Excuses
Difficulty is the excuse history never accepts. (Edward R. Murrow)

Concocting excuses for missing work is a time-honored tradition. And the folks at CareerBuilder.com have collected some beauts:

* “My boyfriend’s snake got loose, and I’m afraid to leave the bedroom until he gets home.”

* “I’m too drunk to drive.”

* “I forgot I was getting married today.”

* “My cow bit me.”

* “I was watching a guy fixing the septic pump, fell in the hole and hurt myself.” (Reader’s Digest)
“So you want another day off,” snorted the office manager to his clerk. “I'm anxious to hear what excuse you have this time. You've been off for your grandfather's funeral four times already.” Replied the clerk, “Today my grandma is getting married again.” (Joe Lanser, in Elkhorn, Wis., Independent)
He that is good for making excuses is seldom good for anything else. (Benjamin Franklin)

But You Must Pay the Rent: No one likes coughing up rent. But at least these tenants gave landlords creative reasons for avoiding it.
* “With my daughter’s graduation, our new boat, and our trip to Europe this year, we’re a little strapped.”

* “I’m getting real tired of paying this rent every month! You’ll have to wait a few more days.”

* We’re a little short right now. But don’t worry – we’re getting a refund on my wife’s tattoo. The artist messed it up, and we’re getting back most of the bucks!”

* “I didn’t pay the rent because I’m saving up to move.”

* “It’s your fault the check bounced. Why didn’t you tell me you were going to run to the bank the very same day!” (From the Landlord Protection Agency, thelpa.com, as it appeared in Reader’s Digest)
Yeah, Right: We know you’d never do it, but some people concoct crazy stories for skipping work. Here are a few, collected by hiring managers:

* Employee didn’t want to lose his parking space in front of his house.

* Employee said he had a heart attack that morning but that he was “all better now.”

* Employee’s dog was stressed-out after family reunion.

* Employee contracted mono after kissing a mailroom intern at the company holiday party. (CareerBuilder.com, as it appeared in Reader’s Digest)

Stupidity is its own excuse. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

When my husband gets into the mood to buy a new car, he always likes to have an excuse. This time he came up with a remarkable one. After a windstorm I had found an injured baby robin, and I tried to raise it. Two months later, the bird was prospering, but he seemed to have a weak wing. Then one day toward the end of summer, my husband came home with a new car. “Here it is almost September, and that bird isn’t flying,” he said. We’ll probably have to take him south, and since I don’t know how far south robins go, I figured we’d better start out with a new car.” (Carol R. Evans, in Reader’s Digest)
Helga: “Mother says every time she visits you make some stupid excuse just to get out of the house!” Hagar: “Nonsense! But, if you’ll excuse me, I must leave now to take my ballet lesson.” (Dik Browne, in Hagar the Horrible comic strip)
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