


Lent

In the 1600s, the Catholic Church ruled that beaver meat was “fish,” and as such could be eaten on Fridays during Lent. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 172)
In the seventeenth century, the Roman Catholic Church, at the request of the bishop of Quebec, ruled that beaver was to be classified as a fish for the dietary restrictions during Lent. The rationale was based on the fact that a beaver is an aquatic animal. (Don Voorhees, in The Super Book of Useless Information, p. 101)
Among Christians giving up something for the 40 days of Lent, 31 percent say they’re “fasting from technology,” with 16 percent forgoing social media such as Facebook and Twitter. (MarketWatch.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 21, 2014)
Good week for: Actual human contact, after Christian clergy said a large number of people have given up Facebook for Lent. Facebook “is almost compulsive,” said Lutheran pastor Dan Hues. “That’s why it makes sense to give it up for Lent.” (The Week magazine, March 25, 2011)

One of the most valuable ways of observing the Lenten season is to fast from (loose and let go) the belief that men or nations can stand in the way of God’s good will for man. Now is the time to affirm the power of the Christ Spirit indwelling in all men everywhere and influencing their thoughts, words, and actions to work for the good of the whole. (Georgiana Tree West)

Here is the fast you must keep for God: Serve the Lord with a pure heart; keep God’s commandments by walking according to God’s directions and do not let any evil desire enter your heart; have faith in God. (Shepherd of Hermas)

Fasting is an act of homage to the majesty of appetite. So I think we should arrange to give up our pleasures regularly – our food, our friends, our lovers – in order to preserve their intensity, for the moment of coming back to them renews and refreshes both oneself and the things one loves. Sailors and travelers enjoyed this once, and so did hunters, I suppose. Part of the weariness of modern life may be that we are entertained and fed too regularly. Once we were separated by hunger from food and families, and then we learned to value both. (Laurie Lee, in I Can’t Stay Long)
	
If you resolve to give up smoking, drinking, and loving, you don’t actually live longer – it just seems longer. (Tom Stoppard, playwright)

In the past Lent has been described as “giving up” something or doing without something for a short period of time. I like to look at Lent as a time when I “Give Up” trying to do everything myself and let God work with me in my life and “Give Up” all that I have to God and pray for His will to be done in every aspect of my life. (David J. Seibert)

The last week of Lent is called Holy Week. It includes Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. Palm Sunday, the Sunday after 
Easter, commemorates Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem when the people strewed palms in His way. Maundy Thursday, the Thursday before Easter, is a corruption of the Latin word mandati meaning “of the commandment,” and refers to the command “This do in remembrance of me” spoken by Jesus in regard to His breaking of the bread and drinking of the wine at the Last Supper. Maundy Thursday commemorates the event of the Last Supper. Good Friday, the Friday before Easter, probably known as God’s Friday, commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus. (Charles Fillmore, in Keep A True Lent, p. 138)

One of the most unusual traditions associated with Good Friday is that of children flying kites, practiced in Bermuda. The custom originated many years ago when a Bermuda Sunday school teacher encountered difficulties explaining Christ's ascension into Heaven to his pupils. So he thought up a novel and dramatic method of visually demonstrating the phenomenon in terms the children would understand. On Good Friday he met the children on the highest hill in the 21-square-mile island of Bermuda and, helped by the children, he launched a large kite on which he had painted a picture of Christ. The kite rose into the sky until it had reached its maximum height. Then the teacher cut the strung and the children watched the kite hover above them momentarily, then take off, soaring higher and higher, until it was no more than a speck in the sky. Finally it disappeared entirely. The lesson had been satisfactorily explained. Although modern day kites seldom bear a likeness of Christ on their cross-bars, youngsters of all ages still delight in perpetuating the tradition. (S. S. Chronicle, in London Watchman Examiner)

One cannot live a meaningful life unless there is something one is prepared to give it up for. (Anthony Kronman, educator)

Mardi Gras is a French term meaning “Fat Tuesday.” It came from the custom of parading a fat ox through the streets of Paris on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday. The fat ox symbolized the merrymaking of a meat feast before the fasting required on the next day’s onset of Lent. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 231)

Before people gave up meat for Lent, they celebrated with a “carnival.” That word stems from “carne vale” meaning “goodbye, meat.” (L. M. Boyd)

Back in the ‘70s, Elizabeth Taylor starred in a movie about a middle-aged woman whose husband, she fears, is abandoning her because she is no longer young. The movie chronicles the myriad ways she tries to erase or deny the reality of her mortality. Painful cosmetic surgeries, acquisition of expensive clothes, and association with younger people cannot change what is happening, nor does it prevent the loss of her husband. He leaves her because she convicts him of his own mortality from which he is still running. The film is entitled Ash Wednesday, and Ash Wednesday and the subsequent days of Lent confronts us with what Elizabeth Taylor faced: our humanity. A frightening day, not so much because of what we have done, but of who we are – a collection of bones – dry, bleached bones. And it is the coming to terms with who we are that is at the heart of Lent! Yet, while that is frightening, it also offers freedom from that fear. It offers us restoration through God’s Spirit, a breathing into us of new life, a transformation of this mortal life to an eternal and peaceful one. (LectionAid)

The Lenten season gets off to an unusual start in the village of Ivrea, Italy, each year: 360 tons of unpeeled, overripe oranges are hurled by 4,000 residents at each other for three days. “The Battle of Oranges” pays homage to the local peasants’ battle against tyranny during the Middle Ages. Broken noses, bruises, and eye injuries are the most common side effects. (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)

Long ago, Lent was a time of sadness, when Christians felt they should suffer. For 40 days they ate no rich foods; no meat, cheese, eggs or even milk. They ate fish, and they baked a bread shaped into arms crossed, a symbol of rest and meditation as Christians sadly contemplated their sins. They called this bread Bracellae, the Latin word for “little arms.” Christian customs spread to central and northern Europe. But the people there said betzel instead of bracellae, and in time the word betzel became pretzel. The Sunday before Ash Wednesday was known as “Pretzel Sunday” to remind people to think about the meaning of Lent, and to bake this bread for use during Lent. Pretzels were never served after Palm Sunday. (LectionAid)

At over four feet long and weighing over a hundred pounds, the South American capybara is the largest rodent in the world. In the sixteenth century, the Catholic Church classified it as a fish so that it could be eaten during Lent. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 10)

To observe Lent according to the spirit rather than the letter we must fast from criticism and condemnation and feast in brotherly love; fast from false beliefs in sickness and weakness and feast on the truth of God's omnipresent, perfect life; fast from false beliefs in lack and limitation and feast on the truth of God's bountiful good will. Ideas such as these form an excellent basis for Lenten meditations that help establish permanent spiritual values in heart and mind. (Georgiana Tree West)  

When we withdraw our attention, interest, and support from the false and the unworthy, this is true fasting. When we give that same attention, interest, and support to the enduring good, we are feasting on the things of the Spirit, and this is true prayer. When we have truly fasted in the Christ way we have increased our ability to respond to God’s good will. (Georgiana Tree West)

The word "Lent" comes from the Anglo-Saxon word for spring, which is derived from a verb meaning to lengthen. Lent comes in the spring when the days become noticeably longer. (Charles Fillmore, in Keep A True Lent, p. 138)
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