Eternity

Jesus challenges us to consider a new concept: We must stop thinking of life as a journey between two points on an endless highway. It is this subconscious feeling that leads to hurry and rush and tension. Life is eternal, and we are alive in eternity now. (Eric Butterworth, in Discover the Power Within You, p. 132)

Dolly tells her brother: “If somebody dies in the hospital, angels move them to the eternity ward.”(Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Baseball is the only one of our major team sports that has no time limitation. Football, basketball, hockey – even rugby and soccer and polo – have their fixed terminations. But a baseball game, in theory, could go on forever. In a society bedeviled by deadlines – by airline schedules that must be met, by eight-hour shifts and 30-minute lunch breaks, by 60-second commercials – baseball offers a measure of surcease. The pitcher is unhurried, he paws the mound, rubs the ball, hitches his pants, adjusts his cap, spits three times, examines the sky, the infield, the outfield and the opposing hitter. Then he asks the umpire for a fresh ball and massages that one for a while. Sometimes, with first base empty, we get the intentional walk. The batter might more expeditiously be waved to first base, but no: four careful pitchouts are required. It was a blow to the gamed when reformers provided golf carts to speed a reliever in from the bullpen. The long slow amble was better. (James J. Kilpatrick)

Eternity: the first 60 seconds of a blind date. (Debbie Jones, in Reader’s Digest)

A woman called her doctor at home, and his little boy answered the telephone. “Is the doctor there?” the woman asked. “No, he isn’t,” said the child. “When will he be back?” she inquired. “I don’t know,” the boy said. “He’s out on an eternity case.” (James Dent, in Charleston, W. Va., Gazette)

My son’s fifth-grade teacher asked him to define eternity. “That’s when you’re at a restaurant with your parents,” he said, “and the waitress asks if they want more coffee.” (Betty Plumb, in Reader’s Digest)

Disneyland celebrated its 40th anniversary by burying a time capsule. They say it will be dug up in 50 years -- or when the last person in line at Space Mountain gets to the front, whichever comes first. (Jay Leno, “Tonight Show,” NBC)

Barber: “Did you hear that Pete Miller passed away?” Crankshaft: “No.” Barber: “I'm afraid so. In fact, he'd just gotten a haircut here, and then had a heart attack walking home!” Crankshaft: “I guess he sort of went from hair to eternity!” (Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayers, in Crankshaft comic strip)

Nothing is so fatiguing as the eternal hanging on of an uncompleted task. (William James)

I know we’re headed for eternity, but what if I don’t like it there? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Eternity Is . . . keeping a smile on your face till the shutter clicks. . . . waiting for the tow truck to show up. . . . listening for the sound of a key in the lock at 2 a.m. . . . trying to find a six-cent error in your bank balance. . . . 20 minutes of aerobic exercises. . . . not peeking till the popovers are done. . . . awaiting the result of a pregnancy test. . . . listening to a six-year-old relate the plot of this neat movie. . . . looking for a freeway exit when you're headed in the wrong direction. . . . housebreaking a new puppy. . . . the second hour of Monopoly. . . . waiting for the light to turn green when you've spotted an empty parking space across the intersection. (Jane Goodsell, Press Associates)

Look out eternity! Here I come! (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Modern-day love song: “I will love you forever or for 50,000 miles, whichever comes first.” (Changing Times, The Kiplinger Magazine)

Grimm: “So this is a mummy exhibit. It says the special wrapping was meant to preserve the insides for eternity. Just like a 7-Eleven burrito.” (Mike Peters, in Mother Goose & Grimm comic strip)

All that is not eternal is eternally out of date. (C. S. Lewis, English author)

Ancient Egyptians would place their right hands on onions when swearing an oath. Its round shape symbolized eternity. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 191)

The price of justice is eternal publicity. (Arnold Bennett)

The one-penny stamp may soon be obsolete, now that the U.S. Postal Service’s rate-setting board has recommended a “forever” stamp that will be valid no matter how high postal rates go. The Postal Regulation Commission urged the Postal Service to offer an “undenominated” stamp. It would be priced at the first-class rate that was in effect, when the stamp was sold. But when rates rise, the stamp would remain valid without additional postage, which often takes the form of 1-cent stamps. (The Week magazine, March 9, 2007)

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops. (Henry Brooks Adams)

Eternity is a terrible thought. I mean, where’s it going to end? (Tom Stoppard, in (Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead)

Mother Goose: “Grimm, do you ever think about eternity?” Grimm: “Only when Mom watches the Weather Channel.” (Mike Peters, in Mother Goose & Grimm comic strip)

Time is the image of eternity. (Diogenes Laertius)

What happens after death is so unspeakably glorious that our imagination and our feelings do not suffice to form even an approximate conception of it. The dissolution of our time-bound form in eternity brings no loss of meaning. (Carl G. Jung, in Letters)

We all sometimes get tired of living. That's why eternity was invented. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
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