It’s All Relative!
In recent decades, accidents involving deer have killed as many Americans as terrorist attacks. (The Week magazine, May 27, 2011)
A salesman was chatting with the owner of a motel. “Business is terrible,” said the motel owner. “Really bad.” “But every time I drive by here you have the ‘no vacancy’ sign on,” said the salesman. “That’s true,” replied the motel owner. “But I used to turn away 30 to 35 people a night. Now, I only turn away ten or 15.” (Ohio Motorist)
U.S. military deaths in Iraq and Afghanistan now exceed the death toll of September 11, which killed 2,973 victims in New York, Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania. The 2,974th military fatality occurred in Iraq last week. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 6, 2006)
In Budapest, a man goes to the rabbi and complains, “Life is unbearable. There are nine of us living in one room. What can I do?” The rabbi answers, “Take your goat into the room with you.” The man is incredulous, but the rabbi insists. “Do as I say and come back in a week.” A week later the man comes back looking more distraught than before. “We cannot stand it,” he tells the rabbi. “The goat is filthy.” The rabbi then tells him, “Go home and let the goat out. And come back in a week.” A radiant man returns to the rabbi a week later, exclaiming, “Life is beautiful. We enjoy every minute of it now that there's no goat -- only the nine of us.” (George Mikes, in How to Be Decadent)

A big lumberjack and a small lumberjack were cutting down a tree with a two-man saw. As they pulled the saw back and forth, a man even bigger than the big lumberjack came walking through the woods. The man watched the lumberjacks for a while, then went over and knocked down the big lumberjack, saying, “If that little fella wants the saw, you give it to him!” (Glen Cummins, in Reminisce magazine)
When I called my friend at his dorm room, I was somewhat surprised by his answering-machine message: “Hi, this is Dave,” it began. “If it's the phone company, I sent the money. If it's Mom or Dad, please send money. If it's a friend, you still owe me money. If it's financial aid, you didn't loan me enough money. If it's a female, leave a message . . . and don't worry, I've got plenty of money!” (Emily Fasnacht)
God sees light. Darkness has no existence in the realm of the spirit. Darkness is relative to the position of the earth with respect to the sun. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light, p. 4)

In April, 25 U.S. active-duty soldiers committed suicide, almost half the number (51) that were killed in Afghanistan. (Time.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 27, 2011)

Years ago, I was riding on a train and smoking a strong-smelling cigar. The lady sitting next to me asked, “Will you please put out that cigar?” I did. I was wearing a new pair of shoes that were killing my feet. So I took off one shoe and began massaging my foot. The lady next to me said, “Will you please light that cigar?” (George Kottwitx, in Reminisce magazine)
Last year, for the first time ever, America’s annual wine consumption surpassed that of France, but it took a U.S. population almost five times as large as France’s to do so. (Chicago Tribune, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 17, 2011)
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