Dishonesty

Honesty may be the best policy, but it’s important to remember that apparently, by elimination, dishonesty is the second-best policy. (George Carlin)

Occasional liars blink more frequently when they lie. Habitual liars don’t. Or so researchers have observed. (L. M. Boyd)

When I was a little boy, they called me a liar. But now that I am grown up, they call me a writer. (Isaac Bashevis Singer, Nobel Prize in Literature, 1978)

Never chase a lie. Let it alone, and it will run itself to death. (Lyman Beecher)

“When we get home,” the mother lectured her three young sons in the backseat of the car. “I want you all to clean your rooms because relatives are coming over. They’ve never been to our house before, and I want it to look tidy.” Her nine-year-old finally broke a lengthy silence, “But isn’t that kind of like lying?” (The PassTime Paper)

No matter how much you’ve been complaining about the food, as soon as the waiter asks you how things are, you always say “Fine.” (Roger Simon, Los Angeles Times Syndicate)

Bill Meinel of Burlington, Wisconsin, claims his wife changed her mind about paint colors so many times that their 1,800-square-foot house shrunk to 1,000 square feet. He won the 2003 World Champion Liar Contest, sponsored by the Burlington Liars Club. (Marti Attoun, in American Profile magazine)

People who write fiction, if they had not taken it up, might have become very successful liars. (Ernest Hemingway)

In a recent poll of 500 financial workers in the U.S. and Britain, 24 percent said they believe unethical or illegal behavior could help people in their industry be successful. Sixteen percent said they would commit insider trading if they knew they’d get away with it. (Reuters.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 20, 2012)

Only enemies speak the truth; friends and lovers lie endlessly, caught in the web of duty. (Stephen King)

Until the U.S. Post Office laws were strengthened in the 1870s, a big and profitable mail-order business was the selling of mechanical devices to help gamblers to cheat. Known as “advantage tools,” these devices included marked cards, loaded dice, cutters and trimmers for shaving edges on cards, sleeves and vests for holding extra cards, and “shiners” or “spies” for reading the opponents’ cards. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 424)

No man has a good enough memory to be a successful liar. (Abraham Lincoln)

The true income of the average Greek citizen is almost twice what is reported to the government, according to a new study of Greek bank data. In 2009, some $34 billion in income went unreported. Taxes on that income would have accounted for 31 percent of the country’s budget deficit that year. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 20, 2012) 

The U.S. paid more than $47 billion in questionable Medicare claims last year, nearly three times the amount of fraudulent claims paid out the previous year, a federal watchdog reports. Bogus claims include prescriptions issued in the names of long-dead doctors. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 27, 2009)

After a minor accident, my mother accompanied me to the emergency room. Now, I’m five feet, three inches tall and pleasantly plump – not exactly Brad Pitt. But when the nurse asked for my height and weight, I blurted out, “Five-foot-eight and 125 pounds.” As the nurse paused to check her eyesight, Mom leaned over to me. “Sweetheart,” she gently chided, “this isn’t the Internet.” (Bob Meyerson, in Reader’s Digest)

More than 30 percent of the world’s 200 richest people – with a collective net worth of $2.8 trillion – control their fortunes through offshore holding companies that hide assets from tax authorities and lawsuits. (Bloomberg.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 10, 2013)

At the end of his Sunday morning, adult Bible class, a pastor said to the attendees, “Next week, we will talk about the sin of lying. To help you be prepared for the class, I want you to read Mark 17.” The following Sunday as he began the Bible class, the pastor asked for a show of hands of who had remembered to read Mark 17. Nearly every hand went up. The pastor smiled, then he calmly informed everyone: “Mark has only 16 chapters. So now, let’s begin our class on the sin of lying.” (The Lutheran Witness)

People never lie so much as after a hunt, during a war, or before an election. (Otto von Bismarck)

The trust of the innocent is the liar’s most useful tool. (Stephen King)

A lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes. (Mark Twain)

About $17 billion in unemployment insurance benefits paid out over the past year – 11.6 percent of the total – was obtained through fraud, the U.S. Labor Department says. People are cheating the government mainly by continuing to cash checks after they find a job, or by claiming benefits for which they’re not eligible. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 15, 2011)

Washington, D.C., is to lying what Wisconsin is to cheese. (Dennis Miller)

Sixty-five percent of people say that cheating on your income tax is worse than cheating on your spouse. The other 35 percent were women. (Jay Leno)
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