Geech comic strip)
About 80 percent of the talking you do each day is to yourself. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 248)
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