
Love

You have heard that it is said, 
Be kind to your friend, and hate your enemy.  
But I say to you, Love your enemies, 
bless anyone who curses you, do good to anyone who hates you, 
and pray for those who carry you away by force and persecute you.  
(St. Matthew 5:43-44)

Jesus said to him,

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul

and with all your might and with all your mind.

This is the greatest and the first commandment.

(St. Matthew 23:37-38)

Love your neighbor as yourself.  
(St. Matthew 23:39)

This is my commandment,

that you love one another as I have loved you.

(St. John 15:12)

The eye has not seen and the ear has not heard

and the heart of man has not conceived the things 

which God has prepared for those who love him.

(1 Corinthians 2:9)

And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries

and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,

so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.


(1 Corinthians 13:2)

Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;

and the greatest of these is love.

(1 Corinthians 13:13)

Do everything in love.

(1 Corinthians 16:14)

Let love be genuine; hold fast to what is good; love one another. (Romans 12:9-10)

Let your souls be sanctified by obedience to the truth,

and be filled with sincere love,

so that you may love one another with pure and perfect hearts,

being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,

by the word of God, which lives and abides forever.

(1 Peter 1:22-23)
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech,

but in truth and action.

(1 John 3:18)

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

(1 John 4:7)

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear.

(1 John 4:18)

David Holstrom, a tough-minded reporter, tells of watching a Boston TV program about a woman who was describing an extremely brutal childhood in which her father and mother abused her in every conceivable way. He writes: “Her face, slightly boyish and dusted with freckles, filled the television screen. Although she admitted that she still carried scars and sometimes struggled with terrible memories, she said her triumph was evidenced in a successful 11-year marriage with a good man along with her ability to hold a responsible professional job. When the woman was asked why she thought she had not only survived but triumphed, she answered, ‘I had more love than they had hate.’ She said it just that way: direct, firm, and with chin tilted up just a little, ‘I had more love than they had hate.’” (Arthur J. Landwehr, in Parables newsletter)
Acronym: One of my prison students in the Science of Mind class at Cummins Department of Corrections, Knox Hamilton said: Love = Letting Our Value Express. (Rev. Andy Kress)

Love is not the plaything of human volition, but the action of divine law. (Charles Fillmore)

Because one does not see that love is an activity, a power of the soul, one believes that all that is necessary to find is the right object – and that everything goes on by itself afterward. This attitude can be compared to that of a man who wants to paint but who, instead of learning the art, claims that he has just to wait for the right object, and that he will paint beautifully when he finds it. (Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)

Affection is the humblest love – it gives itself no airs. It lives with humble, private things: soft slippers, old clothes, old jokes, the thump of a sleepy dog’s tail on the kitchen floor. The glory of affection is that it can unite those who are not “made for one another,” people who, if not put down by fate in the same household or community, would have nothing to do with one another. Affection broadens our minds; of all natural loves it teaches us first to notice, then to endure, then to smile at, then to enjoy, and finally to appreciate, the people who “happen to be there.” Made for us? Thank God, no. They are themselves, odder than you could have believed and worth far more than we guessed. (C. S. Lewis, in The Four Loves)
Affirmation: “I open my heart to Your love, God, letting the warm radiance shine out to all the world. I make the decision, right now, to bless everyone and every situation with true love, for when I love, I am most like You. Thank You, God, for Your gift of unending love.” (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest)

Age doesn’t protect you from love. But love, to some extent, protects you from age. (Jeanne Moreau, French beauty)

If I truly love one person I love all persons, I love the world, I love life. If I can say to somebody else, “I love you,” I must be able to say, “I love you in everybody, I love through you the world, I love in you also myself.” (Dr. Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)

I love acting! I love soaring! I love hiking! I love reading! I love singing! Love allows you to be yourself. (Todd Siler, in Truizms)

What “aloha” really means is “love.” Not surprising, is it, that so many prefer it to “hello” or “goodbye”? (L. M. Boyd)

Aloha friends: Aloha means “I love you.” It is a greeting constantly used in Hawaii instead of “hello” or “goodbye.” (Jack E. Addington)
You will have your hands full and your heart filled as you strive to live out Love's Alphabet : LOVE Accepts ... Behaves ... Cheers ... Defends ... Enriches ... Forgives ... Grows ... Helps ... Includes ... Joins ... Kneels ... Listens ... Motivates ... Notices ... Overlooks ... Provides ... Quiets ... Respects ... Surprises ... Tries ... Understands ... Volunteers ... Warms ... Expects ... Yields! Moreover, love in action is the code that adds Zip to your life! (Redeemer Church of Joy, Odessa, Texas)

A man without ambition is dead. A man with ambition but no love is dead. A man with ambition and love for his blessings here on earth is ever so alive. (Pearl Bailey, American entertainer)
Do you love me? The answer to do you love me isn’t, I married you, didn’t I? Or, Can’t we discuss this after the ball game is through? It isn’t, Well that all depends on what you mean by “love.” Or even, Come to bed and I’ll prove that I do. The answer isn’t, How can I talk about love when the bacon is burned and the house is an absolute mess and the children are screaming their heads off and I’m going to miss my bus. The answer is yes. The answer is yes. The answer is yes. (Judith Viorst, in Redbook)

In the arithmetic of love, one plus one equals everything, and two minus one equals nothing. (The Atlantic)

Love should be something you get without having to ask for it. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
A baby is born with a need to be loved -- and never outgrows it. (Frank A. Clark, in Register & Tribune Syndicate)

Love that has nothing but beauty to keep it in good health, is short-lived. (Desiderius Erasmus)

The beginning of love is to let those we love be perfectly themselves and not twist them to fit our image. Otherwise we love only the reflection of ourselves we find in them. (Thomas Merton)

Love isn't something you do, love is being. Love is not trying, love is being. Love is not finding the right person, it is becoming the right person. (Eric Butterworth, in The Commitment of Love)

It is better to be hated for what you are than to be loved for what you are not. (Andre Gide, French writer)

Love lies somewhere between mercy and judgment. (Dr. Paul Brenner)
The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies, probably because they are generally the same people. (G. K. Chesterton)

Love is like the native who made a new boomerang but never got to use it because he kept trying to throw the old one away. We never really plumb the depths of love because we never try to give enough away. (Jim Ockley)

The craving for romantic love is a distinct biological urge, separate from sexual arousal, says a new study. Researchers scanned the brains of college students who described themselves as deeply infatuated, and found that the neural pathways that were lighting up were similar to those that drive thirst, hunger, and drug addiction. The most passionately “in love” had intense levels of activity in their caudate nucleus, a region of the brain activated by anticipation of a reward. Anthropologist Helen Fisher tells The New York Times that people freshly in love become lost in their cravings, with each exhilarating encounter with their love object functioning like a bit of cocaine to an addict. “When you’re in the throes,” Fisher said, “it’s overwhelming. You’re out of control, you’re irrational. This drive for romantic love can be stronger than the will to live.” When love is suddenly withdrawn by a breakup, cravings actually intensify for a time – explaining why lovers go through an agonizing period of withdrawal similar to going “cold turkey” from drugs. (The Week magazine, June 17, 2005)

When you’re in love, your eyes light up, your face lights up – and apparently, so do four tiny bits of your brain. “It is the common denominator of romantic love,” says Andreas Bartels, a research fellow at University College London. Bartels used functional MRI to examine eleven women and six men who said they were truly in love – statements backed up by psychological tests. When the subjects were shown photographs of their sweethearts, different areas of the brain scan lit up – indicating higher blood flow – than when they were shown pictures of friends. These “love spots” were near, but not the same as, sections that become active when someone is feeling simple lust. Looking at pictures of their dearest also reduced activity in three larger areas of the brain known to be active when people are upset or depressed. (Janet McConnaughey in Reader’s Digest)

Love is indeed the fire of life. It is like the fire that Moses saw in the burning bush. The bush burned with fire and the bush was not consumed. The energy of love is everywhere present, all-powerful and all-knowing. (Jack E. Addington)
If you but love, you may do as you incline. (St. Augustine)
If that butterfly doesn’t warm its body to at least 81 degrees F, it can’t fly. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 77)
Love cannot be forced, love cannot be coaxed and teased. It comes out of heaven, unasked and unsought. (Pearl Buck)

I can't give you love, and you can't give me love. I can provide a radiation of consciousness which creates an environment in which you find it comfortable and convenient and relaxing so that you can love yourself. (Eric Butterworth, in The Commitment of Love)
One year of bliss: The first flush of love is just a chemical reaction that fades after a year, a new study says. The euphoria, feelings of dependence, and stomach butterflies that envelop new lovers ar4e the effects of nerve growth factor (NGF), a protein that floods the bloodstream at the onset of a romantic relationship. Pierluigi Politi of the University of Pavia in Italy found that by the time most of the 58 couples he studied had been together for a year, their NGF levels had returned to normal. Even if they still loved each other, it wasn’t the same as when they’d first fallen. “The love became more stable,” he tells BBC News. “Romantic love seemed to have ended.” Some scientists say the study suggests that monogamy isn’t a natural state – at least not for a lifetime. “While we are pair-bonding species,” says psychologist Dr. Lance Workman, “there is some doubt over whether this is within monogamous relationships or not.” (The Week magazine, December 16, 2005)
A chemist who can extract from his heart's element, compassion, respect, longing, patience, regret, surprise and forgiveness and compound them into one can create that atom which is called love. (Kahlil Gibran) 

Loving a child doesn’t mean giving in to all his whims; to love him is to bring out the best in him, to teach him to love what is difficult. (Nadia Boulanger)

Childhood today is too hurried and fast. Development is a process, not a race. Women feel that if they can run a big ad agency or write a column or present a show, by golly, they can make the best child that’s ever been. To me, the most important thing one can give a child is genuinely unconditional love. That is what self-esteem and self-confidence are founded on. When you push a child to do things early or to be the best at gymnastics or dancing class, you imply, “I love you more when you win.” That is very damaging. (Penelope Leach, in the New York Times)
Love is not a single act, but a climate in which we live, a lifetime venture in which we are always learning, discovering, growing. It is not destroyed by a single failure, or won by a single caress. Love is a climate – a climate of the heart. (Ardis Whitman, in Reader’s Digest)
In Margaret Walker’s novel Jubilee, Vyry, the mother, speaks of her commitment to love. “Keeping hatred inside makes you git mean and evil inside. We supposen to love everybody like God loves us. And when you forgives you feels sorry for the one what hurt you, you returns love for hate, and good for evil. And that stretches your heart and makes you bigger inside with a bigger heart so’s you can love everybody. You can lick the world with a loving heart.” (Pulpit Digest)
Love is a strange commodity, because you can't import it if you don't also export it. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
The one who loves the least controls the relationship. (Robert Anthony)

Saying “I love you” is a conversation, not a message. (Douglas Stone, in USA Weekend)
No one single person, church, or organization has got a corner on love, because love is a circle and circles don't have corners. (David J. Seibert)
The love of one's country is a splendid thing. But why should love stop at the border? (Pablo Casals)
Ptolemy, ruler over Egypt, was severely criticized because he treated prisoners and enemies of war too easily, because he did not destroy them, as was the custom.  He retorted, “What, do I not destroy my enemies when I befriend them?” The world may yet come to realize that the only way to destroy enemies is to destroy enmity. There are no enemies where love reigns. An enemy has no power over you unless you let him shut your consciousness off from the current of God’s love that is seeking free expression through you. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 65)

Those who love deeply never grow old; they may die of old age, but they die young. (Sir Arthur Wing Pinero, English dramatist)

What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, for all that we love deeply becomes part of us. (Helen Keller)

Love is an irresistible desire to be irresistibly desired. (Robert Frost)

Love is the desire to bless with everything you have. (Reg Goff)

Love loves details. (Marc Gafni)

Love never dies of a natural death. It dies because we don’t know how to replenish its source, it dies of blindness and errors and betrayals. It dies of illness and wounds, it dies of weariness, or witherings, of tarnishings. (Anais Nin, in The Four-Chambered Heart)

You’re making it very difficult for me to go on hating you. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

There is no difficulty that enough love will not conquer; no disease that enough love will not heal; no door that enough love will not open; no gulf that enough love will not bridge; no wall that enough love will not throw down; no wrong that enough love will not set right; it makes no difference how deeply seated may be the trouble; how helpless the outlook; how muddled the tangle; how great the mistake; a sufficient realization of love will dissolve it all -- if only you will love enough, you will be the happiest, most powerful being in the world. (Emmet Fox)

The truth is that there is only one terminal dignity – love. And the story of a love is not important – what is important is that one is capable of love. It is perhaps the only glimpse we are permitted of eternity. (Helen Hayes, American actress)

Love is the dimension that lies beyond the reason; it is the reality. (Walter Fiscus)

They are true disciples of Christ, not who know most, but who love most. (Frederich Spanheim)

Love is but the discovery of ourselves in others, and the delight in the recognition. (Alexander Smith)
I think the biggest disease this world suffers from in this day and age is the disease of people feeling unloved, and I know that I can give love for a minute, for a half an hour, for a day, for a month, but I can give. I'm very happy to do that and I want to do that. (Princess Diana)
There is no disguise which can for long conceal love where it exists or simulate it where it does not. (Francois de La Rochefoucauld)
It's when you're dissatisfied with yourself that you're most apt to fall in love. That's the theory of expert Theodor Reik. Partly a matter of ego, he has said. You find an object of affection to offset uneasiness brought on by your momentary low regard of yourself. (L. M. Boyd)

Only love can be divided endlessly and still not diminish. (Anne Morrow Lindbergh)

Divine love is impersonal. It loves for the sake of loving. It is not concerned with what or who it loves, nor with the return of love. Like the sun, its joy is in the shining forth of its nature. (Charles Fillmore)
Meeting aggression with aggression is a natural reaction with most of us, yet it is seldom the best way to solve the problem. A man moved into a new neighborhood. Next door was a large, mean, ugly dog. Every time the man passed the house next door, the dog would run at him, barking viciously. But the man was as wise with dogs as with men. He did not attempt to drive off the dog by going after him with a stick or a rock. Nor did he complain angrily to the dog’s owner, or call the police. Instead, he set out to make friends with the dog. Each day as he passed he would talk to the dog in a friendly voice. And each day he would bring the dog a biscuit. Before many days had passed the dog ceased his belligerence, and every time he saw the man coming, he ran out to meet him with tail wagging. Soon the two were great friends. (Bits & Pieces)  

Nobody can fully understand the meaning of love unless he’s owned a dog. He can show you more honest affection with a flick of his tail than a man can gather through a lifetime of handshakes. (Gene Hill, in Tears and Laughter)

Dogs teach us about faith, trust and devotion. They teach us how to devotedly serve a higher master, how to attend and wait and how to let go of a grudge. But most of all, they teach us about the meaning and experience of unconditional love. (Lama Surya Das, in Dog Is My Co-Pilot)
A pack of dogs roaming a garbage dump in Calcutta came across an abandoned baby and kept a night-long vigil protecting the infant, according to the Press Trust of India. The dogs then followed a woman who took the child to a police station and stood outside, apparently concerned over the baby’s fate. Authorities could not find the child’s parents and sent it to Mother Theresa’s abandoned children’s home.  Earlier press reports telling of hungry dogs eating newborn babies in state-run hospitals were in contrast to this tale of canine compassion. (Rocky Mountain News, 1996)

Dolly says to her Mom while showing her a picture that she and PJ have been drawing: “Up here he drew a heart, and that squiggle spells ‘Mommy,’ and down here it says ‘Love, PJ.’” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

The 1992 Olympics are now history, but while they were in progress a few months back, we remembered the story of Henry Pearce of Australia, who was competing in the single scull rowing event at the 1928 Olympics. He was leading when a duck and her string of ducklings came into view up ahead. They were on a collision course and Pearce reckoned that his scull would cut the string in two and sink a few ducklings in the process, so he pulled in his oars. When the ducks passed, Pearce again bent his back to the task. There’s a happy ending to the story. Pearce won. Usually, acts of sportsmanship result in defeat. (Bits & Pieces)

When you love someone you do not love them all the time, in exactly the same way, from moment to moment. It is an impossibility. It is even a lie to pretend to. And yet this is exactly what most of us demand. We have so little faith in the ebb and flow of life, of love, and relationships. We leap at the flow of the tide and resist in terror its ebb. We are afraid it will never return. We insist on permanency, on duration, on continuity; when the only continuity possible in life, as in love, is achieved through growth, fluidity, and freedom. (Anne Morrow Lindberg)

People think love is an emotion. Love is good sense. (Ken Kesey)
Love endures only when the lovers love many things together and not merely each other. (Walter Lippmann)

Loving your enemies is where the rubber of Christianity hits the road. (Honor Hill, a Christian Scientist in Dallas)
The man said to God: “I have done wonderful things for the world.” God answered: “But how much did you enjoy loving.” (David J. Seibert)

Love is the true means by which the world is enjoyed: our love to others, and others’ love to us. (Thomas Traherne)

The one thing we can never get enough of is love. And the one thing we never give enough of is love. (Henry Miller)

Even when love isn’t enough, somehow it is. (Stephen King, author)

There's no escape: You have to give love to get love. This can seem like a platitude until you realize what it requires. It means giving love in response to coldness. It means returning anger with love. (Mira Kirshenbaum, author and columnist)

Dolly kneels on her bed and prays: “. . . and I love everybody in the world, even though I don’t know some of them.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

I have loved many things which no longer exist – and some which never did. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

We are loved by an expert in the field. (J. Sig Paulson, Unity minister)
We cannot be fully alive until we express the love we have. We don’t have to receive it from others. In fact, we can’t receive love from others! We have no room for it. All that we can do is to allow others’ love for us to be a catalyst for the release of our own love. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 256)
Do ordinary things with extraordinary love. (Mother Teresa)

To fall in love is to create a religion that has a fallible god. (Jorge Luis Borges)

The person you fall in love with is a person who is able to show you an aspect of you that you denied in yourself. (Dr. Paul Brenner)

If you fall in love there is no hope for you unless you can rise in love, unless you can recover your balance. (Eric Butterworth, in The Commitment of Love)

When you fall in love, your brain produces a chemical that picks up your pulse rate, increases your energy level, and gives you a happy, dreamy feeling. What’s it called? Phenylethylamine. Some candy sellers insist it also comes naturally in chocolate. (L. M. Boyd)

Faults are thick where love is thin. (British proverb)
If you wish to be loved, show more of your faults than your virtues. (Edward Bulwer-Lytton)

You cannot love anyone unless you also love his faults. (Old Spanish saying)

All our loves are first loves. (Susan Fromberg Schaeffer, in Mainland)

Love is the strongest force the world possesses, and yet it is the humblest imaginable. (Mohandas K. Gandhi)

Never forget that I love you – and don’t let me forget it either. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Love is not enough. It must be the foundation, the cornerstone – but not the complete structure. It is much too pliable, to yielding. (Bette Davis, American actress)

One word frees us of all the weight and pains of life. The word is love. (Sophocles)

Love is a fruit in season at all times, and within reach of every hand. (Mother Teresa)

It is not in finding the right person, but in being the right person that leads to the fulfillment in love. (Dr. Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)

When 20-year-old Angela Saraiva of Salta, Argentina, went missing after a party, her mother became distraught. Her worst fears were apparently confirmed when she identified what she thought was her daughter's body at the morgue. The funeral was in full swing the next day when Saraiva herself showed up. “My parents thought I was this woman because she looked just like me,” she said. “This whole experience made me realize how much my friends and family love me, and how much they would miss me if I die. That made me feel important.” (The Week magazine, January 27, 2006)

Love is a game that two can play and both win. (Sam Ewing)

There is no garment more becoming than love, no cosmetic more glamorizing. Some say that when beauty fades, love goes. Isn’t it the other way around? Beauty fades only when love is gone. (Marjorie Holmes, in A Time to Love)

The greatest of gifts is love. All other gifts are the symbols of affection. Love is the real thing! (Dr. Fenwicke Holmes)
If we give love, we become love. (Donald Curtis)
One would think that of all the places to find a definition of God, the Bible would be the first place to look. Yet John was the only writer in the Bible to define God, and he used only three words to define the Undefinable: “God is love” (1 John 4:8). How simple.  How succinct. How complete. How utterly perfect! God is love. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 259)
Let us love God, but let it be with the strength of our arms and the sweat of our brows. (St. Vincent de Paul)

Let God be love in us. (Meister Eckhart)

The Bible says, We love because he first loved us. God’s love is everywhere present. God loves you first. Therefore, when you start loving God, you don’t have to make God be there. Love is always waiting for you. When you start loving God, you start loving love, and you let love be expressed in your life. (Jack E. Addington)

A man is only as good as what he loves. (Saul Bellow, American author)
One Friday afternoon last August, a three-year-old boy visiting the Brookfield Zoo in Chicago decided he wanted a closer look at the gorillas. He wiggled away from his parents, clambered over a railing, and fell into the enclosure. Knocked unconscious by the 20-foot fall, he lay helplessly on the ground. Moments later, one of the gorillas, Binti Jua, with her own 17-month-old infant riding on her back, walked over, gently picked the boy up and carried him to a door where she was accustomed to seeing her keepers. “We arrived about 20 seconds after the boy had fallen,” says chief keeper Craig Demitros.  Demitros’s crew used fire hoses to direct Binti and the other gorillas out of the enclosure, after which paramedics tended to the boy -- who escaped with a broken hand and some bruises. The story made news around the world, with many of the reports citing Binti’s behavior as evidence of remarkable compassion and understanding. (Barbie Bischof, in Discover Magazine)
We do not fall in love; we grow in love, and love grows in us. (Karl Menninger)
Luther Burbank, who had such tremendous success with growing things, when asked the secret of his success, replied, “I just love them.” (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 65)

Love is not so simple and malleable as many suppose. Put it in prison and it dies. Restrict it and it turns into hate. Force it and it disappears. You cannot will love, nor even control it. You can only guide its expression. It comes or it goes according to those qualities in life that invite it or deny its presence. (David Seabury)

The greatest happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved, loved for ourselves, or rather loved in spite of ourselves. (Victor Hugo)

You’re making it extremely hard for me not to love you. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
It is our right to hate the actions of an evil person, but because that person’s deepest self is the image of God, it is our duty to honor him or her with love. (Abraham Isaac Kook)

Hatreds never cease by hatreds. By love alone they cease. (Buddha)

She chased him until he caught her. But she boasted to all of her friends: “He didn't have a chance.” But neither did love have a chance. (Eric Butterworth, in The Commitment of Love)

Love has a hem to her garment that reaches the very dust. It sweeps the streets and lanes, and because it can, it must. (Mother Teresa)
In the home my grandmother created, I find the beginnings of the love I have inherited. (Lois Wyse, in Funny, You Don’t Look like a Grandmother)
An anthropologist once asked a Hopi why so many of his people's songs were about rain. The Hopi replied that it was because water is so scarce. Is that why so many of your songs are about love? (Gregory McNamee)
Some say they love God but not men. But how can we love harmony and not music? How can we love light and not the morning? How can we love nature and not the spring? How can we love God and not the likeness of God, which is man? (James Dillet Freeman)

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. I love thee to the depth and breadth and height my soul can reach, when feeling out of sight for the ends of Being and ideal Grace. I love thee to the level of everyday’s most quiet need, by sun and candle-light. I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. I love thee with the passion put to use in my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith. I love thee with a love I seemed to lose with my lost saints, – I love thee with the breath, smiles, tears, of all my life! – and, if God chooses, I shall but love thee better after death. (Elizabeth Barrett Browning)

It’s never too early to be hugged. You don’t know when it might be too late. (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Being loved and loving is much more important than being right. (Jane Nelsen, in Serenity)

Wife says to husband: “Duncan gets so insecure when anyone else gets affection.” Dog: “I just don’t want you running out of love!” (Chris Browne, in Raising Duncan comic strip)

What’s irritating about love is it’s a crime that requires an accomplice. (Baudelaire, poet)

Love is most nearly itself when here and now cease to matter. (T. S. Eliot, poet)

When Jesus talks about giving and serving and loving one’s neighbor (even loving an enemy) it would seem that his ideals were completely impractical and unsuited for life in our times. These ideals are the very practical means of setting up causes that will have good effects in our life. They simply stress the importance of making positive deposits in the cosmic bank, to insure the flow of good. (Eric Butterworth, in Discover the Power Within You)

Jesus thought it so important he made it a commandment. I give you a new commandment, he said, Love one another. (Jack E. Addington)

The true and noble way to kill a foe is not to kill him; you, with kindness, may so change him, that he shall cease to be so, and then he's slain. (Alain)
Kindness consists in loving people more than they deserve. (Joseph Joubert, French moralist)

The greatest virtue is kindness. You can’t love everyone, but you can be kind to everyone. (Land Title Guarantee Company calendar)
There is one couple I shall always remember from my days as a hospital admitting clerk. The husband, a heart-attack victim, was immediately whisked away by the staff. Hours passed, though, before his wife was allowed to see him. She was dismayed to find him hooked up to elaborate machines that blipped, hissed and beeped.  She tiptoed toward his bed and, bending over him, whispered, “George, I’m here.” Then she kissed him. Suddenly there was a blippety-blip-blip from the equipment. “He was okay,” she later explained. “But after forty-seven years of marriage it’s nice to know that I can still make his heart skip when I kiss him.” (Katie Barnes, in Reader’s Digest)

In labors of love, every day is payday. Quoted by Gaines Brewster, in Lithonia, Ga. Observer)

Laughter between two is sometimes a closer act of love than any other. (Oswald Wynd, in The Ginger Tree)

It is not scientific or even truthful to say “you can have any thing you want.” If we could have any thing we wanted – without obeying the law of Love – the world would soon be a madhouse. If selfish people could reach out and get every thing they wanted, what a world this would be! How people would be grabbing for each other’s prized possessions! (Jack H. Holland)

There is a Law that man should love his neighbor as himself. In a few hundred years it should be as natural to mankind as breathing or the upright gait; but if he does not learn it he must perish. (Alfred Adler, American psychoanalyst)

The Laws of Love: 

1. If something can go right, it will. 

2. Nothing is too good to be true. Only what is good is true.

3. Ease is more effective than struggle.

4. Love is the Law that always works. 

5. Life takes care of those who love.

6. You are safe now. Danger seems real only in the past and future.

7. Asking for what you want increases your chance of getting it.

8. Idols always fall on those who worship them.

9. No door closes without a wider door opening.

10.  Death is but a shadow. 

11.  Life just keeps finding new and more joyful forms to express itself. 

12.  Life is good, and it only gets better. (Alan Cohen, in Heartlines)
You cannot leave a situation without spiritual injury unless you leave it lovingly. (Peace Pilgrim)
After Katarina Witt of East Germany won the Olympic gold medal in woman's figure skating in 1984, she received 35,000 love letters. (The Winter Olympics Issue, 1992)

Love lights more fire than hate extinguishes. (Ella Wheeler Wilcox)

There is a love like a small lamp, which goes out when the oil is consumed; or like a stream, which dries up when it doesn’t rain. But there is a love that is like a mighty spring gushing up out of the earth; it keeps flowing forever, and is inexhaustible. (Isaac of Ninevah)

You can love a person deeply and sincerely whom you do not like. You can like a person passionately whom you do not love. (Robert Hugh Benson, English author and clergyman)

Abraham Lincoln amazed the nation by putting into his Cabinet his foremost political enemies. As Secretary of War he chose Stanton, who had sneeringly characterized him as a clown and a gorilla. He made Seward Secretary of State, knowing well that Seward regarded himself as much the abler man. Chase, his Secretary of the Treasury, used his Cabinet influence to promote his own chances for the presidential nomination. It meant nothing to Lincoln so long as Chase kept the confidence of the country and did his work well. When McClellan snubbed him brutally, and Lincoln was urged to replace him, he replied: “I will hold McClellan’s horse if only he will give us victories.” (Sunshine magazine)
Love does not consist in gazing at each other, but in looking outward together in the same direction. (Antoine de Saint-Exupery)
If you think I have nothing better to do than love you madly, you’re perfectly right. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
When love is not madness, it is not love. (Pedro Calderon de la Barca, Spanish dramatist)

The magic of first love is our ignorance that it can ever end. (Benjamin Disraeli)

Love doesn’t make the world go ‘round. Love is what makes the ride worthwhile. (Franklin P. Jones)

He is in Love, though he may not always manifest it. (Edith Cross)
Many people want to love me – but I think I could fit you in. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Someday, after we have mastered the winds, the waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God the energies of love. Then, for the second time in the history of the world, man will have discovered fire. (Pierre Teilhard de Chardin)

The Greeks used two words in relation to love: agape, meaning God’s love expressed in and through life, and eros, meaning human love. Think of agape love as being completely unconditioned. This means where there are not “ifs” or “but”; no circumstances or conditions dependent upon some particular event or experience. (Jack Addington)

A wise physician said to me, “I have been practicing medicine for 30 years, and I have prescribed many things. But in the long run I have learned that for most of what ails the human creature the best medicine is love.” “What if it doesn't work?” I asked. “Double the dose,” he replied. (Howard Whitman, Register and Tribune Syndicate)

My own mother used to be very busy the whole day, but as soon as evening came, she moved very fast to get ready to meet my father. At that time we didn’t understand; we used to laugh; we used to tease her; but now I remember what a tremendous, delicate love she had for him. It didn’t matter what happened that day; she was ready with a smile to meet him. (Mother Teresa, in Love: A Fruit Always in Season)

If you miss love you miss life. (Leo Buscaglia)
Love is the heart’s true mission, the mind’s nutrition, and the body’s physician. (William Arthur Ward)
The moment you have in your heart this extraordinary thing called love and feel the depth, the delight, the ecstasy of it, you will discover that the world is transformed. (J. Krishnamurti)

The effort of loving certain difficult people keeps my love-muscles very well exercised. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots) 
What the world really needs is more love and less paperwork. (Pearl Bailey)

A highly respected minister was eating lunch at the Unity Inn when the conversation turned to love. His comment was: “The hardest commandment I have to keep is the one to love your neighbor as yourself. I’ve seen how my neighbors love themselves – and I don’t want to be treated like that!” So . . . how are you loving yourself today? (S.C.U.C.A., Regional Reporter)

The love of our neighbor in all its fullness simply means being able to say . . . “What are you going through?” (Simmone Well)

Love your neighbors, but don’t pull down the fence. (Chinese proverb)

The greatest possible way to practice non-resistance is to know that God is always present, despite whatever may seen to be. This, of course, is what is meant by LOVE. We find that all paths of freedom, understanding and expression lead to the great commandment: Love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your might. (Jack H. Holland)

First girl: “What's that?” Second girl: “A note from Leopoldo. The note reads: I love you. If you don't want to love me back please pass this on to someone else. Thanks. Leo.” (Cantu & Castellanos, in Baldo comic strip)

Love can be felt for another, but love is not primarily a relationship to a specific person. In other words, it does not need an object on which to focus. It’s like a powerful floodlight which brightens an entire room, rather than a flashlight which illuminates only where it is pointed. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 260)

God, who is the essence of love, created all creation for the purpose of love. An individual cannot love independently; it takes both a subject and an object to love. What God needs absolutely, therefore, is an object who He can love. (Rev. Moon)

What is your favorite occupation? Loving. (Marcel Proust, in 1892, at the age of 20)
A young man once talked with people of many races and creeds. Each told him of the oldest thing in the world. He determined to find it. He walked many miles and was often rewarded by beautiful vistas before him; but always when he heard of a very ancient thing and went to see it, someone told him of another much older...After many years he returned home, an old man, still not having found that for which he was in search. One day as he sat in his garden, a little girl passed holding an old doll tenderly in her arms.  He watched her smooth its rough, tangled hair and speak to it as a mother would to her baby. “At least,” he sighed, “here is the oldest thing in the world. It is love!” (Ethel F. Saunders, Rosicrucian Digest) 
In love, one and one are one. (Jean-Paul Sartre)

The opposite of love is not hate but indifference. (Elie Wiesel)

An optimist is in love with life; a pessimist is in love with strife. (Rose L. Korotkin, in The Saturday Evening Post))

A little eight-year-old girl in a Pennsylvania orphanage was shy, unattractive and regarded as a problem by the teachers. Two other asylums had her transferred, and now the director and her assistants were seeking some pretext for getting rid of her. An ironclad rule was that any communication from a child in the institution had to be approved before it could be mailed. The little girl had been observed stealing down to the main gate and carefully hiding a letter in a tree. The director and her assistant hurried down to the brick wall. Sure enough, the note was visible through the dark branches of the big tree. The director pounced on it and tore open the envelope. Then without speaking she passed the note to her assistant. It read, “To anybody who finds this: I love you.” (Cadle Call) 

If we are to love our neighbor as ourself we have to find something to love in ourself! (Fern M. Hook)

As I see it, we know we’re truly grown up when we stop trying to fix people. About all we can really do for people is love them and treat them with kindness. That goes for ourselves, too. That goes for ourselves especially. (Philip Simmons)

In thousands of years, humanity may outgrow both love and cruelty, but I hope cruelty goes first. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

I’m not yet in so much pain that I won’t feel it if you stop loving me. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
In every pardon, there is love. (Welsh proverb)

The path of love to God realization is unique because not only is it the most important but because it permeates all paths. (William Parker)

Paul now gives us some of the things that love is not. Love is not jealous or boastful, not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful. When a person expresses any of the foregoing traits, those things which love is not, one feels it and notices it. All those traits are basically expressions of fear. (Jack E. Addington)

People love others not for who they are, but for how they make us feel. (Irwin Federman)

Love is never any better than the lover. Wicked people love wickedly, violent people love violently, weak people love weakly, stupid people love stupidly. (Toni Morrison)

If I truly love one person I love all persons, I love the world, I love life. If I can say to somebody else, “I love you,” I must be able to say, “I love you in everybody, I love through you the world, I love in you also myself.” (Dr. Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)

Looking for love on the Web is big business. Personals generated $302 million in revenue in 2002, or 63 percent of all paid content online, according to research from comScore and the Online Publishers Association. For example, personals helped drive Yahoo’s first-quarter paid subscription revenue up 61 percent, to $63.7 million. (Rocky Mountain News, June 9, 2003)

Photographer James Van Der Zee says of a youthful photograph of his wife displayed in his apartment: “When she was young I loved her because she was beautiful. When she got old I loved her because I knew her.” (Clinton Cox, in New York Sunday News magazine)

On a walk with my 4-year-old grandson, I said to him, “Allen, Grandma loves you to pieces.” To my surprise, Allen looked up at me, gave me a big smile and said, “Grandma, I love you whole.” (Susie Jeschke, in Country Extra magazine)

Most popular postage stamp ever printed said simply: “Love.” (L. M. Boyd)
Love has the power to turn something less into something more. (Frank Freed, clinical psychologist)

Power of Love: Oh! are there heights thy feet would press? See Love, the key to all Success. It fits all doors, it turns all locks; it leads the way through walls and rocks; it lifts the bolt, unbars the gate and shows us where Life’s treasures wait. (Ella Wheeler Wilcox)

Love is the greatest power, but nobody has yet discovered how to put it into a bomb. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

THE SURPRISING POWER OF LOVE: I was having trouble with a very difficult person at work. I began to call on Divine Love to help me. While she has not changed very much, I am happy to say I have! This means she no longer bothers me. I am no longer troubled by what she does or says. And I have even found myself praying for her. Yes, Divine Love has “done a number” on me. Indiana. (Catherine Ponder, in Keys to Prosperity newsletter)
Love is a present that should never be left unopened! (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
A college professor had his sociology class go into the Baltimore slums to get case histories of 200 young boys. They were asked to write an evaluation of each boy's future. In every case the students wrote, “He hasn't got a chance.” Twenty-five years later another sociology professor came across the earlier study. He had his students follow up on the project to see what had happened to these boys. With the exception of 20 boys who had moved away or died, the students learned that 176 of the remaining 180 had achieved more than ordinary success as lawyers, doctors and businessmen. The professor was astounded and decided to pursue the matter further. Fortunately all the men were in the area and he was able to ask each one, “How do you account for your success?” In each case the reply came with feeling, “There was a teacher.” The teacher was still alive, so he sought her out and asked the old but still alert lady what magic formula she had used to pull these boys out of the slums into successful achievements. The teacher's eyes sparkled and her lips broke into a gentle smile. “It's really very simple,” she said. “I loved those boys.” (Eric Butterworth)

Why do so many of the things I love have to be protected from each other? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
A store owner was tacking a sign above his door that read “Puppies For Sale.” Signs like that have a way of attracting small children, and sure enough, a little boy appeared under the store owner’s sign. “How much are you going to sell the puppies for?” he asked. The store owner replied, “Anywhere from $30 to $50.” The little boy reached in his pocket and pulled out some change. “I have $2.37,” he said. “Can I please look at them?” The store owner smiled and whistled and out of the kennel came Lady, who ran down the aisle of his store followed by five teeny, tiny balls of fur. One puppy was lagging considerably behind. Immediately the little boy singled out the lagging, limping puppy and said, “What’s wrong with that little dog?” The store owner explained that the veterinarian had examined the little puppy and had discovered it didn’t have a hip socket.  It would always limp. It would always be lame. The little boy became excited. “That is the little puppy that I want to buy.” The store owner said, “No, you don’t want to buy that little dog. If you really want him, I’ll just give him to you.” The little boy got quite upset. He looked straight into the store owner’s eyes, pointing his finger, and said, “I don’t want you to give him to me. That little dog is worth every bit as much as all the other dogs and I’ll pay full price.  In fact, I’ll give you $2.37 now, and 50 cents a month until I have him paid for.” The store owner countered, “You really don’t want to buy this little dog. He is never going to be able to run and jump and play with you like the other puppies.” To this, the little boy reached down and rolled up his pant leg to reveal a badly twisted, crippled left leg supported by a big metal brace.  He looked up at the store owner and softly replied, “Well, I don’t run so well myself, and the little puppy will need someone who understands!” (Dan Clark, in Weathering the Storm)
Love is like quicksilver in the hand. Leave the fingers open and it stays. Clutch it, and it darts away. (Dorothy Parker, American writer)

Love is the difficult realization that something other than oneself is real. (Novelist Iris Murdoch)

Any reason for loving me is a good one. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Looking back, I have this to regret, that too often when I loved, I did not say so. (David Grayson)
How do you define a loving relationship? “A loving relationship is one in which the individuals involved grow in their understanding and loving acceptance of each others differences and encourages each person to reach out and share as much beauty and love as is possible to find.” (Leo Buscaglia, in Loving Each Other)

Sometimes it’s hard to remember why I love you, can you give me a hint? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
The greatest good you can do for another is not just to share your riches but to reveal to him his own. (Benjamin Disraeli)

Smokey Robinson has written many classic love songs, including My Girl and I Second That Emotion. But love, says the 67-yar-old pop-soul legend, is something he’s only come to understand late in life. “I had a few girlfriends,” he tells Laura Barton in the London Guardian, “and I thought I loved them. But a lot of the time when you think you’re in love, you’re not. I’m married to a woman now that I love more than I’ve ever loved anybody.” That romance, with his second wife, Frances, took a long time to ripen. “She’s my friend, and I’ve known her for 25 years. We were never romantic – I’d never touched her like that until six years ago. After I got divorced from my first wife, I said I would never get married again. Just be a bachelor the rest of my life and have me some fun! That’s what I had planned. And now I’m married to this woman that I’ve known all these years, not thinking about her romantically.” He blushes just thinking about it. “So I told you about love: You never know.” (The Week magazine, July 20, 2007)

Many lonely sailors have been cheered by the flashing signal from Minot’s light off Scituate, Massachusetts. The signal spells “I love you” in nautical code. Several years ago the Coast Guard decided to replace the old equipment. They announced that for technical reasons the new machines would be unable to flash the “I love you” message. The public protested, and the Coast Guard weakened. The old equipment remains and continues to sends its message of cheer to sailors. (Paul Lee Tan, in Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, p. 756)

One need not be a saint in order to love. But it would appear that only someone who has loved can be a saint. (Robert Ellsberg)

In 1925, two young medical school graduates and their father started a tiny sanitarium for mental patients on a farm outside Topeka, Kansas. At a time when the “rest cure” was in vogue in psychiatry, this father-and-son team determined to create a family atmosphere among their patients. The nurses were given specific training on how they were to behave toward specific patients: “Let him know that you value and like him.” “Be kind but firm with this woman--don't let her become worse.” Those young doctors were Karl and William Menninger, and the Menninger Clinic, using such “revolutionary” methods, has become world famous. Karl Menninger, summing up, said, “Love is the medicine for the sickness of mankind. We can live if we have love.” (Glenn Van Ekeren, in The Speaker's Sourcebook , p. 254)

An old proverb of the Philippines goes: “To those we love we say the least.” (L. M. Boyd)
When I was a child, love to me was what the sea is to a fish: something to swim in while you are going about the important affairs of life. (P. L. Travers, in New York Times Magazine)

Those who go searching for love only make manifest their own lovelessness. (D. H. Lawrence)

To love another person is to see the face of God. (Les Miserables)

Husband: “Did you have a nice talk with Timbo?” Wife: “Yes - my sister knows that I love her more than anyone else in the world does. And it really bugs her!” (Chris Browne, in Raising Duncan comic strip)

For fifty years a woman in Rotterdam tried in vain to give up smoking. Then love did what willpower had failed to accomplish for the 78-year-old woman. When her 79-year-old suitor proposed marriage – on condition that she give up cigarettes, cigars and pipes – she immediately gave them up. “Love did it,” she explained. Love is greater than willpower. The transforming power of love works miracles. It makes friends of enemies; it brings peace out of the ashes of conflict; it builds trust from the ruins of infidelity. Love is greater than hate. The positive power of love is mightier than the negative power of hate. The healing power of love is stronger than the crippling power of hate. The creative power of love is greater than the destructive power of hate. Love did it! Love can do it again. Love is the answer. (William Arthur Ward)
Love consists in this: that two solitudes protect and touch and greet each other. (Rainer Maria Rilke, in Unity Magazine)

Love is somewhere you want to be, with someone you want to be with. (Tribune Media Services)

Four out of five American songs deal with love. Of these, one of five deals with the sorrow of the separated lover trying to start over. (L. M. Boyd)
Love makes your soul crawl out from its hiding place. (Zora Neale Hurston)

Out of love you can speak with straight fury. (Eudora Welty)

Man is essentially a spiritual being, this world is essentially a spiritual world, and the underlying controlling force is spiritual law. When we really “fall in love” with this spiritual essence, or establish our spiritual unity with it, when we recognize that this is a good world and that all people are innately good people – then we will see with a single eye. We will see that goodness in all people and we will draw goodness from them. (Eric Butterworth)

Spread love everywhere you go: first of all in your own house. Give love to your children, to your wife or husband, to a next door neighbor. Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living expression of God's kindness; kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile, kindness in your warm greeting. Love is a fruit in season at all times, and within reach of every hand. (Mother Teresa)

We are told that people stay in love because of chemistry, or because they remain intrigued with each other, because of many kindnesses, because of luck. But part of it has got to be forgiveness and gratefulness. The understanding that although you’re no bargain, you love and you are loved. Anyway. (Ellen Goodman, in Washington Post Writers Group)

If you got the love coming through you and it sticks, only then can you give it away. (Denis Waitley)
The young desperately crave physical affection. Howard Maxwell of Los Angeles is a man in tune with his times. So when his four-year-old daughter Melinda acquired a fixation for “The Three Little Pigs” and demanded that he read it to her night after night, Maxwell, very pleased with himself, tape-recorded the story. When Melinda next asked for it, he simply switched on the playback. This worked for a couple of nights, but then one evening Melinda pushed the storybook at her father. “Now, honey,” he said, “you know how to turn on the recorder.” “Yes,” said Melinda, “but I can't sit on its lap.” (Glenn Van Ekeren, in The Speaker's Sourcebook , p. 248)

Love gives you strength – but those who most need strength are those who must live without love. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Lucy: “Now that you and I are through, Schroeder, why don’t you stop hanging around my house?” Schroeder: “This isn’t your house. This is my house!” Lucy: “It’s amazing how stupid you can be when you’re in love.” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)

The more efficient a force is, the more silent and the more subtle it is. Love is the most subtle force in the world. (Lewis Fischer, in The Essential Gandhi)

A woman in Pittsburgh opened a restaurant and candy shop in a place where two owners had failed miserably before her. She was a brilliant success. When asked how she had succeeded in the same business where others had failed, she said: “I just loved and blessed all my customers. I loved them all as Jesus taught us to do. I love the complaining man as well as the satisfied customers. When customers leave my place I do not only invite them to come back, I silently send them a blessing of love and pray for their prosperity and happiness. When no customers are in the store I bless the people with love as they pass by on the street.” (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 66)

True love says, “Love me – or I suffer!” Infatuation says, “Love me – or I’ll make YOU suffer!” (Helen Rowland, American journalist and humorist)

To love and be loved is to feel the sun from both sides. (David Viscott, psychiatrist)

Love means being sure, without ever having to test. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

There is no surprise more magical than the surprise of being loved. (Charles Morgan)
Love makes you look taller, body language experts say. What they may mean is it inspires the slump out of a once-loveless posture. (L. M. Boyd)

A small town school teacher in a New England town had a tremendous success in firing her pupils with the spark of success and well-being.  Somehow she made them believe they lived in a fine world, where a miracle could happen any morning, and they were fortunate and wonderful, with a lot of talent. Someone visited her recently, where she was retired at the age of 85. She was asked what it was that she did for students that made them go on to great success in living. She was reluctant to talk about herself, but finally, when the visitor was leaving, she said, “You know, I feel ashamed when I see all these bright modern teachers.  Compared to them, I was not very well trained. . . . You see, all I had was love” (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 66)
Just for a moment, ask yourself the question, “Do I love me?” The first response may be, “Yes.  Of course I do.” Well, let’s test this further. Do you love and accept yourself when you are down as well as up, absurd as well as intelligent, a failure as well as successful, sick as well as healthy? That is the test -- to be able to love yourself all the way through, unconditionally. (Carol Ruth Knox, in The Incredible Journey, p. 68)
When testing for the presence of love, I'd rather get a false negative than a false positive. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Nothing tests my love of my fellow man more severely than the third day of a three-day conference. (John W. Gardner)
This is a reportedly true story of a Unity woman in Kansas City. She was walking down a dark street in the neighborhood of the old Unity Society building on Tracy Street when a thug stepped out of the shadows and put a gun in her ribs, saying, “Give me your purse or I’ll plug you!” She turned and looked him right in the eyes and said, “You can’t harm me because you are God’s child and I love you.” After repeating his threat for emphasis, each time getting a similar reply, he shook his head as if she was crazy, dropped his gun and fled. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity)

Don’t threaten me with love, baby. Let’s just go walking in the rain. (Billie Holiday)

Love apples: Tomatoes were once called love apples because people thought they inspired love. They were grown for food by Native Americans long before Columbus arrived. (The Diagram Group, in Funky, Freaky Facts, p. 135)
Sometimes we believe we can love ourselves totally. So we go to work, loving it all. But then we find we cannot love some part of us, the anger or jealousy or lust. We find ourselves resisting this inability to accept. At that point, my recommendation is, “accept yourself not being accepting.” (Carol Ruth Knox, in The Incredible Journey, p. 68)

Who travels for love, finds a thousand miles not longer than one. (Japanese proverb)

Our thoughts may turn to love and loving this month . . . a good turn. Anytime we think of love, feel love or act in love we “do good.” Oddly enough, we usually think of love as involving others. Odd because the truth is that love begins and is fulfilled in US. “Others” are simply recipients. Now there’s a mind-stretching thought! (Gerry Comstock)

Unconditional love wants to give itself freely. Free-based giving always wants a return on the investment. (Gerald Jampolsky)

We too often love things and use people, when we should be using things and loving people. (Phil Barnhart, in Seasonings for Seasons,, p. 156)

Oh my life would be so different if my husband would just love me like he used to. Do you love yourself like you used to? Are you letting this love flow forth through you like you used to? (Eric Butterworth, Unity MInister) 
Metaphysicians have always taught that the contending vibrations or “thunder” between love and wisdom cause not only acute but chronic diseases of stomach and heart. (Charles Fillmore, in The Twelve Powers of Man, p. 134)

We are effectively destroying ourselves by violence masquerading as love. (R. D. Laing, Scottish psychiatrist)

When I was a child, my grandmother died and was buried in the churchyard in Castlecomer, Ireland. The following year, I went there on holiday. One day we drove to visit relatives, I was in the back seat with my grandfather. As we passed the graveled driveway leading up to the churchyard, my grandfather, thinking he was unobserved, pressed his face against the window of the car and with a small, hidden motion of his hand, waved. It was then I came to my first understanding of the majesty and vulnerability of love. (Herbert O’Driscoll, in A Doorway in Time)

Love is like a war: easy to begin but very hard to stop. (H. L. Mencken)
A lot of times, we love someone the way we want to love them rather than the way that’s going to make them feel loved. - give 2 kinds. (Dr. Barbara De Angelis, in USA Weekend)
You’re in love if your partner’s welfare is more important to you than your own. (Harry Stack Sullivan, American psychiatrist)

Love is no hot-house flower, but a wild plant, born of a wet night, born of an hour of sunshine; sprung from wild seed, blown along the road by a wild wind. A wild plant that, when it blooms by chance within the hedge of our gardens, we call a flower; and when it blooms outside we call a weed; but, flower or weed, whose scent and color are always wild. (John Galsworthy, in The Man of Property)

Love that’s wise will not say all it means. (Edwin Arlington Robinson, American poet)
Wit is a form of arousal. We challenge one another to be funnier and smarter. It's high-energy play. It's the way friends make love to one another. (Annie Gottlieb, in McCall's)

Turn your thoughts within, and feel the warmth and support of this eternal fountain of love in which you live and have being. You are in love no matter what the conditions of your environment. You can then look about you in friendliness, knowing for all people: “I am in love with you. We are in love together.” (Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)

When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love have always won. There have been tyrants, and murderers, and for a time they seemed invincible, but in the end they always fail. Think of it – always! (Mahatma Gandhi)
Try to say it in the fewest possible words, unless you're saying that you love me. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
He who for love hath undergone the worst that can befall, is happier thousandfold than one who never loved at all. (Richard Monckton Milnes)
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