Gossip

In our appetite for gossip, we tend to gobble down everything before us, only to find, too late, that it is our ideals we have consumed, and we have not been enlarged by the feasts but only diminished. (Pico Iyer, in Time)

Gossip is the art of saying nothing in a way that leaves practically nothing unsaid. (Walter Winchell, journalist)

Gossip: When you hear something you like about someone you don’t. (Earl Wilson)

All history is gossip. (John F. Kennedy)


Gossip: A negative developed and enlarged. (Unity of Springfield newsletter)

Show me someone who never gossips, and I’ll show you someone who isn’t interested in people. (Barbara Walters)

Gossip is news running ahead of itself in a red satin dress. (Liz Smith, columnist)

Our minister was once assigned to a town in which the post office provided the community gossip. For about six weeks, he had the feeling that people were laughing at him behind his back. Finally he asked – and learned that the source of the humor was a postcard sent him by a member of his former parish. She had written: “This new preacher is okay, but he doesn’t hold me the way you did.” (William L. Dike, in Reader’s Digest)

A thought to remember: If you promise not to repeat something, does that mean you can tell it only once? (Reminisce magazine)

In Old England and Scotland, women could be gagged for the offense of gossiping. The law did not apply to men, who could be as obnoxious as they liked. A gossip was sometimes punished with the branks, a metal cage that fit over the head, with a metal plate that was placed on top of the tongue to prevent speaking. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 242)

Scandal is gossip made tedious by morality. (Oscar Wilde)

The newly-saved farmer missed several Sunday church services. When the pastor visited him, he said he was doing his spring plowing. The pastor said to him, “Do you think it’s good to be working on Sunday and missing church?” The farmer responded, “I’m plowing far from the barn, and no one driving by can see me.” The pastor then said, “But God can see you.” To this the farmer replied, “I know, but He doesn’t gossip.” It’s amazing how few people can keep a secret. Some are like the person who said, “I don’t repeat gossip – I tell it right the first time.” Any type of gossip is wrong in the sight of the Lord. (Croft M. Pentz, in Pulpit Helps)

Gossip: The only thing that travels faster than E-mail. (Angie Papadakis)

No one ever gossips about the virtues of others. (Bertrand Russell)
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