Limited Funds

My daughter, Deirdre, was explaining her bargain-shopping technique. “It’s simple,” she said. “I only buy items that are marked down 50 percent, and I always pay with money I saved during a previous visit. So whatever I buy is actually free.” (Darrell Coulter, in Reader’s Digest)

Ethel says to Willy: “To stay on the budget, we're just going to get a little behind in our meals. For example, tonight's dinner we'll have next Thursday.” (Joe Martin, in Willy 'N' Ethel comic strip)

Ziggy reads the sign that says: “Do what you love, the money will follow.” Then comments: “Every time I try that, the money can’t keep up!” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

A lot of people ask me how short I am. Since my last divorce, I’m about $100,000 short. (Mickey Rooney)
Overheard at the office: “We can live within our income; we just can’t vacation there.” (One to One)

Overheard: “I make money the old-fashioned way. My salary is the same as it was ten years ago.” (Gary Apple, in Speaker’s Idea File)
Dolly asks: “A penny saved is a penny earned, but what can I buy with it?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

My nine-year-old niece bought me perfume. “This is one of my favorites,” I told her. “How did you know what to buy?” “The man in the shop helped,” she replied. “He did very well. Did he ask what I looked like, or what colors I like to wear, or how old I am?” “No,” she answered. “He asked me how much money I had.” (Winifred Terret, in Reader’s Digest)

My cousin was host of a small-town restaurant. One Sunday morning a family with six children came in, and the parents allowed their young daughter to request a table. “How many people in your party?” my cousin asked. “Eight!” she proudly answered. “Smoking or nonsmoking?” The girl thought for a moment and then gave a typical large-family answer: “Whatever is the cheapest!” (Charles M. Reid, in Reader’s Digest)

A few days before Mother's Day, my husband announced he had to work that Sunday and wouldn't be able to fix me dinner as he usually does. “I have an idea,” my teen-age daughter piped up. “I'll take you out to eat.” “But the restaurants will be so crowded with all the other mothers,” I protested. “Don't worry, Mom,” she replied. “Most of them probably won't be eating at McDonald's.” (Nancy Dearborn, in Reader’s Digest)

The man asks his wife: “Rose, where's that shoestring you always say we're operating on?” (The Lutheran Witness cartoon)

Doctor: “Hagar, you're suffering from a condition that will make it hard for me to help you.” Hagar: “What is it, Doc?” Doctor: “You don't have any money.” (Chris Browne, in Hagar The Horrible comic strip)

The bank teller says to Ernest: “We recommend you switch to traveler's checks, Sir. Your personal checks keep leaving home without enough money.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
“Doctor, I have a terrible problem,” said the patient to the psychiatrist. “What is it?” asked the psychiatrist. “Well, I have a Rolls Royce, a Park Avenue apartment, and I send two sons to private school.” “That doesn't sound like a problem. It sounds great.” “Not really. I only make $80 a week.” (Suzan L. Wiener, in The Saturday Evening Post)

The bank teller says to Ziggy: “Money's tight right now, Sir. If you want to open a new account, you'll have to give us a toaster!” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

My friend Michele and her husband, Don, were discussing their upcoming vacation. She said she'd like to buy a book to help them decide where to go. Don left the room and came back with their checkbook. “Here, read this,” he told her. “It says we should stay home!” (Alise Archer, in Reader's Digest)


At a meeting of the local volunteer fire department, conversation turned to cattle and crop prices. “One thing for sure,” a farmer remarked, “wheat prices have stabilized.” All eyes turned in amazement as he went on: “In 1965 I sold my wheat and bought a brand-new, 1965, ¾-ton truck. This year I sold my wheat – and got just enough for a 1965 truck. So, you see, prices have stabilized.” (Lawrence Reble, in Reader’s Digest)
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