A Dog’s World

The average dog is a nicer person than the average person. (Andy Rooney, journalist)

Man to neighbor: “My dog thinks I’m his best friend – which is pretty amazing, considering that I’m the one who had him fixed.” (David Letterman)

Are dogs the braniest pets? Which are smarter, cats or dogs? The latest scientific contribution to that perennial debate puts dogs on top, says USA Today. A team of evolutionary biologists at Oxford University analyzed the evolving brain size of some 500 mammalian species, living and fossilized, going back 60 million years. They found the greatest increases in animals that live in social groups; monkeys saw the biggest gains, followed by horses, dolphins, camels, and dogs. The brain size of more solitary animals, including cats and rhinos, increased less. Study co-author Robin Dunbar says social animals “needed to think more” in order to better manage complex interactions with peers. “Even animals that have contact with humans, like cats, have much smaller brains than dogs and horses because of their lack of sociality,” Dunbar says. That hardly proves that dogs are smarter than cats, veterinarian Pete Wedderburn tells the London Telegraph. Measured as a fraction of body weight, cats’ brains are actually larger than those of dogs, with almost twice as many neurons. Dogs may be better at tasks assigned by humans, he says but “no self-respecting cat should be expected to carry out random human demands.” (The Week magazine, December 10, 2010)

Only in America: A Massachusetts church is launching a religious service for dogs. The Rev. Thea Keith-Lucas of Calvary Episcopal Church says the monthly service will help parishioners “who have a rich spiritual life as pet owners” share their experience of God with their canine companions. She said that barking and whining will be allowed during the services. “We want dogs to be dogs,” she said. (The Week magazine, May 21, 2010)

One reason a dog can be such a comfort when you’re feeling blue is that he doesn’t try to find out why. (National Enquirer)

Home computers are being called upon to perform many new functions, including the consumption of homework formerly eaten by the dog. (Doug Larson)

If you think dogs can’t count, try putting three dog biscuits in your pocket and then giving Fido only two of them. (Phil Pastoret)

People in Nepal observe an annual Day of the Dog. They feed every stray dog in the nation. And mark each dog with a red sign on the forehead. And decorate each with a garland of flowers. The dogs are known to appreciate the food. (L. M. Boyd)

We give them the love we can spare, the time we can spare. In return dogs have given us their absolute all. It is without a doubt the best deal man has ever made. (Roger Caras, in A Celebration of Dogs)

Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea. (Robert A. Heinlein, writer)

Door: What a dog is perpetually on the wrong side of. (Ogden Nash)

If your dog is fat, you aren’t getting enough exercise. (Anonymous)

What counts is not necessarily the size of the dog in the fight – it’s the size of the fight in the dog. (Dwight D. Eisenhower)

Flatterers look like friends, as wolves like dogs. (George Chapman)

SPEAKING THEIR LANGUAGE; A man came into our grocery store and asked what kind of dog food we carried. I showed him the two brands, and he bought a few cans of the cheaper food. Almost immediately he was back – his dog didn’t like that brand. When I told him he could exchange the cans, he said, “I’d better check first to see if he’ll like the other one.” Puzzled, I watched as the man went out to his car, tapped on the window, held the can up for his dog to see, and then returned to the store. “We’re in luck,” he said, smiling. “He likes this one. I’ll take it.” (Mrs. Jesse Holmes, in The Star)

You can say any foolish thing to a dog, and the dog will give you a look that says, “Wow, you’re right! I never would’ve thought of that.” (Dave Berry, humorist)

The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of his tongue. (Anonymous)

The dog has got more fun out of Man than Man has got out of the dog, for the clearly demonstrable reason that Man is the more laughable of the two animals. (James Thurber, in Thurber’s Dogs)

My goal in life is to be as good a person as my dog already thinks I am. (Anonymous)

Happiness is a warm puppy. (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)

If there are no dogs in heaven, then when I die, I want to go where they went. (Will Rogers, humorist)

BARGAIN HUNTERS: Ever consider what dogs must think of us? I mean, here we come back from a grocery store with the most amazing haul – chicken, pork, half a cow. They must think we’re the greatest hunters on Earth! (Anne Tyler, in Catholic Digest)

Any time you think you have influence, try ordering around someone else’s dog. (The Cockle Bur)

You can keep a dog, but it is the cat who keeps people because cats find humans useful domestic animals. A dog will flatter you but you have to flatter a cat. A dog is an employee; the cat is a freelance. (George Mikes, in How to Be Decadent)

Dogs laugh, but they laugh with their tails. (Max Eastman, in Enjoyment of Laughter)

When dogs leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore being with you. When cats leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore your bed. (Alisha Everett)

Life is like a dog-sled team. If you ain’t the lead dog, the scenery never changes. )Lewis Grizzard)

A dog is the only thing on earth that loves you more than he loves himself. (Josh Billings)

No symphony orchestra ever played music like a two-year-old girl laughing with a puppy. (Bern Williams, in National Enquirer)

To his dog, every man is Napoleon; hence the popularity of dogs. (Aldous Huxley)

Dogs are more likely to have a nervous breakdown than any other non-human animal. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 65)

Ode to My Four-Legged Friend: A four-legged friend accepts you just the way you are. Wags his tail as you get out of the car. Protects you all that he can. Often shakes his paw in your hand. Gives love and asks for little in return. Does tricks from you he’s learned. Will love you no matter what you do. Wants no one else but you. (Todd A. Allen, in The Saturday Evening Post)

The great pleasure of a dog is that you can make a fool of yourself with him and not only will he not scold you, but he will make a fool of himself too. (Samuel Butler)

I wonder if other dogs think that poodles are members of a weird religious cult. (Rita Rudner, comedienne)

There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your face. (Bern Williams)

Anybody who doesn’t know what soap tastes like never washed a dog. (Franklin P. Jones)

If dogs could talk, it would take a lot of fun out of owning one. (Andrew A, Rooney, in Not That You Asked . . .)

A dog teaches a boy fidelity, perseverance, and to turn around three times before lying down. (Robert Benchley, humorist)

When your children are teenagers, it’s important to have a dog so that someone in the house is happy to see you. (Nora Ephron)

If your dog thinks you’re the greatest person in the world, don’t seek a second opinion. (Jim Fiebig, United Feature Syndicate)

To touch a child’s face, a dog’s smooth coat, a pedaled flower, the rough surface of a rock is to set up new orders of brain motion. To touch is to communicate. (James W. Angell, in Yes Is a World)

A dog wags its tail with its heart. (Martin Buxbaum, in Table Talk)

Dogs are not our whole life, but they make our lives whole. (Roger Caras, former president of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals)

My dog is worried about the economy because Alpo is up to $3.00 a can. That’s almost $21.00 in dog money. (Joe Weinstein)
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