Earning Power

Hedge-fund manager Edward Lampert earned an estimated $1 billion last year for orchestrating Kmart’s acquisition of Sears, Roebuck.
(New York Daily News, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 10, 2005)

By a quirk of nature, I lost my last baby tooth when I was past 40. Since the tooth fairy had regularly left quarters for our children’s teeth when they were little, I announced within earshot of my husband that the tooth fairy would owe me “big time.” That night I put my tooth under my pillow. The next morning when I got out of bed, a piece of paper fluttered to the floor. It was a check for $10,000. It was signed “The Tooth Fairy.” (Michaela Anne Dzurisin, in Reader’s Digest)

Interim Hewlett-Packard CEO Robert Wayman will earn a $3 million cash bonus for running the company from Feb. 8 to April 1. That comes to $57,692 a day. (BusinessWeek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 22, 2005)

A woman asked Winston Churchill how much he charged to make a speech. He replied, “$2,000.” She said, “That’s a lot. We only wanted you to talk for ten minutes.” Churchill said, “In that case, it will cost $4,000.” (Joe Griffith, in Speaker’s Library of Business, p. 241)

Exxon Mobil reported an annual profit of $39.5 billion last year – setting a record for the largest corporate profit in history for the second consecutive year. The new record translates to earnings of $4.5 million an hour. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 16, 2007)
Mel Gibson has personally earned $395 million from his film The Passion of the Christ, the largest-grossing R-rated film in history. DVD sales this holiday season may bring him another $200 million. (New York Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 10, 2004)

The song “Happy Birthday to You” was originally written by sisters Mildred and Patty Hill as “Good Morning to You”; the words were changed when it was published in 1935. Annual royalties for the song average $2 million. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 144)

The Harry Potter movie series has earned $6.37 billion at the box office over the past decade. That exceeds the entire annual GDPs of more than 50 countries. (TheAtlantic.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 29, 2011)

Merv Griffin estimates that he has made “close to $70 million to $80 million” in royalties from the Jeopardy! theme song. He wrote the tune in less than a minute. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 10, 2005)

“Oh, I wish I were an Oscar Mayer wiener . . .” was written for a contest in 1963 by Richard Trentlage of Fox River Grove, Illinois. He still pockets royalty checks for the jingle. (American Profile magazine)

One of eBay’s strangest listings was a “Fully Functioning Kidney” with a starting bid of $25,000. The bidding went up to $5.7 million before eBay shut the illegal auction down. (Karen Barton, in Kids’ Pages, 2007)

A nurse who cared for a poor writer’s child was paid with a manuscript. Rudyard Kipling told the nurse his manuscript might be worth some money some day. Years later, she decided to take him at his word and sold The Jungle Book for money that allowed her to live in comfort for the rest of her life. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 33)
Maison de L’Amitie, Donald Trump’s 18-room mansion in Palm Beach, Florida, is the most expensive house ever to hit the U.S. market. The property includes 475 feet of waterfront, an eight-car garage, a conservatory, carriage house, guesthouse, and pool house – all for $125 million asking price. (Forbes.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 9, 2006)

The oil used in fine American-made watches costs six thousand dollars a gallon. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 2)

Young people, note the value of thrift, viz: First bank in history, the Igibi, was established in 575 B.C. If you’d invested one cent then, at 7% compound interest, and left it alone, today you’d own the entire world and everything on it! Of course, after taxes you’d only be worth 150 trillion. Moral: Save your money. (At 7% it doubles every ten years.) (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 327)

What would you give for 5000 acres of Kentucky’s greenest land? For exactly such, George Washington swapped his race horse “Magnolia.” (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 191)

The Rolling Stones’ A Bigger Bang tour generated a record $162 million in gross receipts in 2005. That topped the previous record of $121 million – set by the Stones in 1994. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, January 13, 2006)

In Boston, a bowl of shark fin soup can cost you $60. Bird’s nest soup goes for nearly $30 a bowl. (L. M. Boyd)

Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith generated the biggest movie opening ever. The $158.5 million blockbuster broke the four-day record of 2003s The Matrix Reloaded -- $134.3 million. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 3, 2005)
Most people have heard the expression about selling something for a song. To those who may never have heard it, it means that a sale was for little money, or far less than the actual value involved. The term’s origin undoubtedly goes back many years and whoever first used it certainly didn’t envision the worth of the song Yesterday. Yesterday was written in 1965 by Paul McCartney, who shared the credits with the late John Lennon, as the two did on all their Beatles songs. Those who keep track of such things say that Yesterday has been played live or broadcast on radio and television more than six million times, making it the most frequently performed pop song in history. Entertainer Michael Jackson bought ATV Music in 1985 for $47.5 million, winning the rights to all McCartney-Lennon songs. He outbid McCartney, who had sold his publishing rights in 1969. According to the arrangement, Jackson, as the new publisher, began getting 50 percent of the royalties from McCartney-Lennon songs while McCartney and the Lennon estate (John Lennon was fatally shot outside his New York City apartment in 1980) share about 50 percent, according to one news report. Reportedly McCartney still gets more than $25,000 a year from Yesterday royalties alone. All this for a song. (Bits & Pieces)
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