Computers

The Duke of Gloucester, commenting at a luncheon meeting in London: “A home-accident survey showed that 90 percent of accidents on staircases involved either the top or the bottom stair. This information was fed back into the computer to analyze how accidents could be reduced. The computer’s answer: “Remove the top and bottom stairs.” (Building, England, as it appeared in Reader’s Digest)

Computers will never take the place of books. You can’t stand on a floppy disk to reach a high shelf. (Sam Ewing)

A $100,000 computer 20 years ago computed about as much as a $10 chip can today. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 240)
Four out of five of all the words in all the computers worldwide are in English. (L. M. Boyd)

Computers can figure out all kinds of problems, except the things in the world that just don’t add up. (James Magary)

One of the first computers, the ENIAC, was built in 1949. It was a marvel of human engineering, taking up the space of an entire city block. Today, a single silicon chip a quarter of an inch square has the same computing capacity as the ENIAC. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits)
Humph! Anyone who thinks computers are only for the intelligent, never spent any time in a chat room! (Art & Chip Sansom, in The Born Loser comic strip)

One thing computers have trouble with is language; they can’t understand the meaning of words. One computer, told to translate “The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak” into Russian, came up with “The vodka is good, but the meat is rotten”! (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 150)

If Only Life Were Like a Computer!

* If you messed up your life, you could press “Ctrl, Alt, Delete” and start all over!

* To get your daily exercise, just click on “run”! If you needed a break from life, click on suspend.

* Hit “any key” to continue life when ready.

* To add/remove someone in your life, click settings in control panel.

* To improve your appearance, just adjust the display settings.

* If life gets too noisy, turn off the speakers. (Rocky Mountain News)

Computerists talk of “hardware,” “software” and “liveware.” What’s “liveware”? People. (L. M. Boyd)

Computing machines, perhaps, can do the work of a dozen ordinary men, but there is no machine that can do the work of one extraordinary man. (E. B. White)

Today, when I throw away a musical birthday card, I am tossing out more computer power than existed in the entire world before 1948. (Denis Waitley, in Empires of the Mind)

Can you name a four-letter flower that rhymes with “nose”? Elementary, right? But not to a computer. It’s said no computer – yet – can do this. (L. M. Boyd)

A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kickboxing. (Emo Philips, comedian)

It took a nineteenth-century Danish schoolmaster a lifetime to calculate pi to eight hundred decimal places. It took a modern computer only a few seconds to check his figures and find them correct. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 76)

No one has yet programmed a computer to be of two minds about a hard problem or to burst out laughing. (Lewis Thomas)

I took a two-year-old computer in to be repaired, and the guy looked at me as though he was a gun dealer and I’d brought him a musket. In two years, I’d gone from cutting-edge to Amish. (Jon Stewart)

“Sequential scan” is what a computer does to search its memory banks for a bit of information. If a 50-year-old man’s brain worked that way, it would take him 400 years to answer the question: “What is your name?” So say the artificial intelligence experts. (L. M. Boyd)

Computers can now keep a man’s every transgression recorded in a permanent memory bank, duplicating with complex programming and intricate wiring a feat his wife handles quite well without fuss or fanfare. (Lane Olinghouse)

You probably wouldn’t be logging on to your computer today if it weren’t for a weaving machine invented about 200 years ago. In the early 1800s, a Frenchman, Joseph Marie Jacquard, invented a weaving loom that used holes punched in cards to control the pattern. About 30 years later a mathematician, Ada Byron, wrote the first computer programs. She based them on Jacquard's punch-card idea. Her programs were for the first general-purpose mechanical digital computer, which had just been invented by Charles Babbage. About 60 years later, an American, Herman Hollerith, built on these three people's ideas. He invented a machine that used punch cards to electrically count the information collected in the 1890 census. He was so successful that he started a company, later called IBM. (Betty Debnam, in Rocky Mountain News)
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