Honesty

Acting is all about honesty. If you can fake that, you’ve got it made. (George Burns)

If you want to annoy your neighbors, tell the truth about them. (Pietro Aretino, 16th-century satirist)

Many people today don’t want honest answers insofar as honest means unpleasant or disturbing. They want a soft answer that turneth away anxiety. (Louis Kronenberger, in The Cart and the Horse)

Honesty is the best policy – when there’s money in it. (Mark Twain)

The crude commercialism of America, its materializing spirit, are entire due to the country having adopted for its natural hero a man who could not tell a lie. (Oscar Wilde, Irish-born dramatist)

I was very grateful when a New York City cabdriver called from the taxi I had just left to tell me that my pocketbook was still in the back seat. I offered to reward him, but he said, “If you don’t mind, just let me know how much there is in your purse.” When I informed him, the driver wrote the amount in a notebook and explained, “I’m keeping track of what it’s costing me to be honest.” (Barbara Arnstein, in Reader’s Digest)

Only enemies speak the truth; friends and lovers lie endlessly, caught in the web of duty. (Stephen King)

If you’re honest and fair as you can be, not only in business but in life, things will work out. (Kate Spade, handbag and accessory designer)

 Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom. (Thomas Jefferson)

When I tell the truth, it is not for the sake of convincing those who do not know it, but for the sake of defending those that do. (William Blake)
Honesty is incompatible with amassing a large fortune. (Mahatma Gandhi)

The honest man must be a perpetual renegade. (Charles Peguy, French essayist)
Our great democracies still tend to think that a stupid man is more likely to be honest than a clever man. (Bertrand Russell)

If nothing else works, it may be necessary to tell the truth. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Always tell the truth – that way you don’t have to remember what you said. (Mark Twain)


Andy Rooney’s characteristic bluntness landed him his first job at CBS. As a freelance writer in 1949, he found himself standing in an elevator next to Arthur Godfrey, the network’s biggest radio star. Rooney remarked that Godfrey’s show could use better writing. Godfrey hired him on the spot, launching a career in radio and television that spanned 60 years. (The Week magazine, November 18, 2011)

He who says what he likes, hears what he does not like. (Quoted by Leonard Louis Levinson in Bartlett’s Unfamiliar Quotations)

Honesty is stronger medicine than sympathy, which may console but often conceals. (Gretel Ehrlich, in The Atlantic Monthly)

Paul Kinsella of Belleville, Illinois, wanted to know just how honest people are. So he spent a month dropping wallets around his hometown, each filled with $2.10 in cash and a fake $50 gift certificate, to see who would return them. He eventually got back 74 of the 100 wallets. “That actually surprised me that that many people would return them,” said Lt. Don Sax of the local police department. “I think it’s great that they did, especially with such a small amount of money being in there.” (The Week magazine, February2, 2007)

“Honesty” without compassion and understanding is not honesty, but subtle hostility. (Dr. Rose N. Franzblau, in New York Post)
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