Fun

I don't believe there is a business in America that would not benefit by loosening up and having fun with its customers. Laughter and delight bond the customer to the company because they build trust and rapport. By tradition, no business is more staid than a bank, but Carl Schmitt’s bank in Palo Alto sets a different tone with a painting on the side of the building showing an alien emerging from a flying saucer that crashed into the bank. The back windows of the four bank vans show the following scenes going on “inside” the trucks: two convicts playing cards; two masked men cracking a vault (painted on the side of the van is a policeman waiting inside to catch them); two counterfeiters inspecting their newest fortune and a washing machine out of which is bubbling a pile of bills -- laundered money. People enjoy the art and remember the bank. (Paul Hawkin, in Growing A Business)

Darryl’s mother was telling him about the great times she had when she grew up on a farm. She rode ponies, went for hayrides, splashed around in the ole swimming hole. Darryl thought for a moment, then said, “You sure were a lot of fun before I met you.” (World Features)

Dennis says to the other boy: “Mr. Wilson is just a big kid with all of the fun taken out of him!” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)

Billy walks into the house and says to his Mother: “I was so busy I didn't notice if I was havin’ fun or not.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Dennis says to his friend while watching TV: “It’s more fun changin’ the channels than watchin’ them.” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis the Menace comic strip) 
Mother: “Doesn’t it feel good to be nice and clean?” Billy: “Yeah, but it was more fun gettin’ dirty.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Games -- really fun, captivating games -- are the mental counterpoint of physical exertion. If you work up a mental sweat doing something that is also fun, you keep the psyche agile because you’ve tingled your brain cells in a way they won’t forget. The cells actually thicken and grow as you learn. (Gene Cohen, in Reader’s Digest)

Get-well cards have become so humorous that if you don't get sick you're missing half the fun. (Quoted by Earl Wilson, Publishers-Hall Syndicate)

Have fun: it’s later on you’ll think. (Gertrude O’Connell)

Ever notice how much less immoral something seems after we discover how much fun it is? (George E. Scherer)

Another client had this to say about the interrelationship of play and innovation. “Humor, frivolity, and play have a place in this world. Most large companies should remember that they began with a person enjoying himself in the garage. Too many of today's managers, however, have eliminated fun and humor from the job, and hence have eliminated creativity.” To these people, I dedicate Laroff's credo: It is not so important to be serious as it is to be serious about the important things. The monkey wears an expression of seriousness which would do credit to any great scholar. But the monkey is serious because he itches. (Roger von Oech, in A Whack on the Side of the Head, p. 99)

Fun is like life insurance. The older you get, the more it costs. (Kin Hubbard, cartoonist/humorist)
 

Your mental health will be better if you have lots of fun outside of that office. (Dr. William Menninger)

After a few days in kindergarten, my daughter came home with a question. “Mom, kids in class say there is no Santa Claus,” she said. “Is it true?” “Yes,” I said reluctantly, sensing it time to admit the truth. “It’s just a game mommies and daddies play to have fun with their children.” She looked at me for a moment then said thoughtfully,” Can we still play the game?” (Phyllis Orlando, in The Saturday Evening Post)

Even Santa Claus needs a hand to deliver presents to children in Alaska’s isolated villages, and he’s getting it from the Alaska National Guard. This year, Santa is hitching rides on C-130 transports and dog-drawn sleds to visit 18 tiny communities near the Arctic Circle, including Little Diomede Island, a remote atoll just east of the Russian border. “Some kids want guns,” said the jolly, white-bearded guardsman, who preferred to keep his identity a secret. “That’s really important here in the bush. One girl said she wanted fun for Christmas. I told her that was my favorite thing.” (The Week magazine, December 17, 2004)

A university study has concluded that it must be fun to be stupid. According to their findings, stupid people laugh far more than smart people, the amount of laughter is in inverse proportion to a person's intelligence. (Paul Stirling Hagerman, in It's a Weird World , p. 69)

Teenager: “Have you ever noticed that the things you have to do are boring and stupid, but the things you want to do are fun – mainly because they’re boring and stupid?” Dad: “A hush falls over the crowd.” (Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman, in Zits comic strip)
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