Moving into Action
And Moses lifted up his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. (Exodus 14:21)
And when the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be divided, the waters that are flowing  down from above shall pile up as though they were in sheepskins, one beside the other. (Joshua 3:13)
For this law is decreed for you; for we are with you; be strong and do it.
(Ezra 10:4)

Ho, ever one that thirsts,
come to the waters.
(Isaiah 55:1)
Come to me, all you who labor and carry burdens,
and I will give you rest. 

(St. Matthew 11:28)

Stretch out your hand. 
(St. Matthew 12:13)
Row out to the deep, and cast your net for a catch.
(St. Luke 5:4)
Behold, I stand at the door and knock;

If any man hear my voice and open the door, 

I will come in to him and will sup with him, and he with me.

(Revelation 3:20)

Now Abraham was God’s man, and he wanted to do what God said, but since God didn’t say exactly where the land was he was to go to, Abraham followed his heart’s desire, and headed for Canaan, following the dream that his father had given him. We know today that he was dead right, because Canaan was the Promised Land. But Abraham didn’t know that till he got there. He was merely going in light of what he wanted to do, trusting God to stop him if he was going the wrong way. (Russ Johnston, in God Can Make It Happen, p. 52)

Affirmation: “Thank You, God, for showing me the path. I know that Your desire for me is absolute good. As I move into action to do the things that are mine to do, I feel You guiding me every step of the way.” (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 231)
Americans today consume nearly the same number of calories -- about 3,400 a day -- as Americans in 1910 did, but the weight of the average American has increased substantially due to lack of exercise. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 94)

You can get anywhere from anywhere: don’t wait to be sure you’re starting from the right place. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Have you ever noticed that the Bible never mentions the dreams of the apostles? It doesn’t even mention the ideas of the apostles. However, it devotes an entire book to the “Acts of the Apostles.” (Dynamic Preaching)

Apple Computer introduced its pioneering, user-friendly Macintosh computer in 1984. The “Mac” quickly became popular and appeared likely to dominate the field. But Apple officials were reluctant to license the Mac’s operating system to other manufacturers and give up control of their product. Meanwhile, Microsoft developed the “Windows” system for rival IBM computers and compatible machines. Microsoft licensed its operating system to whoever could pay the price, and its sales boomed. Last September Apple finally licensed the Mac technology. But by then, most computer manufacturers were committed to Windows and few customers signed up. “Apple made the right decision,” says financial analyst Douglas Kass of Santa Cruz, Calif.  “They just waited too long to make it.” (Edwin, Jr. & Sally Valente Kiester, in Reader’s Digest)

Moving into action denotes applying the teachings to every situation in your everyday life, right where you are. It doesn’t imply running off in all directions in search of new and exotic experiences. The broadened experience takes place wherever you find yourself. Every incident, no matter how trivial, is an opportunity for a greater experience and can be brought to whatever height you want to take it. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 227)

Life is like riding a bicycle. You don’t fall off unless you stop pedaling.
(Claude Pepper)
God gives every bird his worm, but he does not throw it into the next.
(Swedish proverb)
Lack of physical activity results in bone loss. Astronauts, after long space voyages, show a remarkable loss of bone. (Barbara Seuling)
Buffet:  A word that means “Get up and get it yourself.” (Ron Dentinger, in Dodgeville, Wis., Chronicle)  

Using powerful electron microscopes, scientists have discovered that part of the outer protein skin will form a finger which reaches out and closes around a droplet of water or a nugget of needed chemicals. A dimple forms and then elongates inward as the chemicals seized from the surroundings are forced through the fat layers inside a bubble. In this way a cell gulps nutrients. (Rutherford Platt, in The Living World of Nature, p. 220)

Regarding Coca-Cola’s decline versus Pepsi in 1984: “We became uncompetitive by not being tolerant of mistakes,” admits Copca-Cola CEO Roberto Goizueta. “You can stumble only if you’re moving.”
Patricia Sellers, in Reader’s Digest)
Between the great things that we cannot do and the small things we will not do, the danger is that we shall do nothing. (Adolph Monod)

Sometimes the best decision is no decision, merely to live in the now and do our very best to let Spirit express Itself through us, to be loving in every situation. It isn’t necessary to constantly search and strain for guidance, watching for “signs” and trying to interpret insignificant things as monumental fiats of the Almighty! This often results in confusion, instability, a scattering of mental powers, and a drain on the energy level. So, what do we do? We live each moment, as best we can, aware of the presence of God which is always with us. We also take at least one regular period each day to become still and listen to our inner guidance. But – and here’s the secret – once we feel nudged by that Spirit within to go in a certain direction, it is time to move into action, to set our hearts and feet in that direction and follow through! (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 229)
A desire without a deed is a dead end. It is like a high-powered sports car waiting patiently for a driver to start the engine. We can plan, dream, wish, hope, and inwardly change all we want. This is not only beneficial but necessary, but it we don’t bring these forth into our practical lives, they eventually lead nowhere. We have to do something with what we know! Our lives have to reflect the inner change. We have to, as the expression goes, “put feet on our prayers.” Even the greatest teachings lose their power if they are not put into practice. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 228)

“Every time one man puts an idea across,” notes Alfred Montaport, “he finds 10 who thought of it before he did -- but they only thought of it.”
A writer once complimented Edison on his inventive genius. “I am not a great inventor,” said Edison. “But you have over 1,000 patents to your credit.” “Yes, but about the only invention I can really claim as absolutely original is the phonograph,” explained Edison. “I’m an awfully good sponge. I absorb ideas from every source I can and put them to practical use. Then I improve them until they become of some value.  The ideas that I use are mostly the ideas of other people who don’t develop them themselves.” (Bits & Pieces)

One summer day in 1953, no one really knows why, Elvis Presley went to Sun Records, put $4 on the counter and said he wanted to cut two sides. He was 18, wearing deep sideburns and working in a local machinist’s shop.  When the office assistant, setting voice levels, asked what kind of singer he was, he replied, “I sing all kinds.” She looked up. “Well, who do you sound like?” “I don’t sound like nobody,” he said. Truer words were never spoken. Before Elvis had finished the first side, the assistant was scurrying to make a tape for her boss, Sam Phillips, a man forever on the lookout for new talent. (Lawrence Elliott, in Reader’s Digest)  
The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing. (Edmund Burke)

The Golden Rule is of no use to you whatever unless you realize that it is your move. (Dr. Frank Crane)
I have never heard of anyone stumbling on something sitting down.
(Charles Kettering)
When Adolf Hitler moved troops into the Rhineland in defiance of the Treaty of Versailles, the leaders of the Western democracies took no action. Instead, they temporized, and the German leader gobbled up more and more of Europe. (Edwin, Jr. & Sally Valente Kiester, in Reader’s Digest)

Too much idleness, I have observed, fills up a man’s time much more completely, and leaves him less his own master, than any sort of employment whatsoever. (Edmund Burke) 

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. (Chinese proverb)

“Stretch out your hand,” Jesus directed the man who wanted to be healed. The man knew that Jesus could help him discover his wholeness.  Although the desire for healing was there, Jesus instructed the man to do something about it, to move into action, to extend his desire into a deed. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 227)
I went to visit a Mountaineer in East Tennessee. He was the laziest man I have ever seen. I don’t want to do him an injustice, but if it required any voluntary and sustained exertion on his part to digest his food, he would have died years ago from lack of nourishment. The Father and son were sitting in front of the fireplace smoking their pipes -- Said the father -- “Son, step outside and see if it’s raining.” Said the son -- “Aw Pa, why don’t we just call in the dog and see if he’s wet!” (Rev. Leon Hill, in O’ for the Life of a Preacher, p. 11)
A lobster, when left high and dry among the rocks, has not instinct and energy enough to work his way back to the sea, but waits for the sea to come to him. If it does not come, he remains where he is and dies, although the slightest effort would enable him to reach the waves, which are perhaps within a yard of him. The world is full of human lobsters: Men stranded on the rocks of indecision and procrastination, who, instead of putting forth their own energies, are waiting for some grand billow of good fortune to set them afloat.  (Dr. Orrison Swett Marden)  

What counts in management is action. One executive puts it this way: “To look is one thing. To see what you look at is another. To understand what you see is a third. To learn from what you understand is still something else. But to act on what you learn is all that really matters.”  (Bits & Pieces)

A producer for RKO studios spotted a beautiful blonde demonstrating refrigerators at a Los Angeles trade show. But he waited too long before signing her and Columbia moved in, whisking her away from the freezer. At first, the new sex star chose the name Marilyn, but the studio decided it was too close to Marilyn Monroe, so she settled on Kim Novak. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 5)
Nerve signals may travel through nerve or muscle fibers at speeds as high as 200 miles per hour. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 321)

Paul launched out three different times to visit the Christians in Rome, but each time the Lord closed the door. And the door was closed because God was opening the door to other service that He had in mind.
(Russ Johnston, in God Can Make It Happen, p. 51)

Plans come to me, but I never decide on my movements until I have let the matter rest without argument.  I take it into the silence and lay my plan before Infinite Intelligence. The inner conviction will come. Follow it.  Do not argue. Trust. Maintain the quiet, trustful attitude. Eliminate the personal wish.  Do not be afraid to follow the inner conviction.  There is the guiding Voice in every experience. (Nona L. Brooks)
Johnny’s mother always warned him that he would never amount to much because he always procrastinated.  Whenever she said this, Johnny would always reply, “You just wait.” (Bits & Pieces)
A quarterback in the closing moments of an important game called the wrong signal. As a result his pass was intercepted and a championship was lost. That was on a Saturday. On Tuesday afternoon he was getting a haircut. The barber said, “I’ve been thinking about that play you called last Saturday, and you know, if I had been in your shoes I don’t believe I would have called it.” The quarterback answered glumly, “No, and if I’d had until Tuesday afternoon to think about it, I wouldn’t have either.” (Dynamic Preaching) 
You can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do. (Henry Ford)

Twenty-one days of unrelieved bed rest will age your body by 30 years.  Or so say the medicos now.  Fortunately, it’s reversible.  Once up and about, you’ll “youth” again. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 28)
Joshua 3:10-17: As soon as God saw the soles of those priests’ sandals getting damp, He stopped the river’s waters and made a dry road right through and the whole nation crossed in safety. (Russ Johnston, in God Can Make It Happen, p. 54)

Having received the guidance we were seeking, we then “speak the word.” We begin verbally declaring the truth about a situation. Then what do we do next? We act upon it. This is the way we cooperate with the universe, with God. In other words, we do our share. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 228)
One hundred percent of the shots you don’t take don’t go in. (Wayne Gretzky)
The only thing that ever sat its way to success was a hen. (Sarah Brown)

A successful person is one who went ahead and did the thing the rest of us never quite got around to. (Bits & Pieces)
It takes about eight minutes for the Sun’s rays to reach the Earth.  
(Kim Taylor, in Light)


March 7, 1876: What is considered the most valuable patent ever issued -- No. 174,465 -- goes to Alexander Graham Bell. Had Bell been just a few hours later in submitting his designs, Elisha Gray would have gotten credit for the telephone. What we know today as the Bell system might be known instead as the Gray system. (William Ecenbarger, in Reader’s Digest)

Lee Trevino, one of golf’s great players, sharpened his game and competitive spirit as a young caddie. His first games were behind a caddie shed, where there were three holes -- one about 100 yards, another about 125 and another about 60. Oftentimes there would be as many as 16 caddies playing for quarters -- but only one club. Trevino would hit a shot and throw the club to another caddie, who would take his turn. As soon as he’d hit, he’d throw the club to another caddie. With the club flying around like crazy, it would take as much as 30 minutes to play one 100-yard hole. It was a tough way to learn the game, but Lee Trevino will be the first to tell you that he wouldn’t be where he is today if he had just sat in the caddie shack in his idle moments. (Bits & Pieces)  

It is said that when Paganini performed, there would be two stars upon the concert stage: the great virtuoso himself, and his violin, a wonderful Stradivarius. With this remarkable instrument, Paganini could move his audiences to smiles as well as to tears. The violin was his most treasured possession, and so it is not surprising that Paganini made special provisions for it in his will. He bequeathed his Stradivarius to a city in Italy, with the explicit order that it never be played. Niccolo Paganini died in 1840. As he had desired, the violin was placed on public display in its exquisite diamond-studded case. True to his wishes, it remained silent through the years. Today all that remains of the sublime instrument, so lovingly crafted by Antonio Stradivarius in the seventeenth century, is its case. While other Strads are still superb after being played for centuries, Paganini’s violin is now nothing more than a small pile of dust! You see wood, it used even the slightest bit, will remain strong, but if neglected, it disintegrates. A violin must be played if it is to stay a violin. How much more sublime, more remarkable, are we than a Stradivarius, but if we don’t use our gifts, if we don’t “play our music,” we “crumble” and our existence becomes meaningless, like Paganini’s violin.  (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 225)

The man who is waiting for something to turn up might start on his shirt sleeves. (Garth Henrichs)
It often happened that an old-time sailing ship, exploring and trading in new lands, would find itself becalmed in the doldrums just each of South America. A Spanish galleon could sit for days or even weeks, baking in the torrid tropic sun off the coast of what is now Brazil. With their ship unable to move in the windless sea, unable to reach land and a supply of fresh water, the men were doomed to dehydration. Sometimes a local vessel would drift near one of these pitiful ships. The appeal from the dying sailors was always the same: “Please, give us some of your water!” At this, the local seamen would deliver an amazing piece of information: they were sitting in the mouth of the mighty Amazon where it empties into the sea. This river is so vast that its water extends two-hundred miles out into the Atlantic. Although they couldn’t see land, the ship with its crew dying of thirst was adrift in fresh water! All they had to do was lower their buckets over the side. They believed themselves to be helplessly in need, but they were literally surrounded by exactly what it was that they needed. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 333)

When the idea is not right, God says “no.” When the time is not right, God says “slow.” When you are not right, God says “grow.” When everything is right, God says “go.” (Dr. Robert Schuller)
The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page.
(St. Augustine)
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