Misunderstanding

I am so clever that sometimes I don’t understand a single word of what I am saying. (The PassTime Paper)

If envy were not such a tearing thing to feel, it would be the most comic of sins. It is usually, if not always, based on a complete misunderstanding of another person’s situation. (Monica Furlong, in Christian Uncertainties)

When a trout rising to a fly gets hooked and finds himself unable to swim about freely, he begins a fight which results in struggles and splashes and sometimes an escape. In the same way, the human being struggles with the hooks that catch him. Sometimes he masters his difficulties; sometimes they are too much for him. His struggles are all that the world sees, and it usually misunderstands them. It is hard for a free fish to understand what is happening to a hooked one. (Karl A. Menninger, in The Human Mind)

A bar and restaurant which sponsors a golf league every year had to close its kitchen for a short period. Upon reopening, the management posted a notice on the golf bulletin board that read: “Kitchen Open.” By the following evening, nine golfers had signed up underneath. (Robert W. Gallagher, in Reader’s Digest)

My son, William, 9, brought a note home from his teacher stating that William had not finished his homework. He was to bring back a written reason for not having done the work, signed by a parent. William asked me what he should write. I said, “I think you should write, ‘I was too lazy.’” William, his eyes now wide open, replied, “Mom, I can’t write that!” “Well, I think that’s exactly what you should write,” I responded. The next morning, just before he left for school, William came to me with the note and said, “You have to sign this.” I took the time to look at it first, and he’d written, “My mom was too lazy.” Talk about being misunderstood. (Anne Marie Pelkofer, in Country magazine)
When religion is understood, it is a great blessing to humanity; but when it is not understood it is a curse.  Peace, harmony, and brotherly love are fruits of the understanding of religion and worship. On the other hand, strife and religious wars are the fruits of misunderstanding. (George M. Lamsa, in Old Testament Light, p. 550)
There is no worse lie than a truth misunderstood by those who hear it. (William James)

Only two kinds of men don’t understand women – husbands and single men. (Franklin P. Jones, in Quote magazine)
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