Knowing

As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father:

and I lay down my life for the sheep.

(St. John 10:15)

On that day you will know that I am in my Father,

and you in me, and I in you.

(St. John 14:20)

I found this in the classified ads of my local newspaper, The Monitor: “Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes; College Edition Webster’s Dictionary, like new; thesaurus, not used. All in excellent condition. No longer needed … recently married. Wife knows everything. (Tracey Carter, in Reader’s Digest)

Johnny Appleseed didn’t know a whole lot about apples, must say. He thought it wicked to prune trees. Grafting never even occurred to him. (L. M. Boyd)

For the past hundred years archaeologists have been positive that civilization began in the Middle East around 10,000 years ago. Now they aren’t so sure. It begins to appear that metallurgy and settled farming, the two most important human activities in the march toward civilization, may have begun in Asia earlier than that. Bronze objects have been found in Thailand that apparently predate other bronze objects by a thousand years. Ah yes! The more we know, the less we know. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 255)

By the time a bartender knows what drink a man will have before he orders, there is little else about him worth knowing. (Don Marquis, humorist)

To know things as they are is better than to believe things as they seem. (Tom Wicker)

People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care. (President Theodore Roosevelt)

G. Robert Evans of Arcata National Corporation describes the Christopher Columbus Better Management Award: “It’s in honor of old Chris, the greatest manager of all time. He started out not knowing where he was going; upon arriving, he didn’t know where he was; and upon returning, he didn’t know where he had been.” (Forbes Magazine)

A computer is called smart. But it’s not. Each computer does what it does in a most remarkable manner, but not one knows what it’s doing or even knows that it’s doing what it’s doing. (L. M. Boyd)

It isn’t what you know that counts, it’s what you think of in time. (Quoted by Leo Aikman, in Atlanta Constitution)

Not knowing when the dawn will come, I open every door. (Emily Dickinson)

Recent college graduate: “I was on the dean’s list, but nobody in the employment office seems to know the dean.” (Bill Vaughan, NANA)

Where will I be five years from now? I delight in not knowing. That’s one of the greatest things about life – its wonderful surprises. (Marlo Thomas)

If all difficulties were known at the outset of a long journey, most of us would never start out at all. (Dan Rather)

A small town prosecuting attorney calls his first witness, an elderly woman, to the stand and begins questioning by asking, “Mrs. Jones, do you know me?” She responds, “Why, yes, I’ve known you since you were a boy, and frankly, you’ve been a big disappointment. You lie, cheat at cards, and talk about people behind their backs!” The lawyer is stunned, but continues. “Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attorney?” Again she replies, “Why, yes I do. I used to babysit Mr. Bradley when he was a youngster. And he, too, has been a real disappointment. He’s rude, lazy, and selfish. He only cares about money and wouldn’t spare a cent to a charity.” The defense attorney sits at his desk in shock. At this point, the judge brings the courtroom to silence and calls both attorneys to the bench. In a very quiet voice, he says, “If either of you asks her if she knows me, you’ll be jailed for contempt!” (Catholic Digest)

We all know what to do, but we don’t know how to get re-elected once we have done it. (Jean-Claude Juncker, Luxembourg prime minister)

Edison was once asked what electricity is. He replied that he didn’t know what it is, that all he knew was what it does, and that he didn’t worry so much about definitions as long as he could work with it. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 9)

You never know what is enough until you know what is more than enough. (William Blake)

If we were born knowing everything, what would we do with all this time on this earth? (Nelly, in Fashion Rocks)

Try to know everything of something, and something of everything. (Henry Peter, Lord Brougham)

Never utter these words: “I do not know this, therefore it is false.” One must study to know; know to understand; understand to judge. (Apothegm of Narada)

Garfield: “There is so much in the world I don’t know about, but I do know where the food is, so . . . who cares?” (Jim Davis, in Garfield comic strip)

It ain’t what you don’t know that gets you; it’s the things you know that ain’t so. (Mark Twain)

I don’t know who my grandfather was. I am much more concerned to know what his grandson will be. (Abraham Lincoln)

No matter what happens, there’s always somebody who knew it would. (Lonny Starr)

Next to knowing when to seize an opportunity, the most important thing in life is to know when to forgo an advantage. (Benjamin Disraeli)

The more you know about where you’re going, the less your journey is an adventure. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot Shots)

To know that we know what we know, and to know that we do not know what we do not know, that is true knowledge. (Copernicus)

The learned man knows that he is ignorant. (Victor Hugo)
I’ve learned one thing – people who know the least anyways seem to know it the loudest. (Al Capp, cartoonist)

The less we know, the longer our explanations. (Ezra Pound)

Never say you know a man until you have divided an inheritance with him. (Johann Lavater, poet)

What a man knows at 50 that he did not know at 20 is, for the most part, incommunicable. The knowledge he has acquired with age is not the knowledge of formulas, or forms of words, but of people, places, actions – a knowledge gained not by words but by touch, sight, sound, victories, failures, sleeplessness, devotion, love – the human experiences and emotions of this earth and of oneself and other men; and perhaps, too, a little faith, a little reverence for things one cannot see. (Adlai Stevenson)

Most men know what they hate, few what they love. (Charles Caleb Colton, English author)

The atheist does not deny God so much as he denies himself. A book is more enjoyable when we know its author. A symphony is more stirring when we know its composer. A painting is more meaningful when we know the artist. A poem is more personal when we know the poet. Life is more purposeful when we know the Creator. (William Arthur Ward)

In that wonderful movie, Oh, God! George Burns (playing God) gives John Denver a message of encouragement to deliver to a fearful world. When John’s faith waivers, God tells him, “You have the strength that comes from knowing.” (Alan Cohen)

To know one’s self is wisdom, but not to know one’s neighbors is genius. (Minna Antrim, writer)

The next-best thing to knowing something is knowing where to find it. (The Ensign)

We know next to nothing about virtually everything. It is not necessary to know the origin of the universe; it is necessary to want to know. Civilization depends not on any particular knowledge, but on the disposition to crave knowledge. (George F. Will, in Newsweek)

Linus: “Do you think Charlie Brown really could get nominated for president?” Lucy: “What do you mean, nominated? Don’t you know anything? First you have to become a prince … then you get to be president!” Linus: “It’s frightening when I realize how little I really know about governmental affairs!” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)

He who knows nothing, doubts nothing. (Italian proverb)

If you only do what you know you can do, you never do very much. (Tom Krause)

It is very difficult to know people. For men and women are not only themselves, they are also the region in which they were born, the city apartment or the farm in which they learned to walk, the games they played as children, the old wives’ tales they overheard, the food there ate, the schools they attended, the sports they followed, the poets they read, and the God they believed in. You can know them only if you are them. (W. Somerset Maugham, in The Razor’s Edge)

There are some people that if they don’t know, you can’t tell ‘em. (Louis Armstrong)

The printing press of a large daily newspaper came to a sudden halt. After hours and hours, the newspaper’s engineers could not get it started again. Money and prestige hung on getting the presses rolling. The publisher called in an expert and flew him in on a chartered plane. The expert looked at the block-long press, and after one minute, tapped a small screw. The roar of the press was heard again. The expert presented the publisher with a bill for $10,000. The publisher whistled. He said to himself, “Ten Thousand Dollars for a minute’s work. If I ask him for an itemized statement, maybe I’ll shame him into cutting the bill down.” The expert submitted his itemized statement: $.10 for tap + $9,999.90 for knowing where to tap = $10,000. (Celestial Seasonings tea box)

If you would know what nobody knows, read what everybody reads, just one year afterward. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

You’re better off knowing what the rules are before you try to break them. (Stephen King)

The young man knows the rules, but the old man knows the exceptions. (Oliver Wendell Holmes)
I was reared in a home with a mother and father who really loved each other, so I know what love is. I have seen both a son and a daughter safely through the trials of their tempestuous teens, so I know what satisfaction is. I have had by my side for more than 25 years the gentlest, kindest, most considerate human being I have ever known, so I know what happiness is. I have prayed and my prayers have been answered, so I know what faith is. And because I have known all these things, I know what wealth is. (Abigail Van Buren)

I know I can be strong and healthy! I know I can lose this weight! I know I can exercise everyday! Knowing something doesn’t “make it so,” it just makes it seem more “real.” (Todd Siler, in Truizms)

It’s important that people know what you stand for. It’s equally important that they know what you won’t stand for. (Mary G. Waldrip, in Dawson County, Georgia, Advertiser and News)

Strange how much you’ve got to know before you know how little you know. (Duncan Stuart)

If you would thoroughly know anything, teach it to others. (Tryon Edwards)

Knowing trees, I understand the meaning of patience. Knowing grass, I can appreciate persistence. (Hal Borland, American writer)

The world’s major trouble spots these days were formerly known only to crossword-puzzle fans. (Val Tupy)
The trouble with most folks isn’t so much their ignorance, as knowing so many things that ain’t so. (Josh Billings)

He who truly knows has no occasion to shout. (Leonardo da Vinci)

I only know two tunes. One of them is “Yankee Doodle,” and the other one isn’t. (Ulysses S. Grant)

Knowing what you cannot do is more important than knowing what you can do. (Lucille Ball)

I had a dream while believing I had a long way to go, a long road, a burdened path in my search for God. In my dream I was in a tunnel filled with rocks and ledges, but always a clear stream running through the center. As I climbed the first boulder I saw a glimmer of light and I knew, I just knew, that I would continue in whatever way I must go, no matter how long or how burdened the path. Suddenly the tunnel emerged into a beautiful garden, and again I knew that the path is short when you only know. (Anne Kunath)

When I say I know women, I mean I know that I don’t know them. (William Makepeace Thackeray)

The word know derives from the Latin nocere, also meaning to know: The words gnosis, cognition and note come from the same source. There are many definitions of knowledge, but in our work, a definition that has proven useful is “the capacity for effective action.” This is an unusual definition for those familiar with such “intellectual” notions of knowledge as “accumulated information.” By our definition, a statement such as “We know all about our competitors’ new products and we’re not worried,” does not represent knowledge. “Knowing about” concerns information. Whether or not it leads to effective action depends upon people’s capacity to interpret the information, generate meaningful options for action and implement an action that leads to desired results. As the biologist Humberto Maturana says, “All knowing is doing. All doing is knowing.” Westerners, in particular, tend to consistently confuse information and knowledge because knowledge is not linked to action, even by “knowledge management” experts. (Peter Senge, Art Kleiner, Charlotte Roberts, Richard Ross, George Ross and Bryan Smith, in The Dance of Change: The Challenges to Sustaining Momentum in Learning Organizations)

I am not young enough to know everything. (Oscar Wilde)

*************************************************************

Knowing - 1

