What Are They Afraid Of?

Claim is that baboons are afraid of the dark. (L. M. Boyd)

Walt Disney was afraid of mice. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 147)
The late Howard Hughes and numerous others have been depicted as highly fearful of dust. (L. M. Boyd)

It is the female lion who does more than 90 percent of the hunting while the male is afraid to risk his life, or simply prefers to rest. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 41)

Napoleon was morbidly afraid of cats. (E.C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts)

Heavyweight boxer Ken Norton fears no man in the ring. But he is afraid...of black cats! (Ripley's Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 82)
A British woman who suffered from agoraphobia for 22 years has finally left her house. Sue Curtis, 40, first began experiencing fear of the outdoors when her two sons were toddlers. Her panic attacks became so acute that they would surface if she tried to leave her home in northern England. But after taking free self-help classes on the Internet, and becoming fascinated by the sights she was seeing on Google Maps, Curtis can now make it down her street and back without fear. “It may not seem very far to walk, but for me this is amazing. And now I don’t see a reason why I can’t be cured in the future and lead a normal life again. (The Week magazine, April 24, 2009)

It has been determined – and you, too, may find this report satisfying – that the great white shark is scared of the dark. (L. M. Boyd)
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