Experience

Mom: “Your problem is a simple case of ‘beach bottom’! You need to shake the sand out of your swimsuit!” Rose: What makes you so smart?” Mom: “Experience!” (Pat Brady, in Rose Is Rose comic strip)

We are spiritual beings having a human experience, not human beings having a spiritual experience. (Teilhard de Chardin)

In times of rapid change, experience is your worst enemy. (J. Paul Getty)

Our wisdom comes from our experience, and our experience comes from our foolishness. (Sacha Guitry, playwright)

Experience is doubly defective; we are born too late to see the beginning, and we die too soon to see the end of many things. (Lord Bolingbroke, 18th-century statesman)

No one is so eager to gain new experience as he who doesn’t know how to make use of the old ones. (Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach, novelist)

Experience is what you get when you are expecting something else. (Bits & Pieces)

I went to a movie the other night and it was a fascinating experience. The cops were on the screen, and the robbers were behind the refreshment counter. (Robert Orben, humorist)
We should be careful to get out of an experience only the wisdom that was in it – and stop there, lest we be like the cat that sits on a hot stove-lid. She will never sit down on a hot stove-lid again – and that is well, but also she will never sit down on a cold one anymore. (Mark Twain)

The trouble with using experience as a guide is that the final exam often comes first – and then the lesson. (Bits & Pieces)

Experience is not what happens to you; it is what you do with what happens to you. (Aldous Huxley)

Experience isn’t interesting till it begins to repeat itself; in fact, till it does that, it hardly is experience. (Elizabeth Bowen, Irish author)

Frank says to the employment agency guy who is looking for qualified astronomers: “Experience? On my last job I did a lot of staring off into space.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
Good judgment comes from experience, not a lot of that comes from bad judgment. (Will Rogers)

Good judgment comes from experience, and often experience comes from bad judgment. (Rita Mae Brown)

Good judgment comes from experience, and experience – well, that comes from poor judgment. (A. A. Milne, British author)

Experience is what keeps calling your attention to how little you’ve learned. (Frank Clark)

The meaning of life cannot be told; it has to happen to a person. (Ira Progoff, in The Symbolic & the Real)

Experience is the name everyone gives to their mistakes. (Oscar Wilde)

The Lord showed me that the natures of those things which were hurtful without, were within the hearts and minds of wicked men. The natures of dogs, swine, vipers, of Sodom and Egypt, Pharaoh, Cain, Ishmael, Esau, etc.: The natures of these I saw within, though people had been looking without. I cried to the Lord saying, “Why should I be thus, seeing I was never addicted to commit those evils?” And the Lord answered, “It was needful I should have a sense of all conditions, how else should I speak of all conditions.” (George Fox, the spiritual-minded Quaker)

Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it. (Steven Wright)

One thing about experience is that when you don’t have very much you’re apt to get a lot. (Franklin P. Jones, in Quote magazine)

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER: “Past experience should be a guidepost, not a hitching post.” (Reminisce magazine)

Cervantes was the fellow who defined the proverb as a short sentence derived from long experience. (L. M. Boyd, in Boyd’s Book of Odd Facts, p. 4)

A prune is a plum with experience. (John H. Trattner, in The Prune Book)

Experience keeps a dear school, but fools will learn in no other. (Benjamin Franklin)

If we could sell our experiences for what they cost, we'd be millionaires. (Abigail Van Buren)

What experience and history teach is that people and governments have never learned anything from history. (G. W. F. Hegel)
Experience is the teacher of all things. (Julius Caesar)

Experience is a good teacher, but she sends in terrific bills. (Minna Antrim, writer)

The trouble with experience is that it usually teaches you something you really didn’t want to know. (Bits & Pieces)


There’s nothing like a little experience to upset a theory. (Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER: Nothing is a waste of time if you use the experience wisely. (Country magazine)

All that is worthy of you, can be experienced by you. (Roy Eugene Davis)
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