Inspiration
Your old men shall dream dreams,
your young men shall see visions.
(Joel 2:28)
Inspiration is the act of drawing the chair up to the writing table. (Orhan Pamuk)
Inspiration is for amateurs. The rest of us just show up for work. (Chuck Close, artist)

Aspire to inspire before you expire. (Bits & Pieces)

You can’t wait for inspiration. You’ve got to go after it with a club. (Jack London)

When I approach a child, he inspires in me two sentiments: tenderness for what he is, and respect for what he may become. (Louis Pasteur)

Great composers do not set down to work because they are inspired, but become inspired because they are working. Beethoven, Wagner, Bach, and Mozart settled down day after day to the job at hand with as much regularity as an accountant settles down each day to his figures. They didn't waste time waiting for inspiration. (Ernest Newman)

Inspiration does exist, but it must find you working. (Pablo Picasso)

Don’t wait for the inspired moments; work every day or you may miss them. Little by little you may find that your best work in a sense creates itself, your hands functioning almost without a conscious control. You may come to wonder how much is really yours and how much is mysteriously a part of some universal force. (Wheeler Williams)

Exhilaration is that feeling you get just after a great idea hits you, and just before you realize what’s wrong with it. (Rex Harrison, actor)

Inspiration is never genuine if it is known as inspiration at the time. True inspiration always steals on a person, its importance not being fully recognized for some time. (Samuel Butler)

Mankind was never so happily inspired as when it made a cathedral. (Robert Louis Stevenson)

Inspiration could be called inhaling the memory of an act never experienced. (Ned Rorem)

Medical practice is not knitting and weaving and the labor of the hands, but it must be inspired with soul and be filled with understanding and equipped with the gift of keen observation. (Maimonides, twelfth century Jewish physician, philosopher, and rabbi)

Most of all, develop and practice a “passion for living.” Pablo Picasso marveled at everything. “I look at flies, at flowers, at leaves and trees around me,” he said. “I let my mind drift at ease, just like a boat in the current. Sooner or later, it is caught by something.” (Dudley Lynch, in Reader's Digest)

Desperation is sometimes as powerful an inspirer as genius. (Benjamin Disraeli)

In my case, I’m sharpest in the morning after a good night’s sleep or when I’m exercising. But ideas hit me at all times during the day and night. That’s why I always carry a pen and paper with me, or keep a small recorder nearby if I can’t take time to write. If I get an idea during the night, I have a pad of paper and pen on my nightstand, and I get up and write it down. Sometimes, I even call my own voice mail at the office to jar my memory in the morning. I don’t trust it to memory alone. I hate to waste an idea, even if it doesn’t turn out to be great when exposed to the light of day. (Harvey Mackay, in Outswimming The Sharks)

When the idea hit them:

· J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter – while on train trip

· J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit – while grading papers at Oxford

· Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein – while in a trance

· Hugh Hefner’s Playboy – while working on kids magazine

· Walter Lantz’s Woody Woodpecker – while on honeymoon; a woodpecker was knocking on the roof. (World Features Syndicate)

His work and the example of a life lived with quiet dignity are each an inspiration. (David Mamet, of Arthur Miller)
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