Credits

You can accomplish much if you don’t care who gets the credit. (Ronald Reagan)

“The Alphabet Song” was copyrighted in 1834 under the title “The Schoolmaster.” Of course, it wasn’t exactly an original, as the melody for the tune is identical to that of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,” which was copyrighted 28 years earlier. But even “Twinkle” was something of a copycat – that same melody has been traced back to at least 1761, when it appeared in a French music book as “Ah! Vous Diraije, Maman” (“Shall I tell you, Mother?” (Kelly Cadieux, in Tidbits)
Eleven countries around the globe take credit for discovering America. (Susan Jimison)

If anything goes bad, I did it. If anything goes semi-good, then we did it. If anything goes real good, then you did it. That's all it takes to get people to win football games for you. (Bear Bryant. legendary football coach)

Banjo is only musical instrument to have originated in the United States. (L. M. Boyd)
And work they do, even to the extent of being the golden architects of popular menu items. A franchise in Pittsburgh, for example, invented the Big Mac. A California operator dreamed up the Egg McMuffin. These people receive no payment for their creations – only the recognition of their peers and the increased sales the new products bring. (Per Ola & Emily D’Aulaire, in Reader’s Digest)

In his book Electronic Principles, Albert Malvino opens with this credit: “TO JOANNA – My brilliant and beautiful wife without whom I would be nothing. She always comforts and consoles, never complains or interferes, asks nothing and endures all, and writes my dedications.” (Published by McGraw-Hill)
Not just school cafeterias but every cafeteria in the nation, I suspect, has served beef-tomato-cheese-macaroni casserole. So why isn’t Mary Marzetti famous? She invented it. In Columbus, Ohio. Almost a century ago. (L. M. Boyd)

None of the 52 U.S. towns named in honor of Christopher Columbus claim to be his birthplace, but 18 other towns do. (L. M. Boyd)
When Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, the fact of his authorship was known only to the Continental Congress and a few of his friends. The identity of the writer of the most famous document of the American Revolution was not generally known until it was published in a newspaper in 1784. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 214)

You will accomplish a great deal if you do not worry about who will get the credit. (Dorothy Height, civil rights pioneer)

THE DISCOVERY OF ELECTRICITY: While Boston’s Ben Franklin (1706-1790) first harnessed the power of electricity, he wasn’t the first person to discover it. That honor goes to England’s Dr. William Gilbert, who discovered electricity in 1600 when he showed that two substances – amber and jet – worked as a magnet when rubbed together, forming the basis for static electricity. Gilbert, who would later become personal physician to England’s Queen Elizabeth I, derived the word “electricity” from the Greek word for amber. Franklin improved upon Gilbert’s findings with his lightning-and-key experiment in 1752, proving that lightning and the spark from amber and jet essentially are the same thing. (Paul Niemann, in Invention Mysteries)
Billy says at the dinner table after he finished eating his meal: “I finished first! Do I get a gold medal?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
Some men become proud and insolent because they ride a fine horse, wear a feather in their hat or are dressed in a fine suit of clothes. Who does not see the folly of this? If there be any glory in such things, the glory belongs to the horse, the bird and the tailor. (St. Francis de Sales)

Wife says to husband who is sick in bed: “While you’re taking time off from work, just remember where you got the germs.” (Jim Unger, in Classic Herman comic strip)
If you remember “Rhapsody in Blue,” you remember George Gershwin. If you remember “Long Ago and Far Away,” you remember his brother, Ira. It’s a little known fact that more sheet music was sold for that song of Ira’s than for any of George’s. (L. M. Boyd)

Contractor James Marshall found gold flakes (an original in the National Museum of American History) in the tailrace of a sawmill he built for John Sutter near Coloma, California, January 24, 1848. When word spread, gold-seeking “forty-niners” raised California’s nonnative population from 14,000 to 100,000 in two years. Marshall died penniless in 1885, and Sutter, his men gone prospecting, and his land full of squatters, went bankrupt. He died in 1880, at 77. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)
The highest reward for man’s toil is not what he gets for it, but what he becomes by it. (John Ruskin)

Am told by a Hindu that Hindus were the first to come up with chess, the concept of zero and the big bang theory of the universe. (L. M. Boyd)

On January 20, 1981, Iran released 52 Americans it had held hostage for 444 days, minutes after the presidency had passed from Jimmy Carter to Ronald Reagan. (Associated Press)
The mother never gets any credit, not really. Take Maria Magdalena Kerwich. She was the mother of Ludwig von Beethoven. But she’s never mentioned. (L. M. Boyd)

Thomas Edison may get the credit for invention of motion pictures, but film historians claim the real inventor was an Edison employee named William Kennedy Laurie Dickson. (L. M. Boyd)

The development of a new product is a three step process: first, an American firm announces an invention; second, the Russians claim they made the same discovery twenty years ago; third, the Japanese start exporting it. (Bits & Pieces)
Although “pasteurization” was named after Louis Pasteur, he didn’t invent it. He just doped it out scientifically around 1860. Some 65 years earlier, French chef Louis Appert invented it when he first canned food. Then there was Gail Borden, who used it when he came up with condensed milk in 1856. (L. M. Boyd)
It is not the employer who pays wages – he only handles the money. It is the product that pays wages. (Henry Ford)

Although millions of Americans have recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, few know where it came from, or who wrote it. The pledge was written in 1892 by Francis Bellamy, a retired minister. He submitted the pledge to a popular magazine of the day, Youth’s Companion. The magazine published the Pledge of Allegiance, and virtually every school in the country adopted it. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 59)

You can’t copyright a recipe, can you? Your precise wording, yes, but not your specific instructions, ingredients or measurements. (L. M. Boyd)

We credit scarcely any persons with good sense except those who are of our opinion. (Francois de La Rochefoucauld)
You can offer your ideas to others as bullets or as seeds. You can shoot them, or sow them; hit people in the head with them, or plant them in their hearts. Ideas used as bullets will kill inspiration and neutralize motivation. Used as seeds, they take root, grow, and become reality in the life in which they are planted. The only risk in the seed approach: Once it grows and becomes part of those in whom it’s planted, you probably will get no credit for originating the idea. But if you’re willing to do without the credit . . . you’ll reap a rich harvest. (Richard C. Halverson, Former Chaplain of the United States Senate)
In the “old days,” an actress was hired for a role based on her box office drawing ability more than anything else. If she couldn’t sing and the role required it, no problem: The studio would hire a vocalist like Marni Nixon, often known as the “Ghostess with the Mostess.” Nixon provided the singing voice for Deborah Kerr in The King and I, Audrey Hepburn in My Fair Lady, and Natalie Wood in West Side Story, just to name a few. (Tidbits of Loveland)
Everyone thinks Fulton invented the steamship, but it was actually John Fitch, who built a passenger vessel that operated between Philadelphia and Trenton, New Jersey, in 1790. Fulton’s boat didn’t arrive until 1807. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 94)

When Ben Franklin began signing up contributors for the first subscription library in North America, he wasn’t very successful. Eventually, he decided he would present the project as originating with a group of friends rather than being his own pet project, lest he be suspected of self-promotion. Subscriptions to the library promptly took off. Ben determined to conduct all his future affairs in the same way and encouraged others to do the same. “The present little sacrifice of your vanity will afterwards be amply repaid,” he said. What if someone else takes credit for your work? No problem, said Ben. People who are envious of the claim jumpers will eventually expose their pretense, and you’ll get the credit you deserve. When actor Spencer Tracy was starring with Katharine Hepburn, he always insisted on having his name listed first in the credits. A director challenged him, saying it was more gallant to let the lady go first. Tracy replied. “This is a movie, not a lifeboat.” (Ben Franklin’s Almanac, p. 193)
That the Swedes invented the log cabin is widely known. But hardly anybody realizes Swedes also invented the zipper, monkey wrench, telephone receiver and car safety belt. (L. M. Boyd)
Nobody knows who built the Taj Mahal. The names of the architects, masons, and designers that have come down to us have all proved to be latter-day inventions, and there is no evidence to indicate who the real creators were. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 15)

There was a bartender named Tom Collins who worked at Limmer’s Old House of London in the 1800s. His most popular drink wound up with his name. (L. M. Boyd)

Noah Webster coined only one word – “demoralize.” (L. M. Boyd)
The reward for work well done is the opportunity to do more. (Dr. Jonas Salk)
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