Dogs vs Cats

When dogs leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore being with you. When cats leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore your bed. (Alisha Everett)

Are dogs the braniest pets? Which are smarter, cats or dogs? The latest scientific contribution to that perennial debate puts dogs on top, says USA Today. A team of evolutionary biologists at Oxford University analyzed the evolving brain size of some 500 mammalian species, living and fossilized, going back 60 million years. They found the greatest increases in animals that live in social groups; monkeys saw the biggest gains, followed by horses, dolphins, camels, and dogs. The brain size of more solitary animals, including cats and rhinos, increased less. Study co-author Robin Dunbar says social animals “needed to think more” in order to better manage complex interactions with peers. “Even animals that have contact with humans, like cats, have much smaller brains than dogs and horses because of their lack of sociality,” Dunbar says. That hardly proves that dogs are smarter than cats, veterinarian Pete Wedderburn tells the London Telegraph. Measured as a fraction of body weight, cats’ brains are actually larger than those of dogs, with almost twice as many neurons. Dogs may be better at tasks assigned by humans, he says but “no self-respecting cat should be expected to carry out random human demands.” (The Week magazine, December 10, 2010)

Dogs come when they're called; cats take a message and get back to you. (Missy Dizick)

Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea. (Robert A. Heinlein, writer)

A dog doesn’t want much and is happy to get it.  A cat doesn't know what it wants and wants more of it. (Richard Hexem, in Reader's Digest) 

With a dog, you feed him, you give him plenty of affection, you take him for walks and he thinks, “Wow, this guy must be a god.” With a cat, however, you feed him, you love him, you care for him and he thinks, “Wow, I must be a god.” (Brian K. Lebowitz, in Reader's Digest)

You can keep a dog, but it is the cat who keeps people because cats find humans useful domestic animals. A dog will flatter you but you have to flatter a cat. A dog is an employee; the cat is a freelance. (George Mikes, in How to Be Decadent)

When dogs leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore being with you. When cats leap onto your bed, it’s because they adore your bed. (Alisha Everett)

Cats are smarter than dogs. You absolutely cannot get 8 cats to pull a sled through the snow. (The PassTime Paper)
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