Good Old Days

A chap in Hartford, Connecticut had the first accident policy -- $5,000 if he was accidentally killed walking between his home and the post office. Premiums weren't bad, though -- 2 cents a month! (Donner & Eve Paige Spencer, in A Treasury of Trivia, p. 100)

Remember when atmospheric contaminants were romantically called stardust? (Lane Olinghouse)
Senator George W. Norris of Nebraska won re-election in 1924. He listed his entire campaign expenses as: “Postage, two cents.” (L. M. Boyd)

Today you can get designer pasta, but you can’t get your shoes repaired. (Patrick H. Horrigan)

Bulova Watch aired the first TV commercial, a ten-second “Bulova Watch Time” announcement on WBNT-NY (today’s WNBC) on July 1, 1941. The spot cost all of nine dollars and was available to the about four thousand television sets in the New York area at that time. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 17)

Computer language: Remember when a “laptop” was where you bounced your children? “Internet” was where you put that fish before getting it into the boat? “On-line” meant you were on the phone? “Google” meant you were making bug eyes at someone? “Cursor” was someone who used bad language? “Search engine” was something you did under the hood of a car? (Vicki Foster, in Reminisce Extra magazine)
Until there was a pay raise in 1814, U.S. Congressmen were paid $6 per diem when Congress was in session. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 65)

The first escalator in Britain was put in Harrods department store in 1898. An attendant waited at the top and handed a glass of brandy to any customer who was upset by the ride. (The Diagram Group, in Funky, Freaky Facts, p. 41)

The first edition of The New York Times appeared on September 18, 1851, and sold for a penny a pop. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 104)

One good thing about “Horse and Buggy Days” was that everyone didn’t have a horse and buggy. (J. W. Aymar, in Reader’s Digest)

Oh, yesteryear was a worry-free time: Homelessness and drugs were not on the scene; no anthrax, terrorists, or lifestyles obscene. Life was great! Life was a ball! And best of all, as you may recall, most folks never heard of cholesterol! (Rose Korotkin, in The Saturday Evening Post)

Remember the good old days, when phone directories were a thousand pages and phone bills weren't. (Orben's Current Comedy)

Nothing is more responsible for the good old days than a bad memory. (Franklin Pierce, journalist)
*************************************************************
Good Old Days - 2

