Ignorance

A word to the wise ain’t uecessary – it’s the stupid ones that need the advice. (Bill Cosby)

If a stupid man is doing something he is ashamed of, he always declares that it is his duty. (George Bernard Shaw, Irish author)

I do not believe in the collective wisdom of individual ignorance. (Thomas Carlyle, Scottish essayist)

Who first said, “Ignorance is bliss?” The English poet Thomas Gray said something like that. (L. M. Boyd)

Ignorance is not bliss – it is oblivion. (Philip Wylie)
I’m not offended by dumb blonde jokes because I know hat I’m not dumb. I also know I’m not blonde. (Dolly Parton, musician and actress)
Ignorance is bold, and knowledge reserved. (Thucydides)
We are all born ignorant, but one must work hard to remain stupid. (Benjamin Franklin, U.S. founder)
He was born stupid, and greatly increased his birthright. (Samuel Butler, poet)
If you think your boss is stupid, remember: you wouldn’t have a job if he was any smarter. (John Gotti, mobster)

I had an amusing experience when I first came to America. Passing an attractive looking restaurant, I went inside, and selecting a table, sat down and waited. Strangely, as it seemed to me then, nothing happened. I sat there and continued to wait – indefinitely as it seemed. I could not understand the reason for this neglect. All around me, people were enjoying their food, and only I was left out in the cold. After a while the truth of the situation slowly dawned on me – it was a cafeteria. (This system had not yet made its appearance in England in those days.) (Emmet Fox)

Curiosity is a willing, a proud, an eager confession of ignorance. (S. Leonard Rubinstein, in Writing: A Habit of Mind)

I think there’s a difference between ditzy and dumb. Dumb is just not knowing. Ditzy is having the courage to ask! (Jessica Simpson, musician and actress)
The difference between genius and stupidity is that genius has its limits. (Albert Einstein)

He was distinguished for ignorance; for he had only one idea and that was wrong. (Benjamin Disraeli, British politician and author)
If you’re poor and you do something stupid, you’re nuts. If you’re rich and do something stupid, you’re eccentric. (Bobby Heenan, professional wrestling manager)
Everybody is ignorant, only on different subjects. (Will Rogers)
Give me a smart idiot over a stupid genius any day. (Samuel Goldwyn, music producer)
Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in hospitals dying of nothing. (Redd Foxx, comedian)

This lack of basic knowledge may reflect the fact that some of today’s teachers graduated from a college or university without ever having studied American literature or history – 72% of the nation’s colleges do not require such study. (Gary L. Bauer, in Reader’s Digest, 1987)
I’m stupid, I’m ugly, I’m dumb, I smell, Did I mention I’m stupid? (Eminem, musician)

Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I’m not sure about the universe. (Albert Einstein, theoretical physicist)

A person must have a certain amount of intelligent ignorance to get anywhere. (Charles Kettering, inventor)
Love is being stupid together. (Paul Valery, French poet)

A good man can be stupid and still be good. But a bad man must have brains. (Maxim Gorky, Russian author)
I may be dumb, but I’m not stupid. (Terry Bradshaw, NFL Hall of Famer)
There is more stupidity than hydrogen in the universe, and it has a longer shelf life. (Frank Zappa, musician)

The little I know, I owe to my ignorance. (Sacha Guitry)
No plan can prevent a stupid person from doing the wrong thing in the wrong place at the wrong time – but a good plan should keep a concentration from forming. (Charles E. Wilson, former secretary of defense)

In politics, stupidity is not a handicap. (Napoleon Bonaparte, French emperor)

The recipe for perpetual ignorance is: Be satisfied with your opinions and content with your knowledge. (Elbert Hubbard)
Human beings can always be relied upon to exert, with vigor, their God-given right to be stupid. (Dean Koontz, author)
There are people in show business who became major stars simply because they didn’t have sense enough to quit when they should have.
(Bertrand Russell)

When tea was first introduced in the American colonies, many housewives, in their ignorance, served the tea leaves with sugar or syrup after throwing away the water in which they had been boiled. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 167)

Anything too stupid to be said is sung. (Voltaire, French philosopher)
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