Judging Incorrectly

You see the shadows of the mountains
that look like men.
(Judges 9:36)

And forget not hospitality toward strangers;
For thereby some were worthy to entertain angels unawares. 
(Hebrews 13:2)
Brave scientists in Paris launched an unmanned hot-air balloon in 1873. It came down 12 miles away in the village of Gonesse. Locals attacked it with pitchforks, rolled it to imprison whatever might he inside, and lashed it to a horse to be hauled off into the woods where it couldn't hurt anybody. (L. M. Boyd)

The fire beetle may have changed the history of the New World. In 1634, when the English were about to land at night on the island of Cuba, they saw many lights. Mistakenly, they believed them to be torches held by Spanish forces already on the island. Deciding that they were greatly outnumbered, the English withdrew and sailed on. What they probably observed were the glowing lights of fire beetles. (Francine Jacobs, in Nature's Light)

The blood in the famous shower scene in Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho was in fact Hershey’s chocolate syrup. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 20)

“It’s a bad world in which to be an almost-50-year-old virgin, unemployed, with frizzy hair, midriff bulge, and a figure like a spinster teacher from the 1940s,” said Amy Wilentz in the Los Angeles Times. That accurately describes Susan Boyle, a graying, frumpy woman from a small Scottish town who seemed destined to live out her years in lonely obscurity. But then she “began to sing.” When Boyle last week performed a rousing rendition of “I Dreamed a Dream” from Les Miserables on a British talent show, her piercingly beautiful voice stunned the slack-jawed judges and touched the hearts of everyone who heard her. Since then, her performance has been viewed more than 100 million times on YouTube, and now there’s talk of a record contract and world tour. This is not just a show-business story, said Sarah Lyall in The New York Times. Boyle has become an instant heroine to millions of woman “who cheer her triumph over looks-ism and ageism.” (The Week magazine, May 1, 2009)

In Iran are weavers who dunk their new carpets in the river, then leave them in the streets to be trampled for awhile. Trick is to whip them into antique condition for higher prices. (L. M. Boyd)

Along the shore of South-West Africa, penned between volcanic mountains and the pounding Atlantic, lies one of the oldest, most savage deserts on earth. Geographers call this area the Skeleton Coast, because the beaches are littered with the bones of so many foundered ships. To its few residents it is the Forbidden Territory, because no one may enter without permission or leave without being X-rayed. Neither name quite does it justice, for beneath these desolate sands lie some of the richest deposits of gem diamonds in the world. (Rona\ld Schiller, in Reader’s Digest)

Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and you’re a thousand miles from the cornfield. (Dwight D. Eisenhower)
DNA “switches:” A new insight into genes: When scientists first began decoding the human genome in the late 1990s, they were surprised to discover that 98 percent of the DNA was “junk,” with no apparent purpose. It turns out that they were wrong. New research by an international team of 440 scientists has discovered that most “junk” DNA actually serves as switches that turn genes on or off – a finding that could lead to entirely new ways of preventing and treating disease. The presence of DNA switches in every person’s genetic makeup, researchers say, explains why some people who are predisposed to certain diseases get them, while others don’t. A person who inherits a vulnerability to breast cancer, for example, might never develop the disease unless some environmental factor or experience switches the bad gene on. “The whole way that we look at the genetic basis of disease is going to change,” researcher John Stamatoyannopoulos tells NPR.org. The human genome contains at least 4 million of these switches, and scientists are already linking specific ones to multiple sclerosis, asthma, type 1 diabetes, cancer, and mental illness. Figuring out exactly what each switch does could lead to new drug treatments – and will revolutionize medicine. Says leading researcher Ewan Birney, “It’s going to take this century to fill in all the details.” (The Week magazine, September 21, 2012) 

The English explorer Martin Frobisher created a gold fever in England in 1578 when he returned from Baffin Island with 200 tons of glittering gold ore. Great preparations were made for getting more and more gold, but it turned out that the ore was merely iron pyrite (“fool's gold”). It was eventually crushed and used for road repair. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts)

All that is gold does not glitter; not all those that wander are lost.
(J. R. R. Tolkien, in The Fellowship of the Ring)

A young man from a famous family was about to graduate from high school. It was a custom in that affluent neighborhood for the parents to give the graduate an automobile. Bill and his father had spent months looking at cars, and the week before graduation they found the perfect car. Bill was certain that the car would be his on graduation night.
Imagine his disappointment when, on the eve of his graduation, Bill's father handed him a gift-wrapped Bible! Bill was so angry, he threw the Bible down and stormed out of the house. He and his father never saw each other again. It was the news of his father's death that brought Bill home again. As he sat one night, going through his father's possessions that he was to inherit, he came across the Bible his father had given him. He brushed away the dust and opened it to find a cashier's check, dated the day of his graduation, in the exact amount of the car they had chosen together. (Beckah Fink)

Humpback whales catch fish in a net of bubbles. A whale swims under the fish and squirts out a circle of bubbles from its blowhole. The fish stay inside the circle, and the whale then swallows them. (The Diagram Group, in Funky, Freaky Facts, p. 135)

A man crawling up a hillside after being involved in a one-car accident near Troy, Montana, was then shot and seriously wounded when hunters mistook him for a grizzly bear. (Bill Flick)

About 80 percent of the new jobs created in Gov. Rick Perry’s Texas since 2007 went to newly arrived immigrants, half of whom were in the country illegally, according to a new report by the Center for
Immigration Studies. The employment rate for native-born Texans actually declined over that period. ((NationalReview.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 7, 2011)
The owner visits his factory and is shocked to see a man leaning against a wall, drinking coffee. “How much do you make?” he demands. “Eighty dollars a day,” is the reply. The owner hands him $80 and says, “Get out, and don’t come back!” Two minutes later the foreman comes in and asks, “Where’s the delivery man who was just here?” (Tom Darby, in One to One)

A college basketball coach was shaving. His wife called upstairs to tell him that Sports Illustrated was on the phone. The coach was so excited he nicked his face shaving. Eagerly seeking recognition for himself and his school he fell down the stairs. Staggering to the phone breathlessly he said, “Hello.” The voice at the other end said, “Yes, sir. I'm happy to tell you that for only 75 cents per week you can receive a one-year's subscription.” (Paul Harvey) 
My boss, a plumbing, heating and air-conditioning contractor, bought a canoe and strapped it to the pipe rack on one of our vans so he could take it to his lakefront cottage the next day. In the usual morning rush of assignments to various job sites, a plumber was sent out in that same van, canoe and all. The plumber stopped off for a quick cup of coffee to go, explaining, “I'm on my way to repair a leak.” As he headed back to the van, an awed voice behind him said, “That must be some leak!”
(Linda Tomczyk, in Reader's Digest)

On his first visit to a produce market, an inexperienced shopper saw a man at the watercress stall systematically picking up each tiny carton of cress, peering closely at it, turning it upside down and finally shaking it. Eager to learn something, the new shopper asked if the man would mind divulging the secret of his odd behavior. “Not at all,” he replied. “I'm looking for my car keys.” (A. Instan, in Reader's Digest)

During a “guest” appearance on NBC's “Today Show,” a reindeer from the nearby Radio City Music Hall's “Christmas Spectacular” shed an antler while on the air after the hot TV lights apparently confused the deer and convinced him spring indeed was here. (Bill Flick)

At one time, investigators feared that the saguaro cactus was dying out. Back in the late 1930s, they found many were developing a brown ooze and dying. Not knowing much about saguaros, they thought the plants were diseased. In fact, the investigators saw old specimens suffering the effects of a hard freeze that had occurred several years before. It was just part of the natural process. Despite the hazards of cold weather, brush fires, hungry wildlife, grazing cattle, and humans, the plant is in no danger of extinction. (Vicky Hay)

It is only the shallow people who do not judge by appearances. (Oscar Wilde)
A British woman came home to find her husband in the kitchen shaking frantically with what looked like a wire running from his waist toward the electric kettle. Intending to jolt him away from the deadly current, she whacked him with a handy plank of wood by the back door, breaking his arm in two places. Until that moment, he had been happily listening to his Walkman. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 118)

Whenever things sound easy, it turns out there’s one part you didn’t hear. (Donald E. Westlake, in Drowned Hopes)
 
The Walnut Creek, California, motorist who was stopped by a traffic cop, was cited for her driving and given two tickets. She drove away, however, with a smile on her face. She was “cited” for courtesy -- for stopping at an intersection to let a man cross the road -- and the tickets were for the theater. Frustrated by impatient, discourteous drivers who cause accidents, the Walnut Creek police traffic patrol offers rewards for exceptional drivers. In the program's first ten months, some 90 courtesy citations were issued. (Associated Press)
You have no idea how big the other fellow’s troubles are. (B. C. Forbes, Scottish journalist)

A friend of mine awoke one morning to find a puddle of water in the middle of his long-size waterbed. In order to fix the puncture, he rolled the heavy mattress outdoors and filled it with more water so he could locate the leak more easily. The enormous bag of water was impossible to control and began rolling on the hilly terrain. He tried to hold it back, but it headed downhill and landed in a clump of bushes which poked it full of holes. Disgusted, my friend threw out the waterbed frame and moved a standard bed into his room. The next morning, he awoke to find a puddle of water in the middle of the new bed. The upstairs bathroom had a leaky drain. (Kayleen Kennedy, in Reader's Digest)

A humpback whale releases air bubbles as it swims around a school of herring. The bubbles make a sort of corral fence, because the herring don't try to swim through them. The whale dives and comes up in the middle. With a mouthful. (L. M. Boyd) 
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