Memories

When a man says he has a clear conscience, it often means he has a bad memory. Never let yesterday use up too much of today. What we learn from the past is that we seldom learn from the past. (Bits & Pieces)

Mick Jagger turned down a L3.5 million advance offer on his memoirs from a publisher because, he said, he “couldn’t remember” enough significant details from his own life. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 120)
A young parish minister about to deliver his first sermon asked a retired cleric for advice on how to capture the congregation’s attention. “Start with an opening line that’s certain to grab them,” the older man said. “For example: ‘Some of the best years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman who was not my wife.’” He smiled at the younger man’s shocked expression before adding, “She was my mother.” The next Sunday the young clergyman nervously clutched the pulpit rail in front of the congregation. Finally he said, “Some of the best years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman.” He was pleased at the instant reaction – then became panic-stricken. “But for the life of me, I can’t remember who she was!” (Gil Harris, in Reader’s Digest)

A pup can’t remember anything for more than 30 seconds. Vets say this explains why you have to get to the little rascal promptly after it strikes, if you want to housebreak it properly. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 172)

It is related in Genesis that when fleeing from the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, which God was destroying, Lot’s wife looked back, and “became a pillar of salt.” Salt is a preservative, corresponding to memory. When we remember the pleasures of the senses and long for their return, we preserve or “salt” the sense desire. This desire will manifest somewhere, sometime, unless the memory is dissolved through renunciation. (Charles Fillmore, in The Twelve Powers of Man, p. 146)
When we look at the farthest visible star we are looking 4 billion years into the past--the light from that star traveling at 186,000 miles a second, has taken that many years to reach us. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts)

A good storyteller is a person who has a good memory and hopes other people haven’t. (Irvin Cobb, humorist)
Several studies are coming to the same conclusion about how to preserve memory as people age: Choices made about eating, smoking and exercise during youth and middle age can affect memory later. Dr. Lissy Jarvik, a psychiatrist and specialist in the aging mind at UCLA, studied 134 sets of elderly twins. Those with the healthiest lifestyles tended also to have the best memories. Researchers at West Virginia University found that physically fit senior citizens were better drivers than those in bad shape. (Denver Rocky Mountain News)
When a soul is encouraged to develop the mental faculties and to open the heart to a great feeling of love for humanity, it just naturally opens up the subconscious door that allows it to peer into the past. For before we are entirely free from the shortcomings and the ignorance of the race mind, we must awaken to the fact that these things exist and that we are connected with them, until through the Jesus Christ Mind we swing clear of them and establish ourselves in a consciousness of life and freedom and love. (Myrtle Fillmore’s Healing Letters, p. 78)
Things ain’t what they used to be and probably never was. (Will Rogers)

When we look out into the universe on a clear night, we are faced with a strange phenomenon. We are standing on the earth in this present moment, but we are viewing the universe in its past. Light travels at over 186,000 miles a second, so when we view the stars and galaxies “out there,” we are seeing them as they were in the distant past. Even the sun, which is relatively close, is not how we see it in space, because it takes the sun’s light over eight minutes to reach us. We see it how it was eight minutes ago. (Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)
The popularity of video cameras arises from a simple misunderstanding. Somehow people have the idea that they won’t mind being old if they can turn on the TV and see what they were like when they were young. This is not true. The best memories are ones that have been allowed to evolve unhindered by documentary proof. I often cheer myself up by thinking back on my days as a football star. These recollections would be less thrilling if they were accompanied by a video showing that I weighed 80 pounds and spent most of my time on the bench. Memory is better than a video, because it’s free and it doesn’t work very well. (David Owen, in Atlantic Monthly)

