The Golden Rule: Giving =- Receiving

I truly believe that whatever you send into the lives of others, comes back into your own. (Mary Kay Ash)

Here’s Dr. Woo, the vet. She volunteers at the shelter. She says, “It is in giving that we receive. And that’s the best medicine.” (Patrick McDonnell, in Mutts comic strip)

I saw a bumper sticker the other day that said, “May God Multiply On You What You Wish For Me!” I’ll tell you something, the man driving that car never realized how true that is. If I hate and resent you, it’s not in you. It’s in me. If I want to poison you and I take a drink of poison, who is going to be hurt? It’s not going to be you. It’s going to be me. And so it is multiplied 100 times in me. (Christopher Ian Chenoweth)

The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer someone else up. (Mark Twain)

Children are the purpose of life. We were once children and someone took care of us. Now it is our turn to care. (Cree Elder)

If you want to get more Christmas cards, just send a bundle to people you don’t know. So states Phillip R. Kunz, a Brigham Young University sociology professor, who mailed 600 cards during a recent holiday season to mid-western families he chose from city directories. Back came 117 cards to the Kunz family -- with letters about home, children and pets. Two “old friends” even asked about accommodations with the Kunz’s during forthcoming holiday trips. (United Press International)
The essential dynamic of compassion is summed up in the golden rule, first enunciated by Confucius in about 500 B.C.E.: “Do not do to others as you would not have done to you.” Confucius taught his disciples to get into the habit of shu: “likening to oneself.” They had to look into their own hearts, discover what gave them pain, and then rigorously refrain from inflicting this suffering upon other people. (Karen Armstrong, in AARP magazine) 
Takes seven seconds for an echo to bounce back in the world’s largest Gothic cathedral, St. John the Divine in New York City. Curiously, the Grand Canyon likewise has a seven-second echo delay. (L. M. Boyd)

The free market is in accordance with the golden rule. We advance ourselves as we help others. The more we help others, the more we receive in return. (Percy L. Graves)

What we are is God’s gift to us. What we become is our gift to God. (Quoted by Eleanor Powell)

Help others: someday you'll be one of them. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

When you help yourself, you help others too, by relieving them of the burden of helping you. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

You can’t hold a man down without staying down with him. (Booker T. Washington)
You cannot train a horse with shouts and expect it to obey a whisper. (Dagobert D. Runes, Letters to My Son)

A hundred times every day, I remind myself that my inner and outer life are based on the labor of other men, living and dead, and that I must exert myself in order to give in the same measure as I have received. (Albert Einstein, in Living Philosophies)

Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take nothing that you have received – but only what you have given. (Jan Karon)

If you want life’s best, see to it that life gets your best. (Farmers’ Almanac, 1988)

Here it is in a nutshell: Like attracts like. It always has and it always will. It is an unbreakable universal law. It is the law of mind action. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 193)
God will never cease to love His Son, and His Son will never cease to love Him. (A Course In Miracles)
People usually get what’s coming to them -- unless it’s been mailed. (Quoted in Grit magazine)
People who matter are most aware that everyone else does, too.  (Malcolm S. Forbes)
What we sow or plant in the soil will come back to us in exact kind.  It’s impossible to sow corn and get a crop of wheat, but we entirely disregard this law when it comes to mental sowing. (Orison Swett Marden)

A grateful mind is a great mind which eventually attracts to itself great things. (Plato)

Often, because we think God must be awfully busy, we feel justified in carrying out His justice. We do this so that nobody gets away with a thing. However, we are the ones who never get away with a thing. (William Earle Cameron)
Something you get for nothing is usually worth it. (Farmers’ Almanac)

There is an inspired painting by a German artist, Rosenthal, entitled The Blessing of Work. It depicts a young boy carving a life-size picture of the Virgin Mary. The almost-completed figure towers above the young artist, and while he works intently carving the details of the feet, Mary looks down upon him with love and with out-stretched arms, blessing him. While he is giving himself in the creative flow, he is dynamically receiving immeasurably in return. The painting reveals much more: light is streaming through the open window, its rays bathing him with an aura of illumination. On a large plaque on the wall, a heavenly choir is singing paeans of praise directly toward him. By his side, there is what we assume is a picture of his mother which he is using for a model, and with hands clasped in devotion, she is blessing him. Thus the whole tone of the work suggests that the whole Universe is rushing, streaming, pouring into the boy, while he quietly gives himself in creative effort. It is a beautiful visual testimony to Jesus: “Give and you shall receive.” (Eric Butterworth, Spiritual Prosperity, p. 177)

The father in praising his son extols himself. (Chinese Proverb)
To receive a present handsomely and in a right spirit, even when you have none to give in return, is to give one in return. (Leigh Hunt, in Essays by Leigh Hunt)
Auschwitz, the Gulag, and the regime of Saddam Hussein show the fearful cruelty to which humanity is prone when all sense of the sacred has been lost. But none of these atrocities could have taken place if people were properly educated in the golden rule. (Karen Armstrong, in AARP magazine) 

The best way to forget your own problem is to help someone else solve theirs. (Bits & Pieces)

A teacher sent a note to parents on the first day of school: “If you promise not to believe everything your child says happens at school, I promise not to believe everything he says happens at home." (Rocky Mountain News)
It is true that other people are a reaction to our action, but that means that our expectations have to be upon our own Self, not them. What we send out is what comes back, so again we are back to the Truth that our own good and happiness reside within our own Self, nowhere else. (Tom Johnson, in New Thought magazine)

The Golden Rule is of no use to you whatever unless you realize that it is your move. (Dr. Frank Crane)

How can we ever repay all that we owe each other? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

A man noted for his tact was awakened one morning at four o’clock by his ringing telephone. “Your dog’s barking, and it’s keeping me awake,” said an irate voice. The man thanked the caller and politely asked his name before hanging up. The next morning at four o’clock, he called back his neighbor. “Sir,” he said. “I don’t have a dog.” (Ruth Meyers, in Reader’s Digest)

It was Julius Rosenwald who revealed that the truly great fortunes were not received through hoarding, but through circulating money -- giving and receiving freely.  He said: “I believe that under no circumstances should funds be held in perpetuity.” Julius Rosenwald gave and received in his lifetime more than $60,000,000. (Jon Speller, in Seed Money In Action, p. 29)
Pianist Arthur Rubinstein never signed autographs, but a teenager once confronted him after a concert, held out a pad and pencil and said, “I know your fingers are tired, sir, but mine are, too -- from clapping.” He signed. (Bits & Pieces)

The rush-hour commute to my job in Atlanta is often nerve-racking, so I make it a point to be a careful and considerate motorist. One morning, as I occupied the left lane of Interstate 85, an 18-wheel truck was on my right. As we approached an entrance ramp, a compact car pulled slowly onto the highway and into the path of the truck. I reduced my speed, allowing the truck driver into the left lane ahead of me. After passing the slow-moving car, the trucker moved back into the right lane, and I resumed my speed. My day was made when, in response to a toot of its horn, I glanced back at the truck. The driver was holding a rose against the window. Attached to it was a large placard that read: “This bud’s for you!” (Marlene Weber, in Reader’s Digest)
During a sales meeting, the manager was beating all of us on the sales staff for our dismally low sales figures. “I’ve had just about enough of your performance and excuses,” he began. “If you can’t do the job,” he added, “perhaps there are other sales people out there who would jump at a chance to sell the worthy products that each of you has the privilege to represent.” Then, pointing to our newly recruited, retired pro-football players, he said, “If a football team isn’t winning, what happens? The players are replaced--right?” The question hung heavy for a few seconds, but then the ex-football player answered, “Actually, sir, if the whole team was having trouble--we usually got a new coach.” (Doug Lysen, in Reader’s Digest)
When we begin to treat people, individually and in groups, as spiritual beings, saluting the divinity within them, then we will give and receive and do business on the level of love and mutual trust. We will begin to expect far more of ourselves and of others. And we will treat people as if they already were what our faith reveals they can be. (Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)

I’ve never seen a company that was able to satisfy its customers which did not also satisfy its employees. Your employees will treat your customers no better than you treat your employees. (Larry Bossidy, CEO of AlliedSignal Inc.)
If you say what you think, don’t expect to hear only what you like. (Malcolm S. Forbes)
What man says of others will be said of him, and what he wishes for another, he is wishing for himself. (Florence Scovel Shinn, in The Game Of Life)
It is not out of goodness towards others that I am gentle, peace loving, long-suffering and friendly but because in this way I ultimately sustain my deepest self. (Albert Schweitzer)
He who wishes to secure the good of others has already secured his own. (Confucius)

I have faith that the time will eventually come when employees and employers, as well as all mankind, will realize that they serve themselves best when they serve others most. (B. C. Forbes)

Over 10,000 soldiers were killed by sudden avalanches in the Tyrol section of the Alps in one 24-hour period in World War I! Troops had shelled the snowfields above the enemy to start massive slides. Between 1915 and 1918, an estimated 60,000 soldiers died in the freezing Alps! (Ripley’s Believe It Or Not: Book of Chance)
Hiring people smarter than you proves you’re smarter than they are. (Bits & Pieces)
Back when Bernice Vines was better off, she had a chance to give. She thought about the time when her late husband had suffered a stroke and Social Security kept the family afloat, the bills paid and her children fed. Vines figured she should return the favor. She had read that Social Security was short of money, so she wrote two $1,000 checks and sent them to the U. S. government. “I got help when I needed it the most,” the 80-year-old woman said recently. “When they were in trouble, I thought I ought to help, too.” (Mike Anton, in Rocky Mountain News)
To most people I’m nobody - but what matters is being somebody to everybody who’s somebody to me. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

When you get something for nothing, you just haven’t been billed for it yet. (Franklin P. Jones, in Quote magazine)
If you want something you have never had you have to do something you have never done. (Mike Murdock)

After a spat over her husband’s driving habits, a woman proclaimed, “I’m the only woman alive who would put up with you.” “I’ll have you know,” he said, “that hundreds of women went out with me in my bachelor days.” She turned to him and with a straight face remarked, “I can understand the big turnover.” (Southeastern Oil Review)
Any elected official, Democrat or Republican, has the responsibility to spend the taxpayers’ money as he would his own. (Douglas Wilder, Governor of Virginia)

Two workmen watched with awe the performance of a huge steam shovel that took up tons of earth in one bite. Said one of them, “If it wasn’t for that blasted scoop, five hundred of us might be working with shovels.” “Yes,” was the reply of the other, “and if it wasn’t for shovels, a million of us might be working with spoons.” (Bits & Pieces)
Maxwell White was a rather famous burglar in the Long Island area around the turn of the century. The newspapers made him famous by reporting on his daring thefts. The police were humiliated as he robbed homes of some of the most well known people in that wealthy community. A sort of status became attached to you if your home had been robbed by Maxwell White. After all, he only broke into the very best. Finally, he was caught and sentenced to 99 years in prison. He served 33 years. A few reporters remembered him and were there to interview him when he was paroled. They asked about his various exploits, and then one of them posed the question, “Max, from whom did you steal the most?” After a moment of reflection, the aging bandit replied, “I stole the most from myself.” (Illustration Digest)

Grandpa: “Those stitches aren’t close enough. Some of the seams look crooked, and that thread’s the wrong color.” Grandma: “Earl! I know what I’m doing! I don’t need your two cents worth!” Grandpa: “Good. Now you know what it feels like sitting next to you when I’m driving the car.” (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)
I tell doctors in my marketing seminars that if they would send out flowers and get-well cards to their patients, they would not need malpractice insurance. People do not sue someone they feel really cares about them. (Laurie Beth Jones, in Jesus, CEO, p. 282)
Do not do unto others as you think they should do unto you. Their tastes may not be the same. (George Bernard Shaw)

Galatians 6:7 teaches us at least three things about how the universe operates: 1. You always reap what you sow. 2. You always reap later than you sow. 3. You always reap more than you sow. (Illustration Digest)

My friend, who hates to be asked “Who’s calling?” when he places a telephone call, also despises having his call answered with a phone number. But everything fell into place for him one morning. “211-8412,” said a secretary who was guarding her day’s supply of good-morning greetings. “May I speak to Mr. So-and-so?” my friend asked. “May I tell him who’s calling?” asked the secretary. “219-4512,” said the friend. (Elizabeth Clarkson Zwart, in Des Moines Tribune)

He enjoys much who is thankful. A grateful mind is a great mind which eventually attracts to itself great things. (Plato)

Think of what others ought to be like, then start being like that yourself. (Bits & Pieces)
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