Comparison Numbers

In recent decades, accidents involving deer have killed as many Americans as terrorist attacks. (The Week magazine, May 27, 2011)
U.S. airlines didn’t have a single fatality in 2010, despite more than 10 million flights involving more than 700 million passengers. It was the third year in the past four without a death. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 4, 2011)

Over the last six years, more drugs have been withdrawn from the market or required by the Food and Drug Administration to carry major warnings than have been approved for sale. (Fortune, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 3, 2006)

More Americans now die from misuse of prescription drugs – including anti-depressants, painkillers, and sleeping pills – than from heroin and cocaine, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported. Fatalities due to drug overdoses have been rising dramatically in the U.S. since 1999, largely because of the abuse of prescription drugs. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 8, 2008)

The human body is home to some 1,000 species of bacteria. There are more germs on your body than people in the United States. (Liza Lentini & David Mouzon, in Discover)

Flu can be deadly. It killed half a million in the United States in late 1918 and early 1919, more deaths than suffered by American troops in battle in World Wars I and II combined. Worldwide more than 20 million died, a catastrophe putting the Spanish influenza among the major epidemics of all time. Even AIDS in a decade has not killed half as many Americans as did the flu in less than a year. Colorado, a state of fewer than a million people, counted nearly 8,000 deaths. Denver, a city of about a quarter million, tallied almost 1,500. Some 40,000 other Coloradans caught the disease and recovered.(Stephen J. Leonard, in Rocky Mountain News, January 29, 1992)
Infections passed on due to poor hospital hygiene kill as many people in the U.S. -- about 103,000 a year -- as AIDS, breast cancer, and auto accidents combined. (The New York Times, as appeared in The Week magazine, June 17, 2005)
Suicide rates among police officers are far higher than among the general population. About 450 police officers killed themselves nationwide last year, three times the number killed in the line of duty. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 23, 2007)

In April, 25 U.S. active-duty soldiers committed suicide, almost half the number (51) that were killed in Afghanistan. (Time.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 27, 2011)
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