Little To Show For It!

A Los Angeles film crew shot 217,500 feet of film -- or nearly 41 miles -- to get enough tape to make those 30-second Chevy truck ads in Ford County, Illinois. (Bill Flick, in The Pantagraph)


The world’s shortest scheduled airline flight is a distance of 1 1/2 miles 
between Papa Westray and Westray in the Orkney Islands, just off the 
northern tip of Scotland. “The flight is scheduled to take two minutes,” says pilot Andy Alsop. “But when the wind is in my favor, I can cut air time down to 70 seconds.” (Quote magazine)

It takes about 50 years to produce and market a new variety, and often the results are poor. So, current apple production leans heavily on the old ones. (Jack Denton Scott, in Reader’s Digest)


Baseball: The St. Louis Cardinals lost a July 2, 1933 doubleheader to the New York Giants, 1-0 in 18 innings in the first game and 1-0 in the nightcap. (Norm Clarke, in Rocky Mountain News)

In Arkansas, a statewide beetle hunt netted seven bugs and cost $78,176. (Bill Flick, August, 1994)

Bergamot, a kind of orange whose rind is used in some fragrances, 
flourishes in only one place - an 11-square-mile area in southern Italy.  
Approximately 220 pounds of bergamot yield just 14 ounces of essence.
(Virginia Kelly, in Reader’s Digest)

Of the 383 bills that were signed into law during the recently adjourned 109th Congress, more than one-quarter dealt with naming or renaming federal buildings, primarily post offices. (CNN.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 29, 2006 - January 12, 2007)

The U.S. Border Patrol’s budget has doubled from roughly $800 million in 1998 to almost $1.6 billion today. Over the same period, the number of illegal immigrants in the U.S. has tripled, from some 4 million to an estimated 12 million. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 2, 2006)

India’s child factory workers get about 21 cents for a 12-hour workday, I am told. (L. M. Boyd)

A shepherd boy named Stephen in France and a boy named Nicholas from Germany’s Cologne gathered thousands of children in A.D. 1212 to form the tragic “Children’s Crusade.” Researchers think they got as far as Italy. There, Stephen’s group was kidnapped by slavers and shipped to Egypt and most of Nicholas’ group of 50,000 was sold into slavery in Marseilles. (L. M. Boyd)

The annual harvest of an entire coffee tree is required for a single pound of ground coffee. Every tree bears up to six pounds of beans, which are reduced to a pound after the beans are roasted and ground. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 93)

Congress has sent only 54 bills to President Obama so far this year, including 14 to rename post offices, nine to approve real estate transactions, and six to simply renew existing laws. That record puts the current Congress on track to be one of the least productive sessions in recent times. (Bloomberg Businessweek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 3, 2012)

 Dr. David Livingstone converted one native to Christianity in 28 years.
(Piers Pennington, in Facts on File: The Great Explorers)

After making 11 court appearances since early 1986 and spending more than $12,500 in legal fees for his defense, a Birmingham, Alabama, man has been cleared of a charge he ran a red light. (Associated Press, 1988)

The Crusaders were able to conquer Acre, a coastal town eighty miles north of Jerusalem, in July 1191, only after 100,000 on both sides had been killed. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 259)

A woman phoned my husband at the dry cleaners he works for, saying that the designer label was missing from her dress’s neckband. Assuring her that he would look for it, my husband spent much of the day searching the shop. Finally, he found the elusive label in a trash bin. He cleaned and pressed it, and delivered it to the customer’s home. “Oh, thank you,” she gushed. “I’m having a garage sale tomorrow, and I can charge a dollar or two more for the dress with the label on it.” (Helen Roberts, in Reader’s Digest)

At Kimberly, South Africa, nowadays 1,000 tons of ground must be moved to yield just an ounce or so of diamonds. But the stones are so precious that even this vast turnover in waste material is still profitable.
(Reader’s Digest: Strange Stories, Amazing Facts, p. 83)
More extras were used in the 1981 film Gandhi than in any other movie; three hundred thousand were used for only a ten-minute funeral sequence. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 18)
Just before Exxon called itself Exxon, you may recall, it undertook a 
costly campaign to find its new name. First choice didn’t make it through the computer run. Turned out to be an unacceptable word in Arabic. Hard to find a universally approved name. (L. M. Boyd)

Gardening gives you a feeling of affluence and well-being. If not for home gardens, how many people would even think of eating tomatoes that cost $20 apiece? (Orben’s Current Comedy)
 
It takes more than two tons of South African rock to produce less than an ounce of gold. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 16) To get at every ounce of gold the earth might yield, miners have dug as deep as 2 1/2 miles. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 19)

In order to gain 400 tons of gold a year, the Rand Group of mines in South Africa has to raise and mill over 60 million tons of ore. That much ore, many times the mass of the Great Pyramid at Gizeh, yields as much gold as would form a nine-foot cube. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 19)
About six metric tons of rock are processed to yield just one ounce of gold. (Joseph A. Harriss, in Reader’s Digest)    69663

Gone With The Wind, the monumental movie made in 1939, resulted in the shooting of 449,512 feet of film -- of which only about 20,300 feet appear in the final picture. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not: Book of Chance, p. 20)

It takes a great deal of history to produce a little literature. (Henry James)

Homeowners who spring for costly kitchen renovations to increase the value of their homes are likely to be disappointed. On average, 9 percent of the renovations’ costs are lost when homes are subsequently sold. (Real Simple, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 10, 2006)


How long would it take one honeybee to gather enough nectar to make a pound of honey? Eight years, working 365 days a year. (L. M. Boyd)

That gallon of honey represents 25,000 trips from the hive to the flowers, an essence of two million flowers. (Victoria Cavalier, in Let’s Live magazine)

The $1.6 billion Hubble Space telescope was launched into orbit on April 24, 1990, and immediately needed repairs. Cost of the rescue mission: $86 million. Cause of the problem: a few 25 cent washers that technicians used to fill in a gap in an optical testing device. No one noticed they were there . . . until they shook loose. (Uncle John’s All Purpose Bathroom Reader, p. 247)


The longest jury trial ever in the U. S. federal courts began on June 20, 
1977, and ended on July 10, 1978. It took the judge almost an hour to read the verdicts on forty-nine separate questions. During this antitrust action, by SCM Corporation against Xerox, it is estimated that both sides spent well in excess of $60 million in attorneys’ fees. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 62)

An incredible historical footnote, this: “Some 19th century ladies had 
their lowest ribs removed surgically so they could corset themselves into the much-admired wasp waists.” (L. M. Boyd)

Teach them about Abe Lincoln walking three miles to return six cents. (Gary L. Bauer, in Reader’s Digest)

There is a story that when Harry Truman was speaking at a Grange convention in Kansas City, Mrs. Truman and a friend were in the audience. Truman in his speech said, “I grew up on a farm and one thing I know – farming means manure, manure, manure, and more manure.” At this, Mrs. Truman’s friend whispered to her, “Bess, why on earth don’t you get Harry to say fertilizer?” “Good Lord, Helen,” replied Mrs. Truman, “you have no idea how many years it has taken me to get him to say manure.” (Bits & Pieces)

The planet Mars passed closer to Earth than at any time in the last 60,000 years, prompting NASA to press for another probe costing $325 million. And for what? The Mars mission was to look for ice. Guys, put down the slide rule and look at me. We already have ice. It’s at a place called 7-Eleven. (Bill Maher)

Just before the mosquito begins pumping up your blood, she dribbles saliva down the smaller of the two stylet tubes. Beneath your skin, this mixes with the blood and prevents it from clotting midway up the mosquito’s snout. With the help of the anticoagulant, she can pump enough blood up the larger stylet tube to turn her long abdomen into a swollen red paunch. (This sounds bad, but 15 to 20 such meals equal only a single drop from an eyedropper.) (Richard Conniff, in Reader’s Digest)


The largest cast ever assembled for a motion picture was the 187,000 
performers who appeared in the last Nazi-made epic, Kolberg. Whole army divisions were diverted from the front to play Napoleonic soldiers at a time when Germany was on the verge of defeat. Released in 1945 with few Berlin movie theaters still functioning, Kolberg was actually seen by less people than had acted in it. (Wallechinsky/Wallace, in The Book of Lists, #3, p. 198)

Never invest your money in anything that eats or needs repainting. (Billy Rose, theater producer)

Newtown’s very limited impact: Despite all the outrage that followed December’s Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre, said Massimo Calabresi, that tragedy may ultimately “make almost no difference in federal gun-control laws.” Four pieces of legislation have emerged from weeks of negotiation, and only one is highly likely to become law. It makes straw purchasing and trafficking of guns a felony, with tough penalties. Republicans support it mainly because it would outlaw the kind of proxy gun-buying involved in the Justice Department’s “Fast and Furious” scheme. Meanwhile, a ban on assault weapons “is already near death, and so is the ban on large-capacity magazines.” Most Republicans won’t vote for these bans, and neither will Democrats from rural states. A proposed law to require background checks for all gun purchases, which would close the gun-show loophole, still has a chance – but only if it includes a Republican demand that the government be forbidden to keep records of gun purchases. So “here’s the hard truth”: Like Columbine, Aurora, and all the gun massacres before it, Newtown is fading into history, with little impact on our nation’s gun culture. (The Week magazine, March 22, 2013)

Bertrand Russell and Alfred North Whitehead’s Principia Mathematica is a seminal three-volume work on the foundation of mathematics. It contains a 362-page proof concluding that one plus one does indeed equal two. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 17)

Political Spending: “Money can’t buy happiness,” said Michael Isikoff in NBCNews.com, and apparently, it can’t buy an election, either. Thanks to the Supreme Court’s controversial decision to strike down campaign-finance laws in such cases as Citizens United, the recent presidential election was the first in which wealthy contributors and corporations could donate unlimited sums of money to Super PACs – political action committees set up to advocate for candidates and parties. Big checks flooded in, but, it turns out, “the super donors didn’t get much for their money.” The pro-Mitt Romney Super PAC, Restore Our Future, spent $143 million on a losing cause. Casino mogul Sheldon Adelson threw away $20 million on Newt Gingrich’s failed primary campaign, and then another $33 million on Romney’s campaign and nine Republican congressional candidates – eight of whom lost. GOP strategist Karl Rowe’s American Crossroads group spent $175.8 million on attack ads this cycle, but only one of the 10 Democrats he targeted lost. All told, said Dan Eggen in The Washington Post, the Super PACs wasted more than $1 billion trying to influence voters. “Never before has so much political money been spent to achieve so little.” (The Week magazine, November 23, 2012)
At the sound of a cannon in St. Joseph, Missouri, a bay mare and her rider raced toward San Francisco, 1,800 mile away, in the April 3, 1860, inaugural run of the Pony Express. The 49 letters and 5 telegrams the pair carried reached California 11 days and some 75 horses and 20 riders later, 10 days faster than stagecoach times. For 18 months the Express fought weather, wild terrain, Indians and robbers to speed mail to settlers lured west by land, gold and religious freedom, losing only one shipment. It yielded to the telegraph, which linked East Coast to West in October 1861. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)

Thanks to a public information campaign led by Chinese celebrities such as former NBA basketball star Yao Ming, the consumption of shark-fin soup has plummeted by up to 70 percent over the last two years, according to the conservation group WildAid. Still, 70,000 sharks were killed last year to put fins in Chinese soup pots. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 1, 2013)

After a decade of research, the Goodyear Rubber Company concluded that shoes wear out faster on the right feet than on the left feet. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 26)

The sponge filters morsels of food out of the seawater that passes through its pores. Before it can obtain enough food to gain an ounce of body weight, a sponge must filter a ton of water. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 130) 

The Philippine Supreme Court sat for months to reach this decision. A dead rooster can be declared the winner in a cock fight, if he died while on the offensive. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 7)

In 1984, Vicki Nelson (now Dunbar), of Medina, Ohio, won the longest point played in a professional tennis match. The 29-minute, 643-stroke point was played at the $50,000 Virginia Slims-sponsored Ginny tournament in Richmond, Virginia, against Jean Hepner, of Redwood City, California. (American Profile magazine)

A mature, well-established termite colony with as many as 60,000 members will eat only about one-fifth of an ounce of wood a day.
(David Louis, in Fascinating Facts)

A biologist would say that the tomato is a fruit, but in a Supreme Court 
decision (this sounds silly) in 1893, it was classified as a vegetable because it was typically served and eaten with other vegetables. (Charles J. Cazeau, in Science Trivia, p. 116)

In San Jose, California, a German tourist who spoke no English spent an entire day driving in taxicabs looking for the street of his daughter’s home, only to eventually realize it was San Jose, Costa Rica – and not California – where his daughter lives. (Bill Flick, 1993)

The Irish laborers who laid track for the Union Pacific west from Omaha hammered down the rails four to a minute at peak progress. Eastward from San Francisco, 7,000 Chinese were doing the same. In the spring of 1869 they met at Promontory Point, Utah, and a nationwide celebration was launched, featuring weak speech and strong drink. The line shortly after was rerouted through Ogden, leaving Promontory Point to go back to sleep in the silence of the desert. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 252)

Christopher Latham Sholes (1819-1890) who perfected the typewriter, started at age 48 and labored on the project for the rest of his life -- yet earned only about $20,000 for his invention. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not: Weird Inventions & Discoveries)

During the Russo-Japanese War, it took Russia’s Baltic fleet seven months to sail the 18,000 miles to the Straits of Tsushima between Korea and Japan. It then took the Japanese only a day and a half in May 1905 to affect the most complete naval victory in history. In the straits, the Japanese sank or captured eleven Russian battleships, two coast-defense battleships, nine cruisers, and eleven lesser vessels. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 257)

The British and French armies in World War I did not advance more than three miles at any point on the western front in the whole year of 1915. The three miles cost the French army alone nearly 1.5 million men. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 256)

A one-day weather forecast requires about 10 billion mathematical calculations. (Uncle John’s Unstoppable Bathroom Reader, p. 194)


I complimented one of my co-workers on having lost ten pounds. However, I couldn't resist bragging that when I was 17, I weighed 225 pounds and today I tip the scale at 224. I added, “That's not bad for a man my age.” Overhearing this, a woman remarked, “You mean to say it took you all this time to lose one pound?” (Joseph R. Herbert, in Reader's Digest)
Carson McCullers was 23 when her first novel, “The Heart is a Lonely 
Hunter,” was published. She continued to write professionally and, years later, asked her lawyer to calculate her average pay scale since that successful first. Figured out to be 32 cents an hour. (L. M. Boyd)
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