Democracy

Democracy means that anyone can grow up to be president, and anyone who doesn’t grow up can be vice president. (Johnny Carson)

Democracy is the only system that persists in asking the powers that be whether they are the powers that ought to be. (Sydney J. Harris, journalist)

And that is how that kind of faith interacts with politics. If we cannot know for sure at all times how to govern our own lives, what right or business do we have telling others how to live theirs? From a humble faith comes toleration of other faiths. And from that toleration comes the oxygen that liberal democracy desperately needs to survive. That applies to all faiths, from Islam to Christianity. In global politics, it translates into a willingness to recognize empirical reality, even when it disturbs our ideology and interests. From moderate religion comes pragmatic politics. From a deep understanding of human fallibility comes the political tradition we used to call conservatism. (Andrew Sullivan, in The Conservative Soul)

Democracy is the recurrent suspicion that more than half of the people are right more than half of the time. (E. B. White)

I’m tired of hearing it said that democracy doesn’t work. Of course it doesn’t work. It isn’t supposed to work. We are supposed to work it. (Alexander Woollcott)
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