Impact / Influence – Funnies

I realized the effect advertising had on children when I asked my four-year-old niece what she had named her true-to-life baby doll. Without hesitating, she replied, “Anatomically Correct.” (Elizabeth A. Centi, in Reader’s Digest)

Zagat Surveys reported that the Beatles were chosen as the most influential artists of all time. Upon hearing the Zagat ranking, all Rolling Stones, Elvis, and Led Zeppelin fans realized they had been worshiping the wrong artist and repented. (Jon Stewart)

A saleswoman arrived at the reception desk of a company, presented her card, and asked to see John Cagel, head of the purchasing department. She watched as the receptionist wound her way through aisles to an office with a glass partition. She saw the receptionist hand the card to a man, and saw the man shake his head and throw the card in a wastebasket. The receptionist came back to the saleswoman and said that Mr. Cagel was busy. “That’s too bad,” said the saleswoman, “May I please have my card back?” Annoyed, the receptionist went back to Mr. Cagel. As the saleswoman watched, she saw Mr. Cagel rummaging through the wastebasket. Then he reached in his pocket and handed something to the receptionist. When the receptionist returned she handed the saleswoman a dime, explaining that Mr. Cagel had 
misplaced the card but didn’t want her to be out-of-pocket for its cost.  The saleswoman handed the receptionist four more cards and said, “Please give these to Mr. Cagel. The cards cost me only two cents each.” The receptionist wended her way back to Mr. Cagel’s office, handed him the cards and he immediately burst out laughing. Then he threw up his arms in resignation and beckoned the saleswoman into his office. (Bits & Pieces)

Any time you think you have influence, try ordering around someone else’s dog. (The Cockle Bur)

The man passed out in a dead faint as he came out of his front door onto the porch. Someone called 911. When the paramedics arrived, they helped him regain consciousness and asked if he knew what caused him to faint. “It was enough to make anybody faint,” he said. “My son asked me for the keys to the garage, and instead of driving the car out, he came out with the lawn mower.” (Tidbits)

A fisherman accidentally left his day’s catch under the seat of a bus. The next evening’s newspaper carried an ad: “If the person who left a bucket of fish on the No. 47 bus would care to come to the garage, he can have the bus.” (Sri Lanka Sunday Island)
Ralph: “This is the last straw! Funworld amusement park took out my favorite attraction, the Haunted Shack! From now on, I’m boycotting Funworld!” Wife: “Ralph, you haven’t been to Funworld in 28 years!” Ralph: “Good! I hope they’re starting to feel the pinch!” (Kevin Fagan, in Drabble comic strip)

Driving through Texas, a New Yorker collided with a truck carrying a horse. A few months later he tried to collect damages for his injuries. “How can you now claim to have all these injuries?” asked the insurance company's lawyer. “According to the police report, at the time you said you were not hurt.” “Look,” replied the New Yorker. “I was lying in the road in a lot of pain, and I heard someone say the horse had a broken leg. The next thing I know this Texas Ranger pulls out his gun and shoots the horse. Then he turns to me and asks, ‘Are you okay?’” (Norman R. Augustine)

Ziggy: “I must be a magician ‘cause when I do my card tricks, all my friends disappear!” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

A man named Ulysses S. Grant won a primary race in Delaware and believed his name helped him win. It didn’t work out so well for his opponent – Fred bin Laden. (Jay Leno)

I had asked my parents for a portrait of themselves, and after several years they finally had their picture taken by a professional photographer. When they gave me my copy, I was pleased to see that my usually serious-looking father was smiling. “How did he get Dad to smile?” I asked my mother. “He,” Mom replied, “was a she.” (Karen Atwood, in Reader’s Digest)

Our four children had been very involved in refurbishing our old home. But little did we know how much they were learning until our five-year-old son, Adam, was visiting the pediatrician. As the doctor was gently tapping on my son’s chest with his fingers during the physical exam, Adam looked up and said, “Did you find any studs?” (Judith Woods, in Reader’s Digest)

Having watched the various telecasts and innumerable New Year’s Day football games one year, the Miami News commented: “We saw so many instant replays yesterday, we hope it hasn’t affected us. We saw so many instant replays yesterday, we hope it hasn’t affected us.” (Roger Devlin, in Tulsa Tribune)

Mom says to Dad while watching PJ laying around on the floor with the dogs and cats: “I think PJ is adopting the wrong role models.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Apparently television was having more of an effect on our five-year-old daughter Kate than we had thought. One afternoon when my wife asked her what time she would like her snack, Kate replied, “Five o’clock Eastern time, four o’clock Central. (Gregory A. Hinkle, in Reader’s Digest)

When Robin Williams turned up to audition for the role of an extraterrestrial, Mork, on the ABC sitcom Happy Days in the late 1970s, the show’s producers asked him to sit down the way an alien might. Without a moment’s hesitation, Williams – wearing rainbow suspenders – stood on his head on the office chair, wiggled his legs around, and pretended to drink a glass of water using his finger as an imaginary straw. Happy Days creator Garry Marshall hired him on the spot. He was, Marshall recalled, “the only alien to audition.” (The Week magazine, August 22, 2014)
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