Enemies

You have heard that it is said,
Be kind to your friend, and hate your enemy.
Love your enemies, bless anyone who curses you,
do good to anyone who hates you,
and pray for those who carry you away by force and persecute you.
(St. Matthew 5:43-44)
Leonardo da Vinci was a famous painter. He was one of the outstanding intellects of all history. He was a draftsman and engineer. But just before he commenced on his work “The Last Supper,” he had a violent quarrel with a fellow painter. He was so enraged and bitter that he was determined to paint the face of his enemy (the other artist) into the face of Judas. In this way he would take revenge and vent his anger by handing the man down in infamy and scorn to succeeding generations. The face of Judas was, therefore, one of the very first he finished in the painting. Everyone who saw this initial stage of the painting could recognize the face of the other painter as that of Judas. When it came time to paint the face of Christ, he could make no progress. A week went by. A month went by. He could not get the face of Jesus right. Something seemed to be missing. Something seemed to be baffling to his paint brush. It was holding him back. It was frustrating his best efforts. At length he came to the conclusion that the thing frustrating him was the fact that he had painted his enemy into the face of Judas. Therefore, he painted out the face of Judas and commenced anew on the face of Jesus. This time he did so with great success. (Christopher Ian Chenoweth)

The best way to destroy your enemy is to make him your friend. (Abraham Lincoln)

The biggest devil is me. I’m either my best friend or my worst enemy. (Whitney Houston, in 2002)

If you don’t have enemies, you don’t have character. (Paul Newman)

A merely fallen enemy may rise again, but the reconciled one is truly vanquished. (Friedrich Schiller)

One method of winning friends is to ask for advice or a favor. The person who can grant you a favor derives ego satisfaction from doing so. Benjamin Franklin, in his "Autobiography,” tells about using this method to convert an enemy into a lifelong friend. In 1736 Franklin's name was up for clerk of the General Assembly. Except for this one enemy Franklin felt assured he could get the nomination. The man was very powerful, and Franklin knew he must win his friendship or lose. “Having heard,” Franklin wrote, “that he had in his library a certain very scarce book, I wrote a note to him, expressing my desire of perusing that book and requesting he would do me the favor of lending it to me.” The man was flattered and delighted by the request, loaned Franklin the book, and became one of his most ardent supporters.
(Bits & Pieces)
It took me a long time to learn that God is not the enemy of my enemies. He is not even the enemy of his enemies. (Martin Niemoller)

Once when Abraham Lincoln was visiting the Union front during the Civil War, a young aide-de-camp was showing him around. Lincoln wanted to take a look at the enemy, so he stood up, top hat and all. As musket fire began coming his way, the aide-de-camp, named Oliver Wendell Holmes, took Lincoln's arm and dragged him to safety, saying, “Get down, you fool!” Later the young aide worried about his hasty remark. How would the Commander in Chief react to such disrespect? His concern evaporated when Lincoln sought him out before departing,  and said, “Good-bye, Colonel Holmes. I'm glad to see you know how to talk to a  civilian.” (Bits & Pieces)
We make more enemies by what we say than friends by what we do. (John C. Collins)

Man is the only animal who’ll eat with an enemy. L. M. Boyd, in Boyd’s Book of Odd Facts, p. 4)

Be civil to all; sociable to many; familiar with few; friends to one; enemy to none. (Benjamin Franklin)
If you wish to make a man your enemy, tell him simply, “You are wrong.” This method works every time. (Henry C. Link)
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