Curiosity

As I walked closer to the glassed entrance, I saw that Sarah had caught sight of a yellow butterfly. She was making an attempt to chase it, but her robe kept tripping her and her wings weighed her down...I could tell she was getting disgusted with her outfit, because she was not able to keep up with the butterfly. The next moment I saw halo, wings, and robe being shed and tossed onto the ground. And Sarah, well, she was dashing across another yard, almost touching the butterfly. Her eyes were alive with delight, as if she had found treasured gold. And then Sarah’s words came to me.  “Angel clothes get in the way.” By forgetting about the costume, the garment that encased her curiosity, she had discovered the secret home of a salamander, something special she wanted to learn.  By tossing off the robe, wings, and halo--getting rid of all the things that got in her way to experience life to the fullest--she caught the joy of the butterfly. (Jan DeVries, in Unity magazine)

Rose reads on the grocery labels: “Nothing to be refrigerated. I can put these things away later!” Kitten: “She really knows how to push my curiosity button!” (Pat Brady & Don Wimmer, in Rose Is Rose comic strip)

Curiosity is the wick in the candle of learning. (William A. Ward, in San Diego Tribune)

Curiosity is a willing, a proud, an eager confession of ignorance. (S. Leonard Rubinstein, in Writing: A Habit of Mind)

The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity. (Dorothy Parker)

Nelson: “I’m bored.” Grandpa: “Bored? There’s no reason to b bored. Dorothy Parker said, ‘The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity.’” Nelson: “Who’s Dorothy Parker?” Grandpa: “There you go. See? I just cured your boredom.” (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)

I think, at a child's birth, if a mother could ask a fairy godmother to endow it with the most useful gift, that gift would be curiosity. (Eleanor Roosevelt)

Your ideas don't have to be big to be creative. The Frisbee didn't change the world, but it gave people loads of fun and made a mint. The adhesive bandage, safety pin, paper cup and soda can pop-top were “small” ideas. Still, they were prime examples of imagination, curiosity, common sense and hard work--all blended to fill a need, solve a problem and make life a bit better. (Lester David, in Reader's Digest)
We were winding up a discussion in my fourth-grade class on the importance of curiosity. “Where,” I asked, “would we be today if no one had ever been curious?” One hand shot up. “In the Garden of Eden.” (Edith L. Priest, in Reader’s Digest)

What keeps people going on in life? In some cases it's courage; in others, just curiosity.  (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

You have achieved excellence as a leader when people will follow you anywhere, if only out of curiosity. (Colin Powell)

Curious learning not only makes unpleasant things less unpleasant but also makes pleasant things more pleasant. (Bertrand Russell)

Somehow I can't believe there are many heights that can't be scaled by a man who knows the secret of making dreams come true. This special secret, it seems to me, can be summarized in four C's. They are Curiosity, Confidence, Courage, and Constancy, and the greatest of these is CONFIDENCE. When you believe a thing, believe it all over, implicitly and unquestioning. (Walt Disney)

An old Scotsman was operating a small rowboat for transporting passengers across one of the little lakes in Scotland. One day a passenger noticed that he had carved on one oar the word “Faith,” and on the other oar, the word “Works.” Curiosity led him to ask the meaning of this. The old man said, “I will show you.” He dropped one oar and plied the other called “Works,” and they just went around in circles. Then he dropped that oar and began to ply the one called “Faith,” and the little boat went around in circles again--this time the other way around. After this demonstration the old man picked up both “Faith” and “Works” and, plying both oars together, sped swiftly over the water, explaining to his inquiring passenger, “You see, that is the way it is in life as well as in the boat.” (Canadian Churchman)
When my daughter Kelli was 3, she and my son Cody would say their nightly prayers together. As most children do, they would bless every family member, every friend, and every animal, current and past. For several weeks after we had finished the nightly prayers, Kelli would say “And all girls.” My curiosity finally got the best of me. “Kelli,” I asked, “why do you always add the part about all girls?” “Because,” she replied, “we always finish our prayers by saying All men!” (JokeBank) 

I can remember the first time I had to go to sleep. “Steven,” Mom said, “time to go to sleep.” “But I don’t know how,” I said. “It’s real easy,” she said. “Just go down to the end of tired and hang a left.” So I went down to the end of tired and, just out of curiosity, I hung a right. My mother was there. (Steven Wright, in Catholic Digest)

Commonplaces never become tiresome. It is we who become tired when we cease to be curious and appreciative. (Norman Rockwell)

New Viewpoint: I’m finally wearing glasses now, though I resisted to the point of insanity. But I finally reached the age where my curiosity exceeded my vanity. (Ruth M. Walsh)
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