Comparisons

Good things sometimes end abruptly, without any advance notice -- but so do bad things. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

When the other fellow acts that way, he's ugly. When you do it, it's nerves. When he's set in his ways, he's obstinate. When you are, it's just firmness. When he doesn't like your friends, he's prejudiced. When you don't like his, you are simply showing good judgment of human nature. When he tries to be accommodating, he's polishing the apple. When you do it, you are using tact. When he takes time to do things, he is dead slow. When you take ages, you are deliberate. When he picks flaws, he's cranky. When you do, you're discriminating. (Abundant Living Magazine)
If the records are right, a presidential candidate committed $23 million to the 1988 campaign. A lot. But consider this: In 1987, General Foods spent $32 million to advertise just one product, Jell-O. (L. M. Boyd)
Is the United States doing that? According to a survey of its 22 members, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development reported the United States gave the second-highest amount of foreign aid in absolute dollars in 2000, but was at the bottom of the list when aid was measured as a percent of Gross Domestic Product. The U.S. that year provided only 0.10% of its GDP to development assistance. (Colman McCarthy, in Catholic Digest)
After the Bush Administration's initial pledges of $15 million and then $35 million for tsunami relief were roundly criticized, the U.S. raised it to a more realistic $350 million. But at just $1.20 per American, even this increased number should be seen as simply a down payment on aiding the world's poor. Almost three years ago, the Bush Administration signed a pledge, the Monterey Consensus, to "make concrete efforts" to provide 0.7% of national income in assistance to the world's poor. Currently, the U.S. provides less than one-fourth of that pledge, just 0.15% -- a mere 15 cents out of every $100 of U.S. income. If the U.S. raised its level to 70 cents we would save millions of lives and enable many more to escape their poverty and their extreme vulnerability to natural disasters. Currently, our military spending outpaces our development aid by roughly 30 to 1. U.S. leadership in another battle, the fight against global poverty, would not only help restore the hope and confidence of a shaken planet but would also do much to promote the U.S.'s own long-term security as well. (Jeffrey D. Sachs, in Time Magazine, January 10, 2005)
Denver’s International Airport is larger than the entire city of Boston. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 144)
When dogs leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore being with you. When cats leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore your bed. (Alisha Everett)

That’s his allowance? That’s more than I made on my first job! (Reminisce magazine cartoon)
America is a land where a citizen will cross the ocean to fight for democracy and won’t cross the street to vote in a national election. (Bill Vaugham, journalist)
Animals around for a very long time:  Lizards – 290 million years old; Spiders – 400 million years old;  Wild turkeys – 3 million years old;  Whales – 50 million years old;  Termites – 250 million years old;  Human precursor Homo habilis – 2 million years old. (World Features Syndicate)
Television is a device that permits people who haven’t anything to do to watch people who can’t do anything. (Fred Allen)

Age and youth have the same appetites but not the same teeth. (Magdalena Samozwaniec, writer)
The New York City police force was bigger than the Kuwaiti standing army on the day Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait. (L. M. Boyd)
Ask a Dad: Zoe: “What time is it?” Dad: “830." Ask a Mom: Zoe: “What time is it?" Mom: “Time to brush your teeth, time to wash your face, time to put your pajamas on, and time to help me straighten up this living room before somebody trips and breaks their neck!” (Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)
The young have aspirations that will never come to pass, and the old have reminiscences of what never happened. (H. H. Munro, novelist)

The required doubling of annual official development assistance to $135 billion in 2006, rising to $195 billion by 2015, pales beside the wealth of high-income countries -- and the world's military budget of $900 billion a year. (United Nations Report, 2005) 

In 1970, the world's nations agreed to provide 0.7 percent of their gross national income for development assistance. Five countries have met or surpassed the target: Denmark, Norway, Netherlands, Sweden, and Luxembourg. Six nations have promised to reach the target by 2015: Belgium, Finland, France, Ireland, Spain, and Britain. The United States only spends about 0.15 percent of gross domestic product on development aid. (Edith M. Lederer, in Rocky Mountain News, January 18, 2005)
The earth’s atmosphere is proportionately thinner than the

One out of 100 babies in Japan is born to an unmarried mother. Fifty out of 100 babies in Sweden are born to unmarried mothers. (L. M. Boyd)
Newborn babies' arms are longer than their legs. (L. M. Boyd)
After fan Sal Durante caught Roger Maris’s historic 61st home run in 1961, he tried to return the ball to the quiet Yankee, but Maris told the truck driver to keep the ball and sell it if he wanted to. Durante sold it for $5,000. Maris’ record stood for 37 years until Mark McGwire broke it in 1998, hitting 70 home runs. The 70th was caught by 26-year-old Phil Ozersky, who sold the ball for $3 million. (Uncle John’s Unstoppable Bathroom Reader, p. 131)
My husband and our son, both golfers, were telling our grandson Mike, an avid bowler, the great joys of golf. Mike, however, was not impressed. “You hit the ball and then have to chase it all over the field," Mike said. “I prefer bowling. You just stand there and the ball comes back to you.” (Alberta R. Fuller, in Reader's Digest)

In 1997, the number of people filing for bankruptcy finally exceeded the number of people graduating from college. (Nathan Dungan, in Prodigal Sons and Material Girls)
Swiss banks had cash machines years before U.S. banks installed same. (L. M. Boyd)

There are now more Barbie dolls than people in the United States. (Catholic Digest, July, 1999)


In 1998, bears at Yosemite National Park clawed their way into 1,103 automobiles searching for food. Apparently, bears have developed special techniques for each type of car and teach them to their cubs. A favorite is to insert their claws above a rear door and rip the door frame out. Next, they claw through the backseat into the grocery-filled trunk. Based on availability and ease of entry, bears prefer Hondas. Toyotas are a close second. (Discover magazine)


Smart is when you believe only half of what you hear. Brilliant is when you know which half to believe. (Robert Orben)

The body of a cat, if typical, weighs 110 times more than its brain. The body of a chimp, if typical, weighs 75 times more than its brain. The body of a man, if typical, weighs 35 times more than its brain. (L. M. Boyd)
In size, the human body is approximately midway on a scale between an atom and a star, say the scientists. (L. M. Boyd)

A book completed in Braille will be 30 times larger than its printed counterpart. (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)
A genetic expert says: “Inbreeding preserves the type, but weakens the stock. Outbreeding strengthens the stock, but dissipates the type.” (L. M. Boyd)
The current U.S. military budget is $355 billion, a number too large to grasp unless you're an astronomer. It breaks down to about $972 million per day. That comes to $11,256 a second. In contrast, the Peace Corps' annual budget for fiscal year 2002 is $275 million according to www.peacecorps..gov. (Colman McCarthy, in Catholic Digest, March, 2004)
 
It took 200 years to build Italy’s famed Leaning Tower of Pisa, while India’s main tourist attraction, the Taj Mahal, was built in only 22 years. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits)
Dad: “First, Zoe couldn’t sleep, so I let her crawl in bed with me. Then Hammie couldn’t sleep, so I put him in bed with Zoe, and I went to Hammie’s room to sleep. Then neither of them could sleep, so we all ended up on the living room floor in sleeping bags.” Mom: “It sounds like you were very busy.” Dad: “Busy? Las Vegas doesn’t have that much nighttime action.” (Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)
The downturn in the economy is not affecting the super-rich. Wealthy buyers have already bought 71 Manhattan apartments costing more than $10 million this year, compared to 17 in that price range in all of 2007. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May, 2, 2008)

Or think about the calculator, which has made everyone virtual math geniuses. We can do in a matter of seconds the kind of computations that would have taken math whizzes hours to do in the past. (Steve Forbes, in Reader’s Digest)
U.S. agribusiness now produces about 3,800 calories of food per day for every American. That’s 500 more calories than farmers produced a generation ago, and at least 1,000 more than most people need. (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 3, 2004)
One hour of downhill skiing burns 550 calories. That’s 110 Brussels sprouts, 6.1 servings of tofu, 3.9 Twinkies, or one double cheeseburger. (NOVA, in Catholic Digest)
You burn more calories sleeping than watching television. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 72)

I had to have my car towed into work today. Nothing wrong with it – it’s just cheaper than having to fill it up with gas. (Jay Leno)

The recent California wildfires released 6 million tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere – equivalent to 1 million cars being driven every day for a year, according to the California Air Resources Board. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 16, 2007)
A neurotic builds a castle in the sky. A psychotic lives in it. A psychiatrist collects the rent. (Rocky Mountain News)

The Roman Catholic population of the world is larger than that of all other Christian sects combined. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 145)
The largest human cell is the female ovum. The smallest is the male sperm. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in That’s A Fact, Jack!, p. 20)

Grandma claims her pineapple cheesecake once garnered first prize at the state fair. Grandpa counters that she actually won “Best Science Project.” (Jill Marie Bonnier, in The Saturday Evening Post)

Mayan civilization lasted six times as long as the renowned Roman Empire. (L. M. Boyd)
It takes a clever man to turn cynic, and a wise man to be clever enough not to. (Fannie Hurst, novelist)
Coffee drinkers would save $55,341, including interest, by brewing their own coffee instead of buying a daily $3 latte over 30 years. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 1, 2005)

A $100,000 computer 20 years ago computed about as much as a $10 chip can today. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 240)
Today, when I throw away a musical birthday card, I am tossing out more computer power than existed in the entire world before 1948. (Denis Waitley, in Empires of the Mind)
One of the first computers, the ENIAC, was built in 1949. It was a marvel of human engineering, taking up the space of an entire city block. Today, a single silicon chip a quarter of an inch square has the same computing capacity as the ENIAC. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits)
 
It took a hundred years to connect a billion people by wire. It has taken only ten years to connect the next billion people. (Thomas B. Allen, in National Geographic)

If you read a lot of books, you’re considered well-read. But if you watch a lot of TV, you’re not considered well-viewed. (Lily Tomlin)
Proud of my cooking skills, I smugly asked my 11-year-old brother if he could tell the difference between my cooking and my father’s. “Sure,” he said. “When Dad cooks, we don’t have to open the windows.” (John Shirley, in Reader’s Digest)

According to new agricultural guidelines, farmers in Colorado will now be allowed to grow genetically modified corn. Genetically modified corn is the same as regular corn accept that when you bite into it, it screams. (Tina Fey)
It costs more to buy the average new car in the United States today than it cost Christopher Columbus to equip and undertake his maiden voyage to the New World. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts)

A recession is when we count our money. Prosperity is when we count our calories. (Gil Stern)
There are more beetles than any other creature in the world. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 54)

Three boys were talking as they walked to school. The first boy said, “My dad wrote a poem that was published, and he got $50 for it.” The second boy boasted, “My dad wrote a story and got $100 for it.” The third boy responded, “That’s nothing. My dad writes a sermon every Sunday, and it takes four men to collect all the money.” (Jane Watts, in Country magazine)

A Calvinistic Presbyterian believes that all Catholics will be damned because they are predestined to be damned; an ordinary Presbyterian believes that all Catholics will be damned on their merits. (John Bartley)
Elder statisticians who refuse to garage their cars and walk point out that walking is about 15 times more dangerous than driving. (L. M. Boyd)

What’s dating like in the animal kingdom, Axel? It’s pretty similar to human dating, except that instead of bringing flowers, I have to bring a dead caribou. (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)
Man: “What a day! I thought it would never end." Garfield: “And just whose fault is that? I took several naps and it zipped right by." (Jim Davis, in Garfield comic strip)
You can average it out, I’m told, to prove the oceans are four times as deep as the land is high. (L. M. Boyd)
Never confuse a single defeat with a final defeat. (F. Scott Fitzgerald)
It takes Halley's comet seventy-six years to get here. Big deal, so does home-delivered pizza. (Bob Hope)
What we do during our working hours determines what we have; what we do in our leisure hours determines what we are. (George Eastman)
The diameter of the sun is 864,000 miles.  The diameter of the earth is only 8,000 miles. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 68)

In the last century, more Americans died in murders than in wars. (L. M. Boyd)
Typical diet of Okinawans only has about 60 percent of the calories of a typical Japanese diet. Forty times ass many Okinawans per capita as Japanese are over age 100. (L. M. Boyd)
Difference between an “optimist,” a “pessimist” and a “cynic,” it’s said, is that the optimist will lend his cousin money, the pessimist won’t and the cynic did. (L. M. Boyd)
To talk to a child, to fascinate him, is much more difficult than to win an electoral victory. But it is also more rewarding. (Colette, French author)
Ninety-five percent of the people killed in natural disasters are in poor countries. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, January 28, 2005)
At the state’s widest point, the distance across Texas is greater than the distance between New York City and Chicago. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 69)
The mean distance from Earth to Moon (center to center) is 238,840 miles.  This is 30.1 times the diameter of Earth and 110.7 times that of the Moon. (Diagram Group, Comparisons)

With a dog, you feed him, you give him plenty of affection, you take him for walks and he thinks, “Wow, this guy must be a god." With a cat, however, you feed him, you love him, you care for him and he thinks, “Wow, I must be a god." (Brian K. Lebowitz, in Reader's Digest)
Dogs come when they're called; cats take a message and get back to you. (Missy Dizick)
If you’re a woman, typically, you like it when a man opens a door for you, providing he’s not putting on some sort of performance. If you’re a man, typically, you don’t like it when a woman opens a door for you, unless she is putting on some sort of performance. So say psychology researchers. (L. M. Boyd)

Between the optimist and the pessimist, the difference is droll. The optimist sees the doughnut; the pessimist the hole! (Oscar Wilde)
Over the last six years, more drugs have been withdrawn from the market or required by the Food and Drug Administration to carry major warnings than have been approved for sale. (Fortune, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 3, 2006)
More Americans now die from misuse of prescription drugs – including anti-depressants, painkillers, and sleeping pills – than from heroin and cocaine, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported. Fatalities due to drug overdoses have been rising dramatically in the U.S. since 1999, largely because of the abuse of prescription drugs. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 8, 2008)

If the earth were the size of a basketball, its surface would be smoother than a basketball’s. (L. M. Boyd)
Earth is only a third of 1 percent of the size of Jupiter. (L. M. Boyd)
It’s easier to build a child than to repair an adult. (Phil Perington)

Do you “eat like a bird?" A parakeet consumes nearly 100 times its own weight annually. If a 150-pound person had an appetite like this, he would gobble up about 150 pounds of food every 3.65 days, or 7 1/2 tons per year. Normal human consumption is about 1,300 pounds per year. (Nick Tschida, in Catholic Digest)
In America, a parent puts food in front of a child and says, “Eat it, it's good for you." In Europe, the parent says, “Eat it. It's good!" (John Levee, in Catholic Digest)
Money spent on education now could be money saved down the road. Consider: $9,255 - Average cost of one year of college, including tuition, fees and room and board, at a public four-year institution in 2001.  $26,689 - Average cost to support one inmate in prison for one year in 2001. (Regional Fact Book for Higher Education in the West, 2002, compiled by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education)
The Law of 80-20 holds with duck hunters, too. Eighty percent of the downed ducks are shot by 20 percent of the hunters. (L. M. Boyd)
On the average weekday, 71 million American adults use e-mail – nine times the number sending or receiving personal mail through the U.S. Postal Service. (Chicago Sun-Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, January 27, 2006) 

Harvard University’s endowment of about $26 billion exceeds the gross domestic product of more than 100 nations and is greater than that of any nonprofit institution in the world except the Catholic Church. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 31, 2006)
Am advised it takes 65 percent more energy to walk in high heels than in flats. (L. M. Boyd)
                                                                                                                     
Research shows that we burn up 3 times more energy when we are in a state of conflict versus being in harmony. (Jean McLaughlin)

You read about all these terrorists: most of them came here legally, but they hung around on these expired visas, some for as long as 10-15 years. Now, compare that to Blockbuster: you are two days late with a video and those people are all over you. Let's put Blockbuster in charge of immigration. (S.C.U.C.A. Regional Reporter)


A Texan visiting Niagara Falls admitted that his great state of Texas had nothing to compare with the falls. But he insisted that Texas had plumbers who could fix it. (Hillery C. Rice)

Space shuttles travel about 30 times faster than most passenger jets. (Rocky Mountain News)
Americans feed ten times more grain and thirty times more legumes to livestock than to people, while India’s cattle exist on straw, stalk and other non-edible wastes. (Lisa M. Spooner, in Vegetarian Times)

Give a man a fish and he has food for a day; teach him how to fish and you can get rid of him for the entire weekend. (Zenna Schaffer)
A Dutchman was explaining the red, white and blue Netherlands flag to an American. “Our flag is symbolic of our taxes. We get red when we talk about them, white when we get our tax bills, and blue after we pay them.” The American nodded. “It's the same in my country, only we see stars too!” (Bedside Bits)
Superstition sets the whole world in flames; philosophy quenches them. (Voltaire)
When the Wright Brothers made aviation history at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, their initial 12-second flight spanned a distance shorter than the wingspan of a Boeing 747 jumbo jet -- which measures 195.7 feet from tip to tip. (Denver P. Tarle, in A Treasury of Trivia,  p. 20)
Moths like night flight, butterflies day. (Boyd's Curiosity Shop)
About the Boeing 747: Coach section – long as Wright brothers first flight. (www.boeing.com)

The deer botfly can fly faster than a jet plane. It has been clocked at a speed of 818 miles per hour. It crosses 400 yards in one second and moves 13 miles in a minute. The deer botfly flies so fast that it is almost invisible to the human eye. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 74)

United Airlines, in an effort to reduce fuel costs on its New York-to-California flights, is actually flying passengers only as far as Pittsburgh, which United points out is “less than four days from Los Angeles by taxi." (Dave Berry)
There's a tremendous imbalance of focus on the issues of war and peace, and less on the dying and suffering of the poor who have no voice. An estimated 150,000 children in Africa die each month from malaria. We have the world's eyes focused on the tsunami of the Indian Ocean, but the world continues to overlook the silent tsunamis of deaths from malaria which take every month the number of people that died in the Asian tragedy. (Jeffrey Sachs, head of the U.N. anti-poverty effort)
Americans spent $14.3 billion on dog food in 2004. That’s $10 billion more than we spent on baby food. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 10, 2006)
When the University of Nebraska Cornhuskers play football at home, their stadium (which holds a crowd of 16,000 people) becomes the state’s third largest city. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 134)   ??????????
Sweden spends more money per capita on foreign aid than does the United States. (L. M. Boyd)

Friends may come and go, but enemies accumulate. (Dr. Thomas F. Jones, Jr., American college official)
Global gasoline prices vary so widely that it costs just $1.45 to fill a 2007 Honda Civic in Venezuela, $31.42 in the United States, $81.44 in Britain, and $93.98 in Turkey. (Foreign Policy, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 13, 2007)

One of the subtle differences among the generations: people over 35 generally know their Social Security numbers by heart; people under 35 memorize their credit-card numbers; people under 15 know all the cable channels. (Jay Trachman, in One to One)
The human body is home to some 1,000 species of bacteria. There are more germs on your body than people in the United States. (Liza Lentini & David Mouzon, in Discover)
Early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. (Gettos humor and jokes, in Catholic Digest)
As the TV gives the message: “And, if you act now, there's nothing up front, and no interest for six months!" The man responds: “Sounds like my last girlfriend.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)
Billy says to Dolly: “When Clark Kent takes off his glasses, he becomes Superman! When Daddy takes off his glasses, he bumps into things." 
(Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
Although my husband and I both took (golf) up at the same time, we quickly progressed to different levels of skill. He now tries to break eighty. I would be happy now to shoot below my weight. (Rita Rudner)

The poor have sometimes objected to being governed badly; the rich have always objected to being governed at all (G. K. Chesterton)

It took me 17 years to get 3,000 hits, but I did it in one afternoon on the golf course. (Hank Aaron, Hall of Fame baseball player)
Did I tell you a lightning bolt is five times hotter than the surface of the sun? (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 171)

An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered. An inconvenience is an adventure wrongly considered. (G. K. Chesterton)
One edition of the current Sunday New York Times has more information in it than a typical adult was exposed to in an entire lifetime a hundred years ago. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 117)

There are approximately one million species of animals on the earth. Of these, approximately 800,000 are insects. There are more insects in one square mile of rural land than there are human beings on the entire earth. (David Louis)
The wingspan of a Boeing 747 jet is longer than the length of the Wright Brothers' first flight. (Joe Edelman & David Samson, in Useless Knowledge, p. 113)  

A salesman, tired of his job, gave it up to become a policeman. Several months later, a friend asked him how he liked his new role. “Well," he replied, “the pay is pretty good and the hours aren't bad, but what I like best is that the customer is always wrong." (Rocky Mountain News)
It’s a recession when your neighbor loses his job; it’s a depression when you lose yours. (Harry Truman)
Italians are the least likely to switch jobs. Americans are the most likely. This according to the World Rank Research Team. (L. M. Boyd)
Before you try to keep up with the Joneses, be sure they’re not trying to keep up with you. (Erma Bombeck)

Infections passed on due to poor hospital hygiene kill as many people in the U.S. -- about 103,000 a year -- as AIDS, breast cancer, and auto accidents combined. (The New York Times, as appeared in The Week magazine, June 17, 2005)
Flu can be deadly. It killed half a million in the United States in late 1918 and early 1919, more deaths than suffered by American troops in battle in World Wars I and II combined. Worldwide more than 20 million died, a catastrophe putting the Spanish influenza among the major epidemics of all time. Even AIDS in a decade has not killed half as many Americans as did the flu in less than a year. Colorado, a state of fewer than a million people, counted nearly 8,000 deaths. Denver, a city of about a quarter million, tallied almost 1,500. Some 40,000 other Coloradans caught the disease and recovered.(Stephen J. Leonard, in Rocky Mountain News, January 29, 1992)
Cartoonists over the years have given us a false picture of dinosaurs. They’ve been pictured as clumsy, stupid creatures that were too dumb to come in out of the rain. Well, they must have been doing something right; they lasted 135 million years on earth! Man the bright one, on the other hand, has been around about half a million years and is hell-bent on destroying himself momentarily! (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 105)
President Bush has claimed the authority to ignore or disobey at least 750 laws passed by Congress on the grounds that they conflict with his reading of the Constitution. In his eight years in office, Bill Clinton challenged the legitimacy of 140 laws. (The Boston Globe, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 12, 2006)
How many to change a light bulb? Aries: Just one. You want to make something of it? Taurus: One, but just try to convince them the old bulb is useless. Gemini: Two, but they keep arguing over which one should do it. Cancer: Just one. But it takes a therapist three years to help them get through the grief process. Leo: Leos don't change light bulbs, but sometimes their agents will get a Virgo to do it for them. Virgo: Approximately 1.000000 with an error of +/- 1 millionth. Libra: Two. Or maybe one. No, make that two, is that OK? Scorpio: That's top secret, shared on a need-to-know basis. Sagittarius: The sun's shining, the day is young, and you're worried about a light bulb? Capricorn: I don't waste my time with these childish jokes; Aquarius: You have to remember that everything is energy, so . . . Pisces: Light bulb? What light bulb? (Denver Rocky Mountain News)
 
Teacher: “Why is a democracy better than a monarchy?" Student: “Because in a democracy, 49% of the people like you!" Teacher: “What's so great about that?" Student: “In a monarchy, nobody likes you." (Johnny Hart, in B. C. comic strip)

Ways teen-agers are like cats: Neither teen-agers nor cats turn their heads when you call them by name. No matter what you do for them, it is not enough. Indeed, all efforts are barely adequate to compensate for the privilege of waiting on them hand and foot. No cat or teen-ager shares your taste in music. Cats and teen-agers can lie on the living-room sofa for hours on end without moving, barely breathing. Cats have nine lives. Teen-agers carry on as if they did. Cats and teen-agers do not improve anyone's furniture. (Rocky Mountain News, circulating on the Internet)
Genius may have its limitations, but stupidity is not thus handicapped. (Elbert Hubbard)

Take the three countries most strongly affected by the tsunami: Indonesia, Sir Lanka and India. It's not that they don't understand the problem of terrorism. They have all dealt with it for decades. The big picture for these countries, however, is that large numbers of people still live on less than $2 a day, that infant mortality and malnutrition are still at unconsciously high levels, that for large parts of the population, life is not that different than it was 200 years ago. This is the war they are waging. (Fareed Zakaria, in Rocky Mountain News, January 4, 2005)


Egyptians lived an average of only thirty-five years, yet constructed pyramids, each of which took at least twenty years. The average Parisian in the Middle Ages lived only forty-five years, yet the city built the great cathedral of Notre Dame, which took 137 years. The U.S. space program that put men on the moon consumed only one-sixth of an adult lifetime. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 291)
One day my husband, Don, showed his new gasoline-powered garden machine to our neighbor and her teen-age son. “What does it do?" she inquired. “It turns the soil and gets rid of weeds," Don explained. “I have one of those," she said, throwing an arm around her son's shoulders. “But mine runs on cornflakes." (Elizabeth A. Lacey, in Reader's Digest)
We make a living by what you get, but we make a life by what you give. (Winston Churchill)
A winner makes commitments; a loser makes promises. (Fanuel Tjingaete, in Black Enterprise, South Africa)
The cost to manufacture an Oscar is $300, compared with $900 for an Emmy – and only $100 for the Pulitzer Prize. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 165)

Before a marriage, a man will lie awake all night thinking about something you said; after marriage, he'll fall asleep before you finish saying it. (Helen Rowland)

Uninsured Americans spend an annual average of $934 on medical expenses. Insured Americans shell out an average of $2,347 a year on health care. (The New Yorker, as it appeared in The Week magazine, September 9, 2005)

You can send a message around the world in one-fifth of a second, yet it may take years for it to get from the outside of a man's head to the inside. (Charles F. Kettering)
There are roughly 144,000 mosquitoes for every person on earth. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in That’s A Fact, Jack!, p. 22)

A woman and her teenage daughter were watching a typical romantic movie of the Thirtees on TV. After it had ended with the usual clinch and fadeout, as most movies of those days did, the daughter turned to her mother and said, “Gee, Mom, your movies ended where ours begin.” (Bits & Pieces)

G-rated movies accounted for only 4 percent of movies released from 1989 through 2003. But those with a G rating made an average profit of nearly $80 million compared with an average profit of $7 million for the R-rated films. (The Atlantic Monthly, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 26, 2005)
It takes 17 muscles to smile, 43 muscles to frown. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts)

Payola vs. lobbying -- what is the difference? Offer money or expense-paid vacations to a radio DJ for favorable play of your song and you violate the law. Offer money (campaign contributions) or expense-paid vacations (fact-finding trips) to a member of Congress in exchange for access and favorable legislation and you're a well-rewarded power player in D.C. (William Autrey, in The Denver Post)
Woman: “My parents have an apartment in Paris and we’re going to be visiting them. When it’s time to come home it’s always kind of painful saying goodbye.” Crankshaft: “Jeff’s mother Rose comes over for Thanksgiving, and it’s always kind of painful saying hello.” (Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayers, in Crankshaft comic strip)
In the year Edison was born, 1847, only 495 inventors won patents; in the year of his 40th birthday, he had more than 20,000 lesser mortals for company. (Harold Evans, in U.S. News, October 11, 2004)
In storybooks, Peter Pan fights mean guys, but in real life he just makes peanut butter. (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

It took a nineteenth-century Danish schoolmaster a lifetime to calculate pi to eight hundred decimal places. It took a modern computer only a few seconds to check his figures and find them correct. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 76)

All the planets in our solar system could be placed inside Jupiter. Jupiter is two and a half times larger than all the other planets, satellites, asteroids, and comets of our solar system combined. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 107)
In Hong Kong soy milk is as popular as Coca-Cola is in the West. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 186)

Every 20 minutes, the world’s human population increases by 3,500. In the same time, one or more species of animal or plant life is wiped out – roughly 27,000 species per year. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in That’s A Fact, Jack!, p. 25)

Sick of gas prices lately? Diet Snapple, 16 oz. for $1.29 = $10.32 per gallon; Lipton Iced Tea, $9.52 per gallon; Gatorade, $10.17 per gallon;  Vick's NyQuil, $178.13 per gallon; Pepto Bismol, $123.20 per gallon;  and White Out, $25.42 per gallon. (Rocky Mountain News)

The large print giveth and the small print taketh away. (Tom Waits)
A group of men were discussing how to deter possible home prowlers. One said he kept a gun by his bed. Another said he had an elaborate alarm system. The third, the father of six young children, said, “If a burglar came into our bedroom during the night, I'd probably get up to take him by the hand, and walk him into the bathroom.” (Thomas LaMance, in The Saturday Evening Post)
Unlike vinyl records, a CD begins playing near the center and spirals outward toward the edge. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 162)

It takes 20 years to build a reputation and five minutes to ruin it. If you think about that, you’ll do things differently. (Warren Buffet)
The famous clipper ship, Flying Cloud, sailed from New York to San Francisco in 1854, a distance of 15,000 miles, in 19 days. Today’s jets do it in 5 hours and carry six times as many passengers. For a third the cost. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 325)

If the minimum wage had kept pace with the rise in executive salaries since 1990, America’s poorest-paid workers would be making more than $23 an hour. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 52)
Order in the court? Judge Judy Sheindlin, TV's “Judge Judy," has a yearly salary of some $7.8 million. William Rehnquist, the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, has a yearly salary of $181,400. (Forbes, in Reader's Digest, December, 2000)


It is believed that 90 percent of all scientists who have ever lived are alive now, and that as many scientific papers have been published in the years since 1950 as were published in all the centuries before 1950. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 287)
Cleaning your house while your kids are still growing is like shoveling the walk before it stops snowing. (Phyllis Diller, American comedian)

Sizes of Earth Vs. Other Planets:  Jupiter -- 318 Earths could fit inside; Saturn -- 95 Earths could fit inside;  Neptune -- 17 Earths could fit inside;  Uranus -- 15 Earths could fit inside; Venus -- 3/4 of one Earth could fit inside;  Mars -- 10 would fit in one Earth;  Mercury -- 20 would fit in one Earth;  and Pluto -- 5,000 would fit in one Earth. (World Features Syndicate)

There are approximately one million species of animals on the earth. Of these, approximately 800,000 are insects. There are more insects in one square mile of rural land than there are human beings on the entire earth. There is approximately one chicken for every human being in the world. (David Louis)

This year California will spend $3.3 billion on its state university system and $9.9 billion on its prison system. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 19, 2007)
Americans spend $40 billion a year – more than the gross domestic product of Vietnam – caring for their lawns. (The Cleveland Plain Dealer, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 26, 2006)
To comply with federal income tax laws each year, taxpayers spend about $150 billion on accountants, lawyers, and other types of assistance – a figure roughly equal to all household spending on electricity. (Newsweek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 21, 2006)
An optimist stays up until midnight to see the New Year in. A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves. (Bill Vaughn, life coach)
The ballot is stronger than the bullet. (Abraham Lincoln)
Suicide rates among police officers are far higher than among the general population. About 450 police officers killed themselves nationwide last year, three times the number killed in the line of duty. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 23, 2007)
For our first Thanksgiving, my wife’s parents came over for dinner. My bride roasted a beautiful turkey, which she brought to the table on a silver tray. With a very sharp knife, I carved it into lovely piles of thinly sliced white and dark meat. I smiled at my father-in-law, a well-known surgeon, and said, “How was that for a stunning bit of surgery?” He laughed and replied, “Not bad. Now let’s see you put it back together.” (Carl Ross, in Reader’s Digest)

So far, man has survived on earth for two million years. The dinosaurs lasted 150 million years. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 65)

The U.S. tax code contains about 7 million words. That’s more verbiage than in the Bible (773,000 words) or the collected plays of William Shakespeare (884,647). When the tax code was first passed in 1913, it contained 11,000 words. (Newsday, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 21, 2006)
Billy: “My teacher says ‘Y’know’ a lot.” Dolly: “My teacher says ‘Quiet’ a lot.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
Various types of lightning have been identified by meteorologists. The temperature of the Positive Giant type of lightning bolt reaches 54,032 degreesF – over five times hotter than the surface of the sun. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 78)

Accentuate the positives, medicate the negatives. (Actress Amy Sedaris)
A human hair is ten thousand times thicker than the film of a soap bubble. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 73)

We think in generalities, but we live in detail. (Alfred North Whitehead, philosopher)

Grandma: “I think it’s a mistake for Sylvia and Dan to home school Nelson. I wish you wouldn’t encourage them.” Grandpa: “Oh, they’re just trying to do what they think is best for their son.” Grandma: “I know. They think Nelson is a child prodigy or something, but I think he’d rather be back with his friends in public school.” Grandpa: “Well, you know what they say: Every parent thinks his kid is a genius, and every kid thinks his parents are idiots.” (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)
The best thinking has been done in solitude. The worst has been done in turmoil. (Thomas Alva Edison)
A first-class ticket for the Titanic in 1912 cost more than a crew member would earn in 18 years. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 301)

It cost $3 million to build the Titanic and $100 million to make the movie. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 301)
If the CEOs of America's 500 largest corporations were to tithe -- that is, to contribute 10 percent -- of their 2004 salaries to the tsunami relief effort, this would produce a sum of money larger than the entire contribution pledged by our government, or by Americans privately. (This assumes that their 2004 salaries were no larger than their 2003 salaries.) Bill Gates would exceed the government's entire contribution to tsunami aid by pledging 1 percent of his net worth. Alice, Helen, Jim, and S. Robson Walton, heirs to the Wal-Mart fortune, could pool their resources and double the government's contribution by donating less than 1 percent of their collective wealth. (Paul Campos, in Rocky Mountain News, January 18, 2005)
The Hummingbird Moth's tongue is longer than its whole body. When not in use, it rolls up under his mouth. (1993 Disney Adventures)
There have been at least 445 tornadoes reported in the U.S. this year, about five times the average by this time of the year over the past decade. (Time, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 28, 2006)
Capitalism: He who dies with the most toys wins; Catholicism: He who denies himself the most toys wins; Atheism: There is no toy maker; Polytheism: There are many toy makers; Evolutionism: The toys made themselves; Communism: Everyone gets the same number of toys, and you go straight to the opposite of heaven if we catch you selling yours; Amish: Toys with batteries are surely a sin; Taoism: The doll is as important as the dumptruck; Hedonism: Hang the rule book! Let's play! Existentialism: Toys are a figment of your imagination. (Denver Rocky Mountain News)

U.S. Congressmen expressed surprise on learning in 1977 that it takes fifteen months of instruction at the Pentagon's School of Music to turn out a bandleader but merely thirteen months to train a jet pilot. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 425)
Dolly says to Billy: “Farmers have roosters to wake them up. We have trash trucks.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
A dog doesn't want much and is happy to get it.  A cat doesn't know what it wants and wants more of it. (Richard Hexem, in Reader's Digest) 

Remember, most time is wasted in minutes, not hours. The average person diddles away enough minutes in ten years to have earned a college degree. (Dale Turner, in Reader's Digest)

The typical U.S. household uses about 100 gallons of water per person per day, whereas two-thirds of the people in the world use less than 13 gallons each. (Rocky Mountain News, December, 1993)
When you glance for a single second at the yellow leaves of an autumnal elm, the dye molecules in the retina of your eyes vibrate 500 trillion times--more waves in that single second than all the ocean waves that have beat upon the earth’s shores since the first morning of creation.  (Ken Carey, in Abundant Living magazine)
It is by logic we prove, but by intuition we discover. (Leonardo da Vinci)
If a baseball-sized piece of a supernova star were brought to earth, it would weigh more than the Empire State Building. (David Louis)
Estimators in 1941 figured Grand Coulee Dam weighed about twice as much as the nation's population. (L. M. Boyd)

Americans today consume nearly the same number of calories--about 3,400 a day -- as Americans in 1910 did, but the weight of the average American has increased substantially due to lack of exercise. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 94)
The weight ratio of your body to your brain runs about 50-to-1. In that dinosaur called the brontosaurus, however, the weight ratio is estimated to have been 377,000-to-1. (L. M. Boyd)
Every time a box of Wheaties with Tiger Woods on the front was sold, he got a dime. The farmer who grew the wheat got a nickel. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 141)
The Bible is no less than 773,000 words. But today's federal income tax code and its regulations are in the millions of words--and rising! The typical American family today pays eight times as much tax on each dollar of income as a typical family of 1948. (Steve Forbes, in Reader's Digest, 1997)
A lion in the wild rarely puts in more than five hours a day hunting and eating. An elephant works at it at least 20 hours a day - and night.  
(L. M. Boyd)
Bill Gates' net worth of roughly $37 billion is one of those numbers that defy easy comprehension, much like the age of the universe. And so there's a new national pastime: putting Mr. Gates's stratospheric wealth in down-to-earth terms. For example, spending $250,000 for a Lamborghini would cost Mr. Gates -- in terms of percentage of his wealth -- what a 63-cent purchase would set back the average American. And because of the value of his time at the office, were Gates to see a $100 bill lying on the sidewalk on his way to work, he would actually lose money spending the few seconds required to stop and pick it up. (Lee Gomes, in The Wall Street Journal)


Worths of six wealthy people vs. foreign national budgets:  Bill Gates -- worth equal to Israel's national budget;  Walton family -- equal to Saudi Arabia's national budget;  Warren Buffett -- equal to Iraq's national budget;  Mars family -- equal to Kuwait's national budget;  and Michael Dell -- equal to Hungary's national budget. (World Features Syndicate)
When the teacher asked the difference between one yard and two yards, my then 7-year-old granddaughter Elizabeth had a ready reply: “A fence!” (Suzan L. Wiener)
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