Kindness

Active kindness takes strength and clarity. Sometimes it requires speaking when it is difficult to speak. Sometimes it requires not speaking when you want to. Sometimes it means being brave enough to act, and at other times it means being brave enough not to act. (Gary Zukov)

All the kindness which a person puts out into the world works on the heart and thoughts of humankind. (Albert Schweitzer)

Be kind . . . for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle. (Philo)
If someone listens, or stretches out a hand, or whispers a kind word of encouragement, or attempts to understand a lonely person, extraordinary things begin to happen. (Loretta Girzartis)

One of the greatest victories you can gain over someone is to beat him at politeness. (Josh Billings, humorist)

It’s not fortune or fame or worldwide acclaim that makes for true greatness, you’ll find – it’s the wonderful art of teaching the heart to always be thoughtful and kind. (Helen Steiner Rice)

Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see. (Mark Twain)

Ask yourself: Have you been kind today? Make kindness your daily modus operandi and change your world. (Annie Lennox, singer)

One can pay back the loan of gold, but one dies forever in debt to those who are kind. (Malayan proverb)

The story is told that Samuel Hanagid, an eleventh century Spanish-Jewish poet who was prime minister to the king of Granada, was once insulted by an enemy in the presence of the king. The king was so angered that he ordered his prime minister to punish the offender by cutting out his tongue. Contrary to the king's mandate, Samuel treated his enemy with utmost kindness. When the king learned that his order had not been carried out, he was greatly astonished. Samuel was ready with a pleasant answer. He said, “I have carried out your order, Your Majesty, I have cut out his evil tongue and have given him instead a kindly tongue.” (Bits & Pieces) 

I would rather make mistakes in kindness and compassion than work miracles in unkindness and hardness. (Mother Teresa)

In the year 1818, Tamatoe, King of Huahine, one of the South Sea Islands, became a Christian. He discovered a plot among his fellow natives to seize him and other converts and burn them to death. He organized a band to attack the plotters, captured them unawares and then set a feast before them. This unexpected kindness surprised the savages, who burned their idols and became Christians. (James Hastings)

As they say in the South, do you often “speak ill” of others? If Francis Rose Shore were alive today, she would be eighty-four years old. We knew Francis as “Dinah” Shore. Cancer took her life some seven years ago. While she was still a teenager, she migrated from Tennessee to New York City to make her mark as a singer. She auditioned with one band, vocalizing “Dinah, no one could be finah.” Later, when the band decided to call her back, they couldn’t remember her first name. So they said, “Get us that Dinah girl.” Shore often saw adversity – some not of her own making. Yet her strength seemed to be in her love for people. In fact, her closest friends swore that she never said anything unkind about anyone. Kindness has been defined as “the ability to love people more than they deserve.” The King of Kindness, Jesus Christ, with one incredible redemptive act certainly showed us how that worked. That is why He motivated Christians: “to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to share true humility toward all men.” (Titus 3:2) Put yourselves to the test, starting now. See just how long you can dialogue without putting someone down. (Timeless Reflections, as it appeared in Pulpit Helps, June, 2001)

My sister and I loved to go grocery shopping with our mother when we were little. While Mama waited in the checkout line, we climbed onto the brown mechanical horse opposite the counter. Because it cost a dime to make it pitch back and forth, we had to be content to sit on the horse once a week and pretend we were riding. But suddenly, improbably, one day the long-still steed surged into action. A man smiled at us. He looked like a farmer – he was slim and wore a straw cowboy hat. Undoubtedly he’d seen even less frivolity in his life than we had. A ride on a mechanical horse doesn’t last forever. We knew enough to savor it to the fullest. And, after all these years, I’ve tried to live up to the example of the discreetly dropped-in dime. I’ve often wanted the chance to tell the man how much that single act of kindness meant. But I imagine he has probably long since gone to his reward. I hope it’s a big one. His dime has been earning interest. (Valerie Culp Wilkerson, Cox News Service)

You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Whoever is kind to the creatures of God is kind to himself. (Muhammad)

The kindness word in all the world is the unkind word, unsaid. (Official Crossword Puzzles)
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