Equality

Frederick Douglass, born a slave in 1818, escaped from bondage in a Baltimore shipyard on September 3, 1838. Disguised in seamen’s clothes and carrying the borrowed papers of a free sailor, Douglass jumped, ticketless, onto a northbound train. Speaking “like an old salt,” he convinced the conductor that the papers were his. A day later he was in New York City, where he married Anna Murray, his free fiancée. Douglass, who recounted slavery’s horrors in a best-selling autobiography in 1845, founded several newspapers and was a vocal advocate for equal rights for all people. He died in 1895 at age 77. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)
In Canada, Alberta’s Banff National Park enforces equality of animal rights. And people are animals, even as are moose and beaver. There’s no superior breed. So, for example, it is against the law for a man to assault a rabbit – or a rabbit to assault a man. (L. M. Boyd)
To live anywhere in the world today and be against equality because of race or color is like living in Alaska and being against snow. (William Faulkner, in Essays, Speeches and Public Letters)

The very circumstance which makes each of us so completely unique also makes us so absolutely the same! At a level far beyond our surface personalities lives the Christ, and this divine Presence is exactly the same in everyone. Its workings in each person's life are unique in that person, without doubt, but its presence is identical throughout all humanity. No matter how each wave looks, it will always be ocean.
(Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest , p. 84)

Complete equality means universal irresponsibility. (T. S. Eliot)
Since 1965, America has invested trillions in education with a primary goal of equalizing test scores among the races and genders. Measured by U.S. test scores, it has been a waste – an immense transfer of wealth from private citizens to an education industry that has grown bloated while failing us again and again. Perhaps it is time to abandon he goal of educational equality as utopian – i.e. unattainable – and to focus, as we do in sports and art, on excellence. Teach all kids to the limit of their ability, while recognizing that all are not equal in their ability to read, write, learn, compute or debate, any more than they are equally able to play in a band or excel on a ball field. For an indeterminate future, Mexican kids are not going to match Asian kids in math. The beginning of wisdom is to recognize this world as it is, not as what we would wish it to be. (Pat Buchanan)

The powerful effects of men upon women are equalized only by those of women upon men. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
When my brother started selling 100-pound bags of potatoes at his service station, his new venture angered some of the local grocers. One supermarket owner drove into the gas station and asked, “When did you start selling groceries?” “The same day you started selling anti-freeze,” my brother replied. (Jerry McGlothen, in Reader’s Digest)

A court in West Germany has ruled that a law allowing housecleaning days for single women – enforced in five states – also applies to single men. In 1977 Ferdinand Muck, a Cologne hospital worker, applied for a housecleaning day but was burned down. He sued. Muck will now get a day off from work with full pay each month to clean his apartment. (UPI)
In Brazil, several Indians who had been refused an audience with then-President Eenesto Geisel because they were not wearing ties told the press they would “insist that any government official visiting an Indian village must wear a feathered headdress and body paint.” (Reuters)
The dog looks at the two water hydrants in front of him and says: “It’s like a father with his children. I love you both equally!” (J. C. Duffy, in Go Fish comic strip)

In Britain, where women are entitled to 39 weeks of paid leave after giving birth, 74 percent of women in a recent survey said that female workers without children should also be entitled to “maternity” leave. (Forbes.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 6, 2009)

Gloria: “You need to get your priorities straight, Lance.” Lance: “I don’t have priorities, Gloria. I let things slide on an equal basis.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

Real equality doesn’t mean everybody getting the same, but each of us getting what we need. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Good week for: Heterosexual rights, after Tom Freeman and Katherine Doyle, a straight British couple, demanded that they be granted a civil partnership – a legal union available only to same-sex couples. “The rites of husband and wife don’t appeal to us,” said Doyle. “We feel like civil partners, and we want the government to recognize that.” (The Week magazine, November 26, 2010)

Everything is equal in the snow: all trees, all lawns, all streets, all rooftops, all cars. Everything is white, white, white, as far as you can see. Covered by snow, the well-kept and neglected lawns look the same. The snow hides the shiny newness of a just-bought car as effectively as it does the rust and dents of a ten-year-old one. Everything looks clean and fresh and unmarred by time or use. Snow, like the silent death it counterfeits, is a great leveler. (Adrienne Ivey, in Rainbows, Roses and Butterflies)

All other things being equal, I tend to prefer good to bad. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

The drive for women’s equality may go back further than thought if the evidence from one paleo-Indian tribe is any indication. According to a report in Science Digest, a study of the bones from people living near the California coast determined that before the year 1100, the men ate mostly seafood, while the women mainly ate plants. After 1100, researchers report, the dietary differences disappear. (Compiled by John P. McLaughlin, in Rocky Mountain News, October 22, 1989)
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